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  ITU’S CONNECT 
THE WORLD 
              INITIATIVE

Helping the World Communicate 
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UNCONNECTEDUNCONNECTED

THE PROBLEM 
ONE BILLION 
PEOPLE STILL 

T
T

BROCH_TUNIS_E.indd   3 22.09.2005, 16:51:57



THE CHALLENGE 
TO CONNECT ALL 
COMMUNITIESBY

2015
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NUUNNUUNNUUNUNUUNUUNUUNUUNUUNUUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUN  CONNECTEDTogether, 
we can help the world communicate... 

E

ITU estimates that 
800’000 rural and 

remote villages 
worldwide still lack 

access to even 
basic phone service 

Information and communication technologies 

(ICTs) are an integral part of modern life.

Yet, while people in some countries get 

ever more connected, more than one billion 

people in the developing world remain totally 

cut off from the enormous benefits of ICTs.

ITU’s Connect the World initiative is about 

bringing the power of today’s technologies to 

these communities.

Become part of the solution by joining this 

new global development partnership.
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Connect the World is an 
innovative multi-stakeholder 
platform that leverages the 
benefits of ICTs and the power of 
partnership to bridge the digital 
divide.

Designed to showcase, 
consolidate and scale-up existing 
activities and stimulate industry-
wide cooperation, its aim is to 
accelerate ICT development 
efforts worldwide.

To promote exchange and sharing 
between partners, Connect the 
World has a comprehensive 
website featuring information 
about projects worldwide.

LEVERAGING 
PARTNERSHIP

By bringing committed partners 
together to empower people 
through communications and 
information, Connect the 
World will serve as a catalyst 
for achieving the connectivity 
goals set at the World Summit 
on the Information Society.
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By emphasizing the need for 

development efforts in each of these 

three areas, Connect the World takes 

a holistic approach to the complex 

problem of bridging the digital divide. 

And by showcasing activities and 

tracking progress in these areas, 

Connect the World also helps provide 

a truly global picture of what’s being 

done where – and where more effort 

is urgently needed.

Connect the World 
aims to identify 

needs, build 
synergies, forge 

relationships and 
reach out to under-

served communities 
around the world

Connect the World is based around the 
concept of three core Building Blocks:

- Enabling Environment
- Infrastructure & Readiness
- Applications & Services
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Connect the World was 

launched in mid-2005 

with 22 founding partners 

from all sectors of the ICT 

community:

UNESCO

UN Fund for 
International 
Partnerships

United Nations 
Development 
Programme

Universal Postal 
Union

European
Commission

International 
Telecommunica-
tions Satellite 
Organization

RASCOM

Egypt

France

Senegal 

Korea Agency 
for Digital 
Opportunity 
and Promotion 
(KADO)

Alcatel

Huawei

Infosys

Intel 

KDDI

Microsoft 

Telefónica

WorldSpace

Child Helpline 
International 

MS 
Swaminathan 
Foundation

Télécoms Sans 
Frontières

International
Organizations

Government

Private Sector

Civil Society

Connect the World is an open-ended initiative. 
Since its launch, new organizations continue to join, and new partners are
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Nothing except each partner’s commitment at the 

very highest level to implement concrete initiatives 

aimed at achieving the goal of connecting all 

communities by 2015.

Connect the World provides all partners with a high-

profile platform to promote their existing development 

efforts, cultivate new projects, and share hands-on 

experience and best practice.

It does not duplicate existing projects, and it does not 

require partners to contribute significant management 

resources.

Rather, by establishing a global online development 

community that’s greater than the sum of its parts, 

it will leverage the skills and experience of a diverse 

range of players to achieve a common goal: the 

empowerment of all the world’s people through ICT.

For further information on the benefits of becoming a 

Connect the World partner, visit www.itu.int/partners.

BECOME A 
PARTNER

By harnessing the 
complementary 
skills of private 
companies, 
governments, 
UN agencies 
and civil society, 
Connect the 
World is forging a 
new approach to 
development that 
recognizes the key 
role played by ALL 
stakeholders in 
helping the world 
communicate.

Becoming a Connect the World partner 
costs nothing.

ers are actively welcomed.
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Connect the World is the focus of a number 

of high profile activities at the Tunis phase of 

the World Summit on the Information Society.

These include:

 a high-level Round Table event, where 

partners will have the chance to make 

announcements and launch new 

projects and partnerships

 a Partnership Pavilion in the main 

political hall of the Summit, where 

partners can highlight their own 

projects

 advertising campaigns in international 

print and broadcast media

 a comprehensive media outreach 

programme before and during the 

Summit

For more than 140 years, the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) has been 
helping the world communicate.

Through the development of the key 
technical standards that ensure global 
interoperability, management of the world’s 
radiocommunication and satellite resources, 
and on-the-ground development projects in 
countries around the world, ITU has been a 
driving force in building today’s Information 
Society.

Unique among UN agencies in having a 
membership spanning both the public and 
private sectors, ITU has a long and successful 
history of brokering the international, 
industry-wide consensus essential to creating 
the seamless global networks that now bring 
communications and information to the four 
corners of the world.

At ITU, we believe communication is not just 
a human necessity, but a human right.

Through our role as lead UN agency for the 
World Summit on the Information Society, our 
pioneering work in international ICT policy-
making and our efforts to foster a cooperative 
multi-stakeholder approach to global ICT 
resources, ITU continues to work to bring 
the social and economic benefits of modern 
technologies to all the world’s people.

TUNIS 
RLD SUMMIT 

ACTIVITIES
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Connect the World is an initiative of the
INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION

Place des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva

Switzerland
Tel.: +41 22 730 5111
Fax: +41 22 733 7256
E-mail: partners@itu.int

For more information about Connect the World, visit: www.itu.int/partners
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