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	Report by the Chair

	SEVENTH WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION/INFORMATION 
AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY POLICY FORUM


PART I
· Originally established by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994) of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the World Telecommunication/Information and Communication Technology Policy Forum (WTPF) has been successfully convened in 1996, 1998, 2001, 2009, 2013 and 2021. By its Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), the Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU resolved to hold the next WTPF in 2026. 
· The purpose of WTPF is to provide a venue for exchanging views and information and thereby creating a shared vision among policy-makers worldwide on challenges and opportunities arising from the new and emerging telecommunication/ICT services and technologies, and to consider any other policy issue in telecommunications/ICTs which would benefit from a global exchange of views, in addition to the adoption of opinions reflecting common viewpoints as per Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022).
· By its Decision 641 (Mod. 2026), the ITU Council decided that the theme for WTPF-26 is as follows:
· “Accelerating an inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and innovative digital future: In this regard, the WTPF-26 will discuss opportunities, challenges and policies to address the following:
· bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as skills and connectivity
· green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability
· resilience of telecommunication/ICTs
· space connectivity 
· strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship”.
· Further, in accordance with Decision 641 (Mod. 2026), the ITU Secretary-General convened an Informal Experts Group (IEG-WTPF-26), each of whom was active in preparing for WTPF-26 in this regard. With the approval of ITU Council 2024, membership of the IEG-WTPF-26 was opened to all stakeholders. The IEG-WTPF-26 met four times under the Chairmanship of Mr Rodney Taylor (Barbados) from 2024 to 2026, and additionally the group held one in-person informal consultation, with remote participation, in April 2026. In addition, the IEG-WTPF-26 conducted two online open public consultations and held numerous informal consultations. 
· Over 150 experts participated in the work of the IEG-WTPF-26, and numerous contributions were received from all stakeholders towards the various drafts of the Report of the Secretary-General (four in total) and the draft Opinions. The IEG-WTPF-26 successfully concluded its work in April 2026 and agreed by consensus to transmit a set of five draft Opinions annexed to the Report of the Secretary-General for the Forum’s consideration. All documents of the WTPF-26 preparatory process are available on the IEG-WTPF-26 website without any restrictions. The regular Progress Reports delivered by the IEG-WTPF-26 Chair to Council 2025 and 2026 are also available on the Council website.
· The Seventh World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF-26) was held in Nassau, The Bahamas, following Decision 641 (Mod. 2026) from 2-4 September 2026, with a Strategic Dialogue held on 1 September 2026, immediately preceding the Forum at the same venue. 
· The WTPF-26 Strategic Dialogue, held on 1 September 2026 under the theme “From Vision to Action: Steering an Inclusive, Resilient and Sustainable Digital Future,” opened in the presence of the Prime Minister of The Bahamas. Its High-Level Multistakeholder Segment brought together ministers, regulators, industry leaders, academics, civil society and international and regional organizations. Discussions emphasized the need to design resilience before crises occur; develop solutions tailored to the circumstances of SIDS and other vulnerable economies; and look beyond coverage towards meaningful connectivity that expands opportunity and improves people’s lives. The afternoon dialogues highlighted the importance of including women, youth and persons with disabilities in shaping digital solutions, and of translating connectivity pledges into measurable impact through effective regulation, innovative financing, regional cooperation and multistakeholder partnerships.
· The Policy Forum was attended by 494 onsite participants as well as 85 remote participants. It included 255 onsite delegates from 55 Member States, 81 onsite delegates from 62 Sector Members, and 13 onsite delegates from 3 Observer entities (UN, Academia, Guest) as well as 145 members of the public. 
· 42 VIPs participated in the Forum, including Ministers and Deputy Ministers, ITU Elected Officials as well as several heads of regulatory agencies. 
· Mr Randol Dorsett, Chairman of the Utilities Regulation and Competition Authority (URCA) was elected to chair the Forum.
· The Policy Forum opened with addresses from H.E. Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas, the Honourable Philip Edward Davis, KC, MP, H.E. Mr Sebastian Bastian, Minister of Innovation and National Development and Minister responsible for communications, The Bahamas, and Ms Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union. 
· Following the Opening Ceremony, the Inaugural Plenary was held where Mr Randol Dorsett, Chairman of the Utilities Regulation and Competition Authority (URCA) of The Bahamas was appointed as the Chair of WTPF-26.
· Five Vice-Chairs were also elected for the Forum:
•	Ms Roberta dos Santos Pereira Hakme, Brazilian National Telecommunications Agency (Brazil) 
•	Mr Muath S. AlRumayh, Communications, Space and Technology Commission (CST) 
•	Ms Cynthia Leungo Lesufi, Permanent Mission of South Africa 
•	Mr Haji Jailani Haji Buntar, Authority for Info-communications Technology Industry of Brunei Darussalam (AITI), Brunei Darussalam
•	Mr Tobias Kaufmann, Senior Policy Officer, Federal Ministry for Digital Transformation and Government Modernization, Germany
•	In accordance with Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), discussions at the WTPF were based on the Report of the Secretary-General (SG Report), which served as the main working document of the Forum. The contributions and comments of members of the IEG-WTPF-26 were incorporated into this SG Report. Annexed to the SG Report were five draft Opinions which were forwarded by the IEG-WTPF-26, by consensus, to WTPF-26 for further discussion.
•	The secretariat presented the SG Report, on behalf of the Secretary-General, giving a broad overview of the SG Report which is based on the theme decided Decision 641 (Mod. 2026). Following this presentation, the Chair of the IEG-WTPF-26, Mr Rodney Taylor (Barbados), also presented the five draft Opinions proposed by the IEG for the Forum’s consideration.
•	The presentation of the SG Report was followed by a succession of high-level statements by Member States and Sector Members on the theme of the Forum and the SG Report[footnoteRef:1]. It was noted that the body of the SG Report serves as an input document to the Forum and will not be revised during the Forum. [1: 	https://wtpf.itu.int/2026/statements/about-the-statements/.] 

•	Five Working Groups were established to discuss the five draft Opinions annexed to the SG Report and related contributions from Member States and Sector Members. The following were elected the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Working Groups.

	Group
	Chairs
	Vice-Chairs

	Working Group 1
	Ms Roberta dos Santos Pereira Hakme, Brazilian National Telecommunications Agency (Brazil) 
	Mr Kirk Sookram, Telecommunications Authority of Trinidad and Tobago (TATT)

	Working Group 2
	Mr Muath S. AlRumayh, Communications, Space and Technology Commission (CST)
	Mr Ahmed Riad Ismail, 
(Huawei)

	Working Group 3 
	Ms Cynthia Leungo Lesufi, Permanent Mission of South Africa
	Mr Nate Davis, American Registry for Internet Numbers (ARIN)

	Working Group 4
	Mr Haji Jailani Haji Buntar, Authority for Info-communications Technology Industry of Brunei Darussalam (AITI), Brunei Darussalam
	Ms Natalia Vicente, GSOA 

	Working Group 5
	Mr Tobias Kaufmann, Senior Policy Officer, Federal Ministry for Digital Transformation and Government Modernization, Germany 
	Mr Mark C. Reynolds, Caribbean Association of National Telecommunication



•	The Working Groups worked constructively over two and a half days. The Chair of the five Working Groups presented the results of the work undertaken by the Working Groups to the Plenary for approval – see Annex I of this Report.
•	The Chair of the Forum presented the draft Opinions, which had been revised and endorsed by the Working Groups. He invited the Forum to adopt the following Opinions: 
Opinion 1: Bridging digital divides
Opinion 2: Green digital transformation
Opinion 3: Resilience of telecommunication/ICTs
Opinion 4: Space connectivity
Opinion 5: ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship
•	The Forum delegates thanked the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the various Working Groups for their outstanding work
•	The Forum adopted the Opinions as presented in Part II of this Report.
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[bookmark: Part_2]PART II
Draft Opinions for the Seventh World Telecommunication/Information and Communication Technology Policy Forum 2026
OPINION 1
Bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age 
as well as skills and connectivity
The seventh World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Nassau, 2026),
recalling
a)	Resolution 70/1 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), on transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;
b)	Resolution 80/173 of UNGA, on the outcome document of the high-level meeting on the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS+20); 
c)	Resolution 78/311 of UNGA, on enhancing international cooperation on capacity-building of artificial intelligence;
d)	Resolution 11 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), on telecommunication/information and communication technology (ICT) services in rural, isolated, unserved and  underserved areas;
e)	Resolution 37 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of WTDC, on bridging the digital divide;
f)	Resolution 55 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of WTDC, on mainstreaming a gender perspective in the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector and promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls through telecommunications/ICTs;
g)	Resolution 58 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of WTDC, on telecommunication/ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs;
h)	Resolution 70 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on mainstreaming a gender perspective in ITU and promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls through telecommunications/ICTs;
i)	Resolution 91 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of WTDC, on artificial intelligence technologies in telecommunication development;
j)	Resolution 214 (Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on artificial intelligence technologies and telecommunications/ICTs;
k)	Resolution 71 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the ITU strategic framework for 2024‑2027, aiming to enable and foster universal access to affordable, high-quality, and secure telecommunications/ICTs;
l)	Resolution 139 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the use of telecommunications/ICTs to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive information society;
m)	Resolution 175 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on telecommunication/ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs;
n)	Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on ITU’s role in child online protection;
o)	Resolution 198 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the empowerment of youth through telecommunication/ICT;
p)	Resolution 200 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the Connect 2030 Agenda for global telecommunication/ICT, including broadband, for sustainable development;
q)	Opinion 3 (Geneva, 2021) of the World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum, on digital literacy and skills for inclusive access;
r)	Resolution 77 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of WTDC, on broadband technology and applications for greater growth and development of telecommunication/information and communication services and broadband connectivity,
considering
a)	that achieving universal and meaningful connectivity requires focus on key enablers, inter alia, infrastructure, affordability, devices, digital skills/literacy, user confidence in using telecommunications/ICTs, and evidence-based policy and regulatory frameworks;
b)	that universal access to essential digital skills empowers individuals and communities, in particular, women, older persons, persons with disabilities, and underserved communities by providing the knowledge needed to thrive in the digital world, accessibility, fostering inclusion, bridging the digital divide, creating economic opportunities, and enabling broader participation and social advancement in the digital age;
c)	that the ITU plays an important role in connecting the unconnected and promoting women’s empowerment, particularly through Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) education and careers through initiatives such as Girls in ICTs;
d)	that equitable and affordable access for all to telecommunication/ICT applications creates job opportunities and entrepreneurial ventures, particularly for women, marginalized and underserved groups/communities;
e)	that telecommunication/ICT applications and services enhance social connectivity and access for all to vital services, improving quality of life. They enable real-time communication, and bridge gaps for marginalized and underserved groups/communities, ensuring inclusive participation in the digital age;
f)	that equitable and affordable access for all to telecommunications/ICTs are essential for political, economic, social, and cultural development, as they play an important role in poverty alleviation, job creation, environmental protection, including the prevention and mitigation of natural and other disasters;
g)	that the digital divide is a multi-dimensional and dynamic phenomenon, varying not only between countries, but also within countries creating distinct needs, depending upon geographical, social, economic, demographic and linguistic contexts which differ according to the specific conditions of the country or the region;
h)	that ineffective or unmonitored policy measures may unintentionally widen the digital divide,
recognising
a)	that without access to reliable identification tools in the digital age, individuals might face significant barriers in utilising telecommunications/ICTs to access essential services such as health and education, and financial services, which could deepen the digital divide;
b)	that many people, particularly in rural and low income areas, still lack affordable access to the Internet and telecommunication/ICT services;
c)	that digital skill gaps persist, in particular with women, persons with disabilities and older persons especially in rural and remote area facing limited access to training due to structural inequities. Women are less likely to be online or possess workplace-ready digital skills, while older adults show varied proficiency influenced by education and income. Equipping children and young people with digital skills is vital for bridging digital divides;
d)	that societal norms and stereotypes limit the ability of women, girls, persons with disabilities and older persons to benefit fully from digital transformation;
e)	that civil society plays an invaluable role in reaching unserved and underserved communities fostering public trust and driving community engagement in digital inclusion efforts;
f)	that the unconnected persons include those living in areas with no access to adequate telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, as well as a significantly larger number of persons who live in areas already covered by such infrastructure but do not use it due to barriers, inter alia, affordability and lack of digital skills;
g)	that accelerating broadband deployment is a considerable challenge, especially in hard-to-reach, rural, and remote areas where topography and demography make the return on investment challenging;
h)	that developing countries continue to face distinct and unique barriers to achieving universal and meaningful connectivity, including geographic isolation, small market size, limited international bandwidth, and vulnerability to natural disasters, the latter of which increases infrastructure costs and diverts already scarce resources from long-term ICT investment;
i)	that for SIDs and other coastal countries, connectivity in maritime environments is vital for safeguarding lives, supporting economic activities, and promoting sustainable development, especially for vulnerable maritime communities;
j)	that it is necessary to build partnerships with a range of stakeholders, including governments, the private sector, civil society, the technical community, and academia, to address digital divides;
k)	that narrowing the digital divide for all countries and all people is essential to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and implementing the Global Digital Compact (GDC), especially for women and girls, youth, indigenous peoples, older persons, persons with disabilities, and persons with specific needs;
l)	that leveraging new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs can play pivotal roles in enhancing universal and meaningful connectivity, driving innovation, and supporting inclusive growth, enabling smarter solutions and greater accessibility across sectors while taking into account the specific needs of underserved areas and marginalised groups;
m)	that new and emerging technologies including AI can also play a pivotal role in enhancing telecommunications/ICTs and universal and meaningful connectivity, which drives innovation, and supports inclusive growth, enabling smarter solutions and greater accessibility across sectors;
n)	that the rapid development of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs and new and emerging technologies is impacting the evolution of the digital divide and that developing countries face special challenges in harnessing the associated opportunities;
o)	that there exist international standards aimed at enhancing digital accessibility for persons with disabilities,
is of view
1	that resilient, secure, inclusive, and interoperable digital public infrastructure facilitates universal and meaningful connectivity, and promotes social and financial inclusion;
2	that governments are encouraged to prioritize investments in expanding the latest broadband infrastructure to unserved and underserved areas to ensure universal access to high-speed Internet at affordable price. By improving infrastructure and updating regulations, these investments help bridge the digital divide, enabling more people to participate in the digital economy, access essential services, and improve their quality of life;
3	that implementing targeted digital literacy and skills training programs can help bridge the skills gap and address the barrier to Internet adoption and use, particularly for women, persons with disabilities, youth, and older persons. These Digital literacy and skills programs may aim to equip individuals with essential skills to navigate and utilize telecommunication/ICT applications and services effectively. These programs may cover computer and other digital skills, and cybersecurity awareness. The benefits of these programmes include enhanced employability, social inclusion, awareness of cybersecurity and continuous learning; 
4	that creating policies which promote equality for communities facing systemic barriers and support the inclusion of marginalised groups of society in the digital economy can help address cultural barriers. These policies should include, equitable and affordable access for all to technology targeted digital literacy programs, careers in STEM for women, and accessible technology for older persons;
5	that digital skills can help leverage telecommunication/ICT applications and services for sustainable development;
6	that civil society and community groups can make an important contribution to supporting marginalized groups of the society, inter alia, women and older persons in accessing and using telecommunications/ICTs;
7	that stakeholders should work together to build progress towards universal access to high-speed Internet;
8	that the ITU within its mandate should continue to collaborate closely with other UN agencies, international organizations, and other stakeholders concerning connectivity and bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age-related issues;
9	that inclusive regulatory and governance approaches, such as multi-stakeholder universal connectivity roadmaps and community-based regulatory strategies, are essential to ensure responsiveness to underserved populations;
10	that governments pursuing digital transformations by adopting new and emerging telecommunication/ICT services and technologies should also take into account accessibility needs as well as age and gender-related considerations;
11	that collaborations between governments, the private sector, and civil society can drive initiatives to provide affordable digital access. Public-private partnerships (PPPs) can leverage the strengths of government agencies, private companies, and civil society to provide affordable digital access and training. These collaborations may include pooled resources, combining technological innovation with regulatory support, and scaling initiatives effectively. Incentives for the private sector and supportive policy and regulations and updated regulation can further enhance the effectiveness of PPPs in bridging the digital divide;
12	that the ITU plays a critical role in bridging the digital divide by facilitating interoperability, interconnection, and maximising global connectivity of telecommunication networks and services;
13	that it is urgent to bridge digital divides between and within countries and that international collaboration such as capacity building is important to these efforts;
14	that promoting affordable, accessible and inclusive telecommunication/ICT applications, services and tools for youth, older persons and persons with disabilities is crucial as well as considering their needs during digital transformation; 
15	that it is important to formulate digital inclusion strategies based on disaggregated data and localized analysis to identify digitally excluded groups in each country/region;
16	that policy makers should move beyond regulatory design and ensure mechanisms are in place to observe the actual implementation and impact of regulations over time with mechanisms like independent auditing, periodic reporting, and community feedback loops,
invites Member States
1	to consider establishing resilient, secure, inclusive, and interoperable telecommunication/ ICT networks and applications, including those that enable digital public infrastructure, tailored to national contexts, that facilitate universal and meaningful connectivity, and bridge digital divides;
2	to continue to review and, where appropriate, revise the scope of the relevant policy and regulatory frameworks and consider creating enabling environments for investments in expanding the latest mobile technologies such as IMT-2020, space based, and other broadband infrastructure to unserved and underserved areas including rural, remote and maritime area for benefit of respective communities. Provide incentives to telecom operators for offering mobile and broadband services in underserved and unserved areas;
3	to develop inclusive policies that promote equitable and affordable access for all, gender equality and support the digital inclusion of older persons and persons with disabilities by addressing cultural, structural, and accessibility barriers. These efforts should recognise and reflect national and regional diversity, ensure access for all to technology, provide targeted digital literacy programs, encourage women’s participation in STEM, and prioritize the design of accessible technologies for older persons, and persons with disabilities. Furthermore, states are encouraged to mainstream gender and age considerations across ICTs, STEM, and telecommunications strategies to build a more inclusive and equitable digital world;
4	to support research into barriers to accessing telecommunications/ICTs and meaningful use of the Internet with a focus on gender and age considerations;
5	to collect high-quality, disaggregated data by gender, age, geography, socio-economic status, Internet access and use, and participation in the telecommunication/ICT sector to enable measurement of the digital divide and to inform inclusive policy responses and development programs;
6	to engage with stakeholders from the private sector, civil society, the technical community, and academia to consider how best to expand meaningful and affordable connectivity and job opportunities in telecommunications/ICTs, provide digital skills and close the gender digital divide;
7	to adopt regional, local, and national strategies, in consultation with stakeholders, for tackling digital divides by ensuring connectivity for all, and by promoting context appropriate and locally relevant digital solutions that address the specific needs of communities and vulnerable groups and that stimulate demand and investment in digital infrastructure;
8	to promote and enhance digital literacy and skills policies, programmes, and mechanisms, and to integrate gender-responsive approaches in national ICT policies, strategies, and regulatory frameworks, in order to help bridge the digital divides, ensure equitable and affordable access for all, skills development, and meaningful participation of women and girls in the digital economy, including through active participation in regional and global collaborative forums;
9	to consider identifying gaps in digital skills curricula in education, apprenticeships, and other youth and adult job skills development programs and consider appropriate methods for addressing these gaps such as funding mechanisms while promoting career pathways and mentorship aligned with future workforce needs and emerging telecommunications/ICTs;
10	to consider adopting policy and regulatory measures that facilitate telecommunication/ICT infrastructure deployment and its sharing specially in rural and isolated areas;
11	to create an enabling environment for the deployment and adoption of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs leveraging their potential in bridging digital divides;
12	to enhance international cooperation including through capacity building, and exchange of best practices, in order to assist developing countries in leveraging new and emerging technologies to enhance telecommunications/ICTs and address the multifaceted challenges related to digital divides;
13	to establish policies, strategies, and standards, and provide training courses and guidance to enhance children’s digital skills and literacy while ensuring the protection of children online;
14	to develop plans and policies, implementing telecommunication/ICT technologies and products that meet the needs of older persons and persons with disabilities, creating an accessible and age-friendly environment;
15	to continue implementing policies that facilitate the non-discriminatory deployment of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs which is affordable and accessible to all, providing incentives to promote telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and services in unserved and underserved areas;
16	to strengthen partnerships between governments and stakeholders from the private sector, civil society, the technical community, academia, and development partners, to ensure effective coordination of interventions in skills development, expand meaningful and affordable connectivity and job opportunities in the telecommunication/ICT sector, provide digital skills, close the gender digital divide, and ensure that all groups in society have equitable access for all to training, education, and employment in telecommunications/ICTs, as a means of bridging the digital divides;
17	to consider adopting policies to address requirements for specialized skills in new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs, and new and emerging technologies;
18	to promote device recycling and redistribution to digitally excluded communities;
19	to promote telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and broadband networks/systems, particularly in remote and underserved areas including through complementary access networks and solutions, according to national regulations;
20	to upskill private and public-sector workers to deliver inclusive digital services, including skills training, to enhance digital inclusion efforts at the community level including digital skill training;
21	to encourage policymakers and regulators to adopt adaptive governance models, implement result-based monitoring, and promote community-informed policymakinsg to bridge the digital divide;
22	to develop and implement measures to ensure all telecommunications/ICTs equipment are in compliance with existing international accessibility standards,
invites the Secretary-General
1	to continue to reinforce the ITU’s efforts, within its mandate and in collaboration with Member States, stakeholders, and partner organizations, to bridge digital divides, particularly on gender, age, skills, and connectivity while ensuring that initiatives are responsive to the specific circumstances of developing countries, in line with ITU data and findings on universal and meaningful connectivity;
2	to assist in facilitating and sharing of best practices, guidelines, and toolkits among developing Member States for integrating gender equality considerations into ICT policies and strategies.


OPINION 2
Green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability
The seventh World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Nassau, 2026),
recalling
a)	Resolution 70/1 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), on transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular, Sustainable Development Goals 12 on ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns and 13 on take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts;
b)	Resolution 80/173 of UNGA, on the outcome document of the high-level meeting on the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS+20);
c)	Resolution 79/1 of UNGA, on the Pact of the Future;
d)	Resolution 182 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the role of telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICTs) in regard to climate change and protection of the environment;
e)	Resolution 1429 of the ITU Council, adopted at its 2024 session, on ITU’s role in facilitating ICTs’ contribution to sustainability and climate action;
f)	Resolution 73 (Rev. New Delhi, 2024) of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), on ICTs, environment, climate change and circular economy;
g)	Resolution 79 (Rev. New Delhi, 2024) of WTSA, on the role of telecommunications/ICTs in handling and controlling e-waste from telecommunications and information technology equipment and methods of treating it;
h)	Resolution 66 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, on ICT, environment, climate change and circular economy,
emphasising
a)	that climate change and biodiversity loss and pollution represent significant challenges of our time and that addressing them requires progress towards sustainable development;
b)	that limiting global warming requires rapid, deep and sustained reductions in global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in line with the principles and commitments set out in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement, in the light of different national circumstances,
taking into account
a)	that telecommunications/ICTs contribute to climate change throughout their life cycle;
b)	that a green digital transformation combats climate change by developing, deploying, and disposing of telecommunications/ICTs in environmentally sustainable ways;
c)	that a green digital transformation reduces the environmental footprint of telecommunications/ICTs by promoting circularity throughout their life cycle: extending the life of equipment, combatting software obsolescence, promoting the repair and refurbishment of devices, and improving the recovery and reuse of material resources from related waste;
d)	that new policy initiatives, such as a green digital transformation, are essential to meet agreed climate change targets laid out in the Paris Agreement signed at the 21st UN Climate Change Conference (COP21), with the United Nations Environmental Program reporting that limiting global warming to 1.5° C is impossible under the current Nationally Determined Contributions,
considering
a)	ITU’s Green Digital Companies Report with the World Benchmarking Alliance, that revealed that the race to develop artificial intelligence and expand data centres is driving unprecedented growth in the digital sector and fuelling a sharp rise in GHG emissions and energy consumption;
b)	the importance of leveraging digital technologies for achieving the ultimate objectives of the UNFCCC, in the context of sustainable development, and the Paris Agreement signed at the COP21;
c)	that public procurement frameworks and market mechanisms can encourage the deployment of environmentally sustainable telecommunications/ICTs,
recognising
a)	that the environmental benefits and damage of telecommunications/ICTs are not evenly distributed and that many developing countries suffer from environmental hazards due to e-waste;
b)	according to the United Nations’ 2024 Digital Economy Report, in per capita terms, developed countries generated on average 3.25 kg of digital-related waste compared with less than 1 kg in developing countries, and 0.21 kg in the least developed countries;
c)	that industry practices should promote opportunities and incentives for consumers to reuse, repair, and recycle ICT products, which aim at reducing e-waste, particularly in developing countries;
d)	that telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, including data centres, can lead to high energy consumption and carbon emissions if they are not managed sustainably; 
e)	that the rapid development of telecommunications/ICTs can lead to increased electronic waste, which poses environmental hazards;
f)	that small island developing States and other countries with small populations may face challenges in implementing green digital transformation programs without partnerships to scale up operations;
g)	that developing countries may have challenges meeting Paris Agreement targets and facilitating the green digital transformation without financial and technical support;
h)	that a green digital transformation must factor in that many developing countries still need to digitalize further in order to participate effectively in the global economy and society;
i)	the contributions made by relevant ITU Study Groups across all three Sectors, such as ITU‑T Study Group 5, ITU-R Study Group 7, ITU-D Study Group 2;
j)	that policies can promote the principles of the circular economy, such as, for example, sharing of telecommunications infrastructure,
is of the view
1	that rapid, deep and sustained reductions in global GHG emissions are necessary to achieve a sustainable green digital transformation;
2	that national, regional and local governments, the private sector, civil society, the technical community and academia should partner together and work towards green digital transformation;
3	that, while telecommunications/ICTs make a significant contribution to global GHG emissions, their transformative power can be harnessed in order to address climate change;
4	that the increasing, dynamic pace of the telecommunication/ICT sector should be compatible with a green digital transformation and represents an opportunity for economic growth, improved competitiveness, and sustainable development across all economic sectors, while simultaneously decreasing GHG emissions from other sectors;
5	that telecommunications/ICTs could help to mitigate the environmental impact of other sectors by multiple ways, such as identifying data-driven actionable insights;
6	that transitioning to a more circular economy would optimize the economic and environmental impacts of telecommunications/ICTs, including supporting business opportunities and job creation;
7	that sustainability, energy efficiency, inter alia, voluntary infrastructure sharing and reducing e-waste should be integral considerations in the development, deployment and use of telecommunications/ICTs,
invites Member States
1	to utilise telecommunications/ICTs as an effective method for reducing GHG emissions across multiple economic sectors;
2	to formulate appropriate strategies and policies at the regional, national, and local level that promote the circularity of telecommunication/ICT equipment at the public sector, consumer and industry level;
3	to promote the development of low-cost safe and sustainable-by-design solutions with reduced carbon footprint across their lifecycle;
4	to foster an enabling environment for investment into environmentally sustainable telecommunications/ICTs;
5	to invest in research and development into environmentally sustainable telecommunications/ICTs;
6	to consider using government procurement requirements to encourage deployment of sustainable telecommunications/ICTS among relevant organisations, if appropriate;
7	to encourage the evaluation of the full range of environmental impacts of telecommunications/ICTs across their life cycle, from planning to disposal, to inform policy, innovation, and sustainable design practices;
8	to implement public awareness campaigns on e-waste disposal and recycling that increase understanding among consumers about the waste implications of their devices;
[bookmark: _Hlk211347167]9	to incentivize use of renewable energy and energy efficient devices with low GHG emissions, taking into account circumstances and capabilities of individual Member States;
10	to strengthen frameworks for disposal of e-waste management by way of developing policies, regulations, frameworks and strategies,
invites Member States, Sector Members and other stakeholders
1	to take urgent and immediate steps to reduce the negative environmental impact and risks of telecommunications/ICTs and all relevant infrastructure;
2	to strengthen their commitment to tackling e-waste, by planning for future recycling at the design stage of future ICTs, to encourage the use and development of sustainable and robust telecommunication/ICT equipment as well as recyclable materials as part of the circular economy;
3	to promote sustainable consumption and production patterns, by participating in the circular economy of telecommunications/ICTs, by encouraging the repair, reuse, and resale of relevant devices, and by raising public awareness on e-waste disposal and recycling;
4	to develop policies that promote energy-efficient technologies, which can contribute to reducing the sector's carbon footprint;
5	to adopt e-waste management policies, including recycling programs and responsible disposal of old electronics;
6	to harness the power of digital transformation to advance inclusive and sustainable development, while mitigating its negative environmental impacts by shifting towards a circular digital economy, characterized by responsible consumption and production, renewable energy use, and comprehensive e-waste management;
7	to incentivize the reduction of carbon emissions to encourage sustainable practices in digital industries;
8	to utilize telecommunications/ICTs to combat climate change and promote circularity in other sectors, such as energy, manufacturing industries, transportation, buildings and agriculture to achieve the sustainable development goals;
9	to recognise the importance of international collaboration for a green digital transformation, including voluntary and mutually agreed technology transfer and development, across all actors of society, sectors and regions, in contributing to progress towards the goals of the UNFCCC conferences and the Paris Agreement;
10	to consider adopting relevant ITU-T recommendations on e-waste and the environment;
11	to participate actively in ITU’s activities on sustainable development and the intersectoral related efforts;
12	to promote infrastructure and resource sharing (and cross-sector infrastructure sharing where feasible), in order to reduce redundant infrastructure, minimize resource consumption, lower energy use, and leverage assets across sectors such as energy, transport and telecommunications/ICTs;
13	to integrate telecommunications/ICTs into environmental protection strategies to create an overall ecosystem for moving towards sustainable future,
invites the Secretary-General
1	to work on raising the capability of all related stakeholders, especially those most affected by climate change, and having regard to their development plans, on ICT environmental protection issues and for the well-being of the population;
2	to promote international partnerships for green digital transformation that empower countries, particularly developing countries, to participate in the digital economy;
3	to further strengthen coordination between the three sectors on their work addressing green digital transformation;
4	to facilitate collaboration among Member States, regional entities and other key stakeholders, to share knowledge, and best practices to support institutional capacity building of member states to advance green digital transformation initiatives.

OPINION 3
Resilience of telecommunications/ICTs
The seventh World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Nassau, 2026),
recalling
a)	Resolution 79/1 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), on the Pact of the Future; 
b)	Resolution 70/1 of UNGA, on transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular, Sustainable Development Goals 12 (ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns) and 13 (take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts); 
c)	Resolution 80/173 of UNGA, on the outcome document of the high-level meeting on the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS+20);
d)	Resolution 130 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on strengthening the role of ITU in building confidence and security in the use of information and communications technologies (ICTs); 
e)	Resolution 136 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the use of telecommunications/ICTs for humanitarian assistance and for monitoring and management in emergency and disaster situations, including health-related emergencies, for early warning, prevention, mitigation and relief; 
f)	Resolution 139 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the use of telecommunications/ICTs to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive information society; 
g)	Resolution 182 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the role of telecommunications/ICTs in regard to climate change and the protection of the environment; 
h)	Resolution 200 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the Connect 2030 Agenda for global telecommunication/ICT, including broadband, for sustainable development;
i)	Resolution 11 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), on telecommunication/ICT services in rural, isolated, unserved and underserved areas; 
j)	Resolution 34 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of WTDC, on the role of telecommunication/ICTs in disaster preparedness, early warning, rescue, mitigation, relief and response;
k)	Resolution 37 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of WTDC, on bridging the digital divide;
l)	Resolution 45 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of WTDC, on mechanisms for enhancing cooperation on cybersecurity, including countering and combating spam,
noting
resilient telecommunications/ICTs are capable of predicting, responding to, and withstanding a variety of emergencies, including, but not limited to, climate-related ones, cyber incidents, natural hazards or disasters,
taking into account
a)	that building resilient telecommunications/ICTs capable of withstanding natural disasters or hazards, different cyberthreats and non-malicious technical outages is vital at a time when accessing and delivering essential services and information depends on the Internet; 
b)	that resilience initiatives are increasingly important because climate change is contributing to a greater number of disasters which affect telecommunications/ICTs; 
c)	the importance of ensuring resilient telecommunications/ICTs are accessible to all, in particular, unserved and underserved groups, as crises can exacerbate pre-existing inequalities and digital divides; 
d)	the multiple and interacting challenges of geographical digital divides when designing and deploying resilient telecommunications/ICTs in least developed countries (LDCs), landlocked developing countries (LLDCs), and small island developing States (SIDS), where limited capacity to build resilience and vulnerable locations make the impact of emergencies more severe on their economies and infrastructures; 
e)	the importance of developing resilient telecommunications/ICTs that can withstand different threats, while also meeting the diverse user access requirements, particularly the requirements of persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs, to ensure resilient telecommunications/ICTs are deployed equitably;
f)	that the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, noted in its General Recommendation No. 37 that a lack of active participation by women in programmes related to disaster risk reduction and climate resilience can impede their development and effectiveness, 
considering
a)	that resilient telecommunication/ICT infrastructure is essential for supporting the global digital economy, fostering innovation, and driving growth, especially as economies become increasingly dependent on robust ICT systems; 
b)	that promoting reliable and secure connectivity and accessibility of telecommunications/ICT systems to all segments of society can enhance economic opportunities, education, healthcare, and other critical sectors, contributing to sustainable economic development; 
c)	that strengthening telecommunication/ICT infrastructure in underserved and remote areas, through innovative solutions, would contribute to resilient digital economies;
d)	that resilient and secure telecommunication/ICT systems are critical in supporting business continuity, public service delivery, and access to essential services in times of crisis, natural disasters, different cyber threats, non-malicious technical outages, and global health emergencies;
e)	that the use of telecommunications/ICTs for sharing of information in the event of a crisis is a powerful decision-making tool for rescue and response services and operating entities, and for communication with and between individuals; that ICTs are essential for climate resilience activities, such as climate monitoring and protecting natural ecosystems, data gathering, rapid information transfer and managing the risks of climate change;
f)	that telecommunications/ICTs must remain resilient and dependable against a spectrum of external disruptions, such as natural disasters or hazards, power cuts, and cyber incidents;
g)	that enhancing the cybersecurity of telecommunication/ICT systems is essential for building trust in digital economies, supporting financial transactions, e-commerce, and safeguarding personally identifiable information; 
h)	resilience should be incorporated into all stages of the design and deployment of telecommunications/ICTs to uphold durability throughout their lifecycle, to withstand changing environments, and to avoid exacerbating or threats and vulnerabilities; 
i)	the need to foster public awareness of basic security measures for resilience, including cyber hygiene, and to ensure that messaging is accessible to all users;
j)	that fostering partnerships between governments, the private sector, regulatory authorities, civil society, the technical community, academia and international organizations is key to ensuring the development of resilient telecommunication/ICT ecosystems that can adapt to evolving threats and opportunities in the digital economy; 
k)	that international collaboration and sharing of best practices can strengthen national capacities to build robust telecommunication/ICT systems, ensuring all countries benefit from the opportunities created by the digital economy; 
l)	that the importance of iterative long-term strategies and risk management plans that coordinate the resilience of a range of telecommunications/ICTs, which make it easier to anticipate and respond to issues across contexts and address constantly evolving threats and vulnerabilities;
m)	that the promotion and utilization of innovative technologies can play a pivotal role in building resilient telecommunication/ICT economies capable of adapting to technological advancements and market shifts; 
n)	the importance of submarine cable infrastructure and its resilience, and the outcomes of the 2025 Abuja and 2026 Porto International Submarine Cable Resilience Summits,
recognising
a)	that resilient telecommunications/ICTs are an essential foundation for sustainable development and bridging digital divides; 
b)	the adoption of advanced technologies, would require significant capital investment that can be inaccessible to developing countries, resulting in continued reliance on outdated ICT infrastructure;
c)	that the absence or instability of grid electricity in many developing countries significantly hampers the adoption, deployment, operation, and maintenance of modern ICT infrastructure;
d)	that the role of the private sector, civil society, the technical community, academia, and regional and international organisations in providing telecommunication/ICT equipment and services, expertise and capacity-building assistance to support resilience initiatives; 
e)	that the work of the ITU in key resilience activities, such as the Early Warnings for All Initiative, and the contributions of ITU study groups across all three sectors, in developing technical recommendations and best practices,
is of the view
1	that resilience policies and initiatives should be multi-facetted and comprehensive encompassing cybersecurity, early warnings systems and early action, the regular upgrading and maintenance of telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, environmental monitoring, disaster risk reduction initiatives and public-private collaboration;
2	that enhancing resilience requires coordinated action among governments, regulatory authorities, the private sector, civil society, the technical community, and academia, with national authorities playing a key role in prioritizing the development of resilient, secure, and adaptable telecommunication/ICT systems to support long-term digital growth and the continuity of essential services;
3	that it is essential to build resilience into all stages of telecommunication/ICT design, development and deployment; 
4	that resilient telecommunication/ICT infrastructure is a critical enabler of economic growth, digital inclusion, and innovation, and must be adaptable to emerging challenges; 
5	that bridging the digital divide and ensuring affordable access to telecommunications/ICTs is integral to building resilience; 
6	that cooperation and collaboration on, best practices, and enabling environments for investment, and innovative financing mechanisms play important roles in building resilient telecommunication/ICT systems that are capable of responding to global challenges and supporting economic stability, especially during natural disasters and emergencies;
7	that a multi-channel approach to public-awareness raising should be adopted to ensure relevant resilience messaging, such as emergency communications and cyber hygiene-related advice, reaches a wide audience and enables individuals to act earlier and protect themselves; 
8	that environmental protection represents one of the greatest challenges of our time, and that resilience to natural disasters can be strengthened through the establishment of early-warning systems and national emergency telecommunication plans;
9	that building cyber resilience across society is essential to tackling the growing cyber threat; 
10	that promoting innovation and the deployment of new technologies is necessary to ensure that telecommunication/ICT economies remain competitive, secure, and resilient; 
11	that energy resilience innovations can support infrastructure resilience ensuring that telecommunication and ICT infrastructure can access alternative sources of powers;
12	the ITU should continue to conduct training programmes, workshops, and capacity building to promote telecommunication/ICT resilience,
invites Member States, Sector Members and other stakeholders to work collaboratively 
1	to prioritize the sharing of information on the development and implementation of policies that promote resilient, secure, and robust telecommunication/ICT infrastructures, ensuring alignment with international standards and best practices; 
2	to continue to facilitate and enhance efforts to strengthen telecommunications/ICTs, including digital, infrastructure resilience, ensuring that these systems are secure, robust, and adaptable to future challenges and able to ensure continuity of service in times of disruption; 
3	to explore opportunities and address the challenges faced in building resilient telecommunication/ICT systems, ensuring continuity of service in times of disruption;
4	to work with the private sector, civil society, the technical community, and academia to promote resilient telecommunications/ICTs by providing programmes of technical support and capacity building;
5	to strengthen public-private partnerships in order to foster resilience in the telecommunication/ICT ecosystem and address related emerging challenges and opportunities therein; 
6	to mainstream a gender perspective into national strategies dealing with resilience and ensure that decision-making is inclusive;
7	to continue to deploy all necessary efforts to integrate cyber incident response, disaster risk reduction, disaster mitigation, disaster relief and resilience into telecommunication/ICT development plans, considering persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs and the importance of collaborating with all stakeholders in all disaster phases; 
8	to adopt relevant ITU recommendations that could contribute to the building of telecommunication/ICT resilience and effective response to crises; 
9	to actively participate in international forums on the resilience of telecommunications/ICTs, sharing knowledge and experiences; 
10	to support international activities to promote capacity building for resilience, especially for LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS;
11	to encourage and enable investment in resilient telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, particularly in unserved, underserved, and geographically challenging areas;
12	to adopt telecommunication/ICT resilience strategies, including disaster risk management and outage response plans;
13	to promote policies that strengthen the security and resilience of telecommunication/ICT supply chains, ensuring that equipment is secure and resilient;
14	to support the role of new and emerging telecommunication/ICT services and technologies, in enhancing early warning systems, threat detection, and adaptive response strategies for telecommunication/ICT resilience;
15	to consider taking into account the Abuja and Porto Summit outcomes when adopting and implementing policies to enhance submarine cable resilience,
invites the Secretary-General
1	to continue to facilitate and enhance international efforts to strengthen and promote the resilience of telecommunications/ICTs;
2	to ensure that the ITU continues to support Member States in developing and strengthening policy and regulatory frameworks for ICT and telecommunications resilience.


[bookmark: _Hlk133586559][bookmark: _Hlk133421428]OPINION 4
Space connectivity
The seventh World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Nassau, 2026),
recalling
a)	Resolution 70/1 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), on transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; 
b)	Resolution 76/3 of UNGA, on the “Space2030” Agenda: space as a driver of sustainable development; 
c)	the relevant provision of Article 44 of the ITU Constitution;
d)	relevant resolutions of the Plenipotentiary Conference related to the topic of space-based telecommunication/information and communication technology (ICT) networks and services, including, among others, Resolution 139 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), Resolution 186 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), Resolution 218 (Bucharest, 2022) and Resolution 219 (Bucharest, 2022); 
e)	relevant resolutions of the main conferences and assemblies of the three Sectors of ITU related to the topic of space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services, including, among others, Resolution 22 (Rev. Dubai, 2023) of the World Radiocommunication Conference; Resolutions 11 (Rev. Baku, 2025), 37 (Rev. Baku, 2025), 77 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, and Resolution 74 (Dubai, 2023) of the Radiocommunication Assembly;
f)	relevant provisions of Article 18 of the Radio Regulations (Rev. Dubai, 2023);
g)	relevant best practice guidelines developed under the Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR),
considering
a)	that identifying and advocating tools and measures to accelerate space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services can support global economic prosperity, improve digital inclusion, and address disparities in access to space-based technologies;
b)	that strengthening tools and platforms for effective international cooperation with regards to the Radio Regulations are essential to enabling inclusive participation in space-based telecommunication/ICT;
c)	that innovative approaches for addressing the impacts of space-based telecommunications/ICTs related debris can help support long-term continuity of space-based telecommunication/ICT services;
d)	that governments face both opportunities and challenges in harnessing space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services, and that their role is crucial in shaping policies that foster innovation while ensuring the responsible use of radio frequency spectrum and associated satellite orbits;
e)	that the ITU Constitution recognizes the sovereign right of each Member State to regulate its telecommunications, both terrestrial and space-based;
f)	that ITU initiatives such as the Space Sustainability Forum are designed as opportunities to present, discuss good, practices, guidelines, and strategies necessary to ensure that space remains accessible and sustainable for both current and future space activities,
recognising
a)	that the private sector has a leading role in deploying space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services, and that it continues to develop technological innovations and creative business models alongside other stakeholders including government, academia, and civil society;
b)	that space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services, including satellites in geostationary orbit (GSO) and non-geostationary orbit (non-GSO), have an ability to help in bridging the digital divides by provide connectivity in wide geographical areas with potential deployment cost-savings due to a reduced need for ground infrastructure, providing a resilient solution for connectivity to people in low population density areas including underserved regions, especially in least developed countries (LDCs), landlocked developing countries (LLDCs), and small island developing States (SIDS);
[bookmark: _Hlk175572783]c)	that space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services used by both non-GSO and GSO systems are rapidly evolving, and that the complementarity of the two systems is one of the key opportunities for expanding connectivity;
d)	that industry good practices, combined with enabling forward-ward leaning policy frameworks, contribute to maximizing the potential of space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services;
e)	that capacity-building efforts, including the sharing of best practices and events such as the Global Symposium for Regulators and with the recent development of the GSR-24 and GSR-25 Best Practice Guidelines, can help countries keep pace with the rapid deployment of space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services can help inform administrations evolving national regulatory approaches as countries address issues such as licensing and security;
f)	that equitable access to space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services calls for reflection on challenges still to be addressed such as space-based telecommunications/ ICT‑related resources utilization; 
g)	that the ITU has a specific mandate over telecommunications/ICTs, including space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services, that complements competencies within the wider United Nations system and that efforts need to be coordinated to avoid duplication of efforts across agencies;
h)	that space connectivity can strengthen national resilience and disaster response when integrated into national emergency telecommunications plans,
is of the view
1	that the promotion and use of space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services, independently or together, where appropriate, with terrestrial networks and services, can contribute to sustainable, social and economic development and particularly for underserved areas, including in LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS for ensuring long term benefits and addressing emerging challenges; 
2	that an enabling environment based on transparent, stable, updated, policies and regulatory frameworks support investment in, and access to, space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services; 
3	that adopting technologically neutral approaches to connectivity targets benefit consumer’s choice and provides flexibility to choose the most suitable solution; 
4	that administrations may find it beneficial to consider updating regulatory policies and measures, if they deem appropriate, to adapt to innovation, in the deployment and development of space-based telecommunication/ICT satellite networks and services, encouraging industry participation and conditions that allow space based and terrestrial services to develop;
5	that global partnerships and international cooperation with other UN agencies, international organizations, and stakeholders are essential to promote Member State engagement in space communication activities, particularly for developing countries, contributing towards achieving the SDGs, without prejudice to national priorities and approaches;
6	that exploring avenues for international cooperation, knowledge exchange initiatives, can facilitate equitable opportunities presented by space-based telecommunication/ICT applications and services;
7	that support for research and innovation may contribute to the long-term sustainability of space-based telecommunication/ICT activities, fostering collaboration among concerned entities, within their mandates, and multistakeholder cooperation, including industry;
8	that public and private sector investment in space-based telecommunications/ICTs plays an important role in in expanding connectivity, and addressing barriers to investment can foster innovation and accelerate access to connectivity,
invites Member States
1	to consider adopting policy and regulatory measures that facilitate access to space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services as referred to in is of the view 4; 
2	to consider technologically inclusive approaches to connectivity targets, based on good practices that provide consumers and providers flexibility to choose the technology that best fits local needs,
invites Member States, Sector Members and other stakeholders to work collaboratively 
1	to consider actively participating in relevant international fora focused on space-based telecommunications/ICTs aimed at bridging the digital divides; 
2	to enhance global partnerships and strengthen cooperation to promote and harness space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services for sustainable development; 
[bookmark: _Hlk219985672]3	to promote collaboration and sharing of good practices on policy and regulatory frameworks for space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services; 
4	to facilitate the collaboration between terrestrial network and non-terrestrial space-based telecommunication/ICT operators to take advantage of new and emerging telecommunication/ICT services and technologies; 
5	to strengthen policy and regulatory frameworks for development and deployment of space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services,
invites the Secretary-General, in close collaboration with the Directors of the Radiocommunication and Development Bureaux
1	to continue to facilitate and strengthen ITU efforts to promote access to space-based telecommunication/ICT networks and services as part of broader ITU efforts to achieve universal and meaningful connectivity and the sustainable use of outer space connectivity resources such as radio frequency spectrum and associated orbits by the telecommunication/ICT sector;
2	to continue to support regulators and policy makers by capacity building through developing tools and resources, including case studies of modern good practices on space-based telecommunications/ICTs.


OPINION 5
Strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship
The seventh World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Nassau, 2026),
recalling
a)	Resolution 80/173 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), on the outcome document of the high-level meeting on the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS+20);
b)	Resolution 79/1 of UNGA, on the Pact of the Future;
c)	Resolution 70/1 of UNGA, on transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular, Sustainable Development Goals 8, on promoting sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all, and 9, on building resilient infrastructure, promoting inclusive and sustainable industrialization and fostering innovation;
d)	Resolution 198 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on empowerment of youth through telecommunication/information and communication technology (ICT);
e)	Resolution 205 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the ITU's role in fostering telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation to support the digital economy and society;
f)	Resolution 209 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on encouraging the participation of small and medium enterprises in the work of the Union,
recognising
a)	that ICT-centric innovation ecosystems can foster socio-economic development and community revitalization, addressing environmental challenges, driving sustainable development while increasing inclusiveness, providing economies of scale, and bridging the digital divide;
b)	that as digital natives, young people have important roles to play in ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship;
c)	that supporting ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship, including through promoting an enabling environment, is key to digital transformation and digital inclusion;
d)	that start-up entrepreneurs and micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), especially those from developing countries, unserved, and underserved areas, may face challenges regarding ICT-centric innovation and these challenges should be addressed holistically;
e)	that digital divides impose a core obstacle to telecommunication/ICT entrepreneurship and ICT-centric innovation;
f)	that ITU has been contributing to the sustainable development of the global digital economy through promoting the access to and development of telecommunications/ICT, advancing standardization of telecommunications/ICT, and fostering partnerships,
considering
that stakeholders including governments, the private sector, civil society, the technical community and academia, and international organizations have important roles to play in an ecosystem which encourages and supports ICT-centric innovation and entrepreneurship,
is of the view
1	that telecommunications/ICTs are key enablers of entrepreneurship offering significant opportunities for growth, innovation, and sustainable development;
2	that strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship involves activating key factors such as access to capital, telecommunication/ICT and diverse digital skill sets, fostering public-private partnerships, including for financing; ensuring open and competitive markets that enable new players to enter, innovate, and grow; and streamlining regulatory frameworks;
3	that evidence based policymaking and transparent, and predictable regulatory frameworks that encourage digital transformation should be updated in line with best practices as these are essential for fostering ICT-centric innovation and entrepreneurship that benefit entrepreneurs and MSMEs, while facilitating collaboration with larger enterprises and their integration into innovation ecosystems;
4	that sustained efforts are essential to unlock the opportunities of the digital economy and telecommunication/ICT ecosystem, and to allow for greater participation and integration in digital transformation, whereby all stakeholders can contribute to creating a robust and flexible policy environment in the telecommunication/ICT sector;
5	that open-source software could be beneficial for entrepreneurs and MSMEs to access and deploy new and emerging telecommunication/ICT services and technologies;
6	that the availability and quality of digital skilling opportunities, including through school curricula and lifelong learning, play a critical role in shaping a society's potential for innovation and entrepreneurship;
7	that it is important to empower unserved and underserved communities as entrepreneurs by endeavouring to ensure their access to key enablers of innovation, such as financing, with deliberate measures to accelerate women and youth participation;
8	that ITU, within its mandate and existing mechanisms, can further enhance its role in supporting ICT-centric innovation ecosystems, and entrepreneurship, and contribute to the development of the digital economy,
invites Member States
1	to foster an enabling environment for ICT-centric innovation ecosystems by strengthening evidence-based policymaking alongside transparent, and predictable regulatory frameworks, updated in line with best practices and to consider policies and strategies to support ICT-centric innovation, empowering MSMEs to actively participate in the digital economy and enhance competition;
2	to encourage investments by removing barriers in digital ecosystems, and create favourable conditions for investment and innovation;
3	to promote awareness of environmental challenges within initiatives aimed at strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship;
4	to facilitate digital transformation, and by taking appropriate action to support start-up entrepreneurs and enterprises including in unserved and underserved communities in better leveraging telecommunications/ICTs;
5	to consider creating an ICT-centric innovation ecosystem that fosters the participation of enterprises of all sizes —large, medium, small, and micro— while promoting telecommunication/ ICT-centric skills development to support sustainable entrepreneurship and innovation;
6	to take steps to address the gender digital divide in order to support ICT-centric innovation and entrepreneurship by women and girls in the telecommunication/ICT sector;
7	to consider implementing demand-oriented ICT-centric innovation policy frameworks to accelerate commercialization and improve the conditions of ICT-centric innovations as an enabler for the digital economy, 
invites Member States, Sector Members and other stakeholders
1	to foster transparent, stable, predictable and competitive policy frameworks for promoting an ICT-centric innovation ecosystem;
2	to facilitate public-private investment by fostering closer collaboration between education and research centres and the private sector, while considering funding internships and scholarships and promoting telecommunication/ICT-centric skills development within national education systems to support ICT-centric innovation ecosystems that drive entrepreneurship;
3	to promote and develop public-private-partnerships to support telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, incubation, and early-stage funding for ICT start-ups;
4	to foster participation and development of enterprises of all sizes —large, medium, small and micro— while promoting the digital transformation of the entire value chain, and to proactively share best practices that support MSMEs in their digital transformation efforts;
5	to support and establish initiatives through partnership with industry and academia that promote ICT-centric entrepreneurship among young people, while enhancing digital talent supply and targeted digital skills training and digital-literacy programmes to close existing skills gaps;
6	to encourage ICT-centric innovation and entrepreneurship within local populations by supporting community-driven programs and complementary solutions, while taking into account the diverse views and needs of all stakeholders —including the private sector, civil society, the technical community, and academia;
7	to support research on barriers affecting ICT-centric entrepreneurial activities, implement tailored strategies to address these barriers, and share best practices on regional, local, and national initiatives that promote ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship;
8	to foster international and regional cooperation to share good practises and support capacity development to access the benefits of telecommunications/ICTs and bridging the digital divides;
9	to encourage MSMEs to participate in international open-source initiatives for new and emerging telecommunication/ICT services and technologies;
10	to promote collaboration between industry and academia to foster the sustainability of ICT‑centric innovations,
invites the Secretary-General
to enhance ITU’s role within its mandate and existing mechanisms as a platform for collaboration and dialogue between Member States, Sector Members and academia, capacity building, and exchange good practices on ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship.


ANNEX I
1.	REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF WORKING GROUP 1 TO THE PLENARY
Working Group 1, chaired by Ms Roberta dos Santos Pereira Hakme (Brazil) with Vice-Chair Mr Kirk Sookram (Telecommunications Authority of Trinidad and Tobago), met on 2 September 2026 from 1115 to 1230 hours EDT and from 1430 to 1550 hours EDT. The Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary-General Doreen Bogdan-Martin provided opening remarks. The Chair presented the Draft Opinion 1: Bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as skills and connectivity.
Following this, a short scene-setting expert panel discussion was held comprised of panelists Mr Alonso Zeledón Carazo, Vice Minister of Telecommunications, Costa Rica, Ms Nele Leosk, Team Lead, Knowledge Hub Digital at the European Commission, and Mr Tariq Mohammed, Technical Advisor to the Secretary-General; and Chair, Caribbean ICT Youth Network, Caribbean Telecommunications Union (CTU). The panel was moderated by the Chair, Ms dos Santos Pereira Hakme.
Member States and Sector Members delivered statements through prior inscriptions that will be available on the website: https://wtpf.itu.int/2026/statements/all-statements/.
Given below is a brief report of the Working Group’s discussion on the draft Opinion:
The Working Group discussed Draft Opinion 1: Bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as skills and connectivity, as well as the written contribution from Kenya (WTPF-26/3). The contributor presented their contribution orally for the meeting’s consideration. Several oral inputs were also received from delegates on the draft Opinion. Those changes that were agreed by consensus have been reflected in Opinion 1 set out in Part II of this Report.
In view of the discussions, Working Group 1 endorsed draft Opinion 1 with the changes agreed by the meeting and submitted it to the Plenary for further consideration and approval.
In closing, the Chair thanked the Vice-Chair, the Elected Officials and the Secretariat for their support, as well as the interpreters, and conference staff.
Ms Roberta dos Santos Pereira Hakme
Chair of Working Group 1
2.	REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF WORKING GROUP 2 TO THE PLENARY
Working Group 2, chaired by Mr Muath S. AlRumayh (Saudi Arabia) with Vice-Chair Mr Ahmed Riad Ismail (Huawei), met on 2 September 2026 from 1615 to 1730 hours EDT, and on 3 September 2026 from 0930 to 1040 hours EDT. The Chair, Vice-Chair and Dr. Cosmas Zavazava, Director, Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT), provided opening remarks.
The Chair presented the Draft Opinion 2: Green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability
Following this, a short scene-setting expert panel discussion was held comprised of Dr. Jerry Christopher Butler (Inter-American Development Bank), Ms Norhani Mohamad Adzhar (Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission), and Mr Aaron BOYD (Welchman Keen Pte. Ltd.). The panel discussion was moderated by Dr. Zavazava.
Member States and Sector Members delivered statements through prior inscriptions that will be available on the website: https://wtpf.itu.int/2026/statements/all-statements/. 
Given below is a brief report of the Working Group’s discussion on the draft Opinion:
The Working Group discussed Draft Opinion 2: Green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability, as well as the written contribution from Kenya (WTPF-26/3). The contributor presented their contribution orally for the meeting’s consideration. Several oral inputs were also received from delegates during the meeting. Those changes that were agreed by consensus have been reflected in Opinion 2 set out in Part II of this Report.
In view of the discussions, Working Group 2 endorsed draft Opinion 2 with the changes agreed by the meeting and submitted it to the Plenary for further consideration and approval.
In closing, the Chair thanked the Vice-Chair, the Elected Officials and the Secretariat for their support, as well as the interpreters, and conference staff.
Mr Muath S. AlRumayh
Chair of Working Group 2
3.	REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF WORKING GROUP 3 TO THE PLENARY
Working Group 3, chaired by Ms Cynthia Leungo Lesufi (South Africa) with Vice-Chair Mr Nate Davis (American Registry for Internet Numbers), met on 3 September 2026 from 1105 to 1230 EDT and from 1430 to 1530 EDT. The Chair, the Vice-Chair and Ms Nur Sulyna Abdullah, Chief, Strategic Planning and Membership Department, ITU, provided opening remarks.
The Chair presented the Draft Opinion 3: Resilience of Telecommunication/ICTs. 
Following this, a short scene-setting expert panel discussion was held comprised of Mr Sameer Bhatti, Chief Executive Officer, The Bahamas Telecommunications Company, Bahamas, H.E. Ms Smita Rossetti, British High Commissioner to The Bahamas, and Mr Sunday Abraham Oshadami, Executive commissioner Technical Services, Nigerian Communications Commission. The panel discussion was moderated by Ms Nur Sulyna Abdullah.
Member States and Sector Members delivered statements through prior inscriptions that will be available on the website: https://wtpf.itu.int/2026/statements/all-statements/. 
Given below is a brief report of the Working Group’s discussion on the draft Opinion:
The Working Group discussed Draft Opinion 3. Several oral comments were also received from delegates during the meeting. 
In view of the discussions, Working Group 3 endorsed draft Opinion 3 and submitted it to the Plenary for further consideration and approval.
In closing, the Chair thanked the Vice-Chair, the Elected Officials and the Secretariat for their support, as well as the interpreters, and conference staff.
Ms Cynthia Leungo Lesufi 
Chair of Working Group 3
4.	REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF WORKING GROUP 4 TO THE PLENARY
Working Group 4, chaired by Mr Haji Jailani Haji Buntar, Brunei with Vice-Chair Ms Natalia Vicente (GSOA), met on Thursday 3 September 2026 from 15:55 – 17:00 EDT and on Friday 4 September 2026 from 9:30-10:20 EDT. The Chair, Vice-Chair and Mr Mario Maniewicz, Director, Radiocommunication Bureau provided opening remarks.
The Chair presented the Draft Opinion 4: Space Connectivity.
Following this, a short scene-setting expert panel discussion was held comprised of --. The panel discussion was moderated by Mr. Meshaal S Alfaiz, Director of International Negotiations, Communications, Space and Technology Commission (CST), Saudi Arabia, Mr Chris Hemmerlein, Senior Manager of Public Policy, Amazon and Mr Saneh Saiwong, Principal Engineering Expert, National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC), Thailand.
Member States and Sector Members delivered statements through prior inscriptions that will be available on the website: https://wtpf.itu.int/2026/statements/all-statements/. 
Given below is a brief report of the Working Group’s discussion on the draft Opinion:
The Working Group discussed Draft Opinion 4. Several oral comments were also received from delegates during the meeting. 
In view of the discussions, Working Group 4 endorsed draft Opinion 4 and submitted it to the Plenary for further consideration and approval.
In closing, the Chair thanked the Vice-Chair, the Elected Officials and the Secretariat for their support, as well as the interpreters, and conference staff.
Mr Haji Jailani Haji Buntar
Chair of Working Group 4
5.	REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF WORKING GROUP 5 TO THE PLENARY
Working Group 5, chaired by Tobias Kaufmann (Germany) with Vice-Chair Mark C. Reynolds (CANTO), met on 4 September 2026 from 10:20 - 10:55 EDT and from 11:20–12:30 EDT. The Chair, Vice-Chair and Mr Seizo Onoe, Director, Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) provided opening remarks.
The Chair presented the Draft Opinion 5: ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship. 
Following this, a short scene-setting expert panel discussion was held comprised of Professor Christopher S. Yoo, Professor of Law, Communication, and Computer and Information Science, University of Pennsylvania Law School; Mr John Mills, Deputy Assistant Secretary, and United States Department of State. The panel discussion was moderated by Mr Seizo Onoe.
Member States and Sector Members delivered statements through prior inscriptions that will be available on the website: https://wtpf.itu.int/2026/statements/all-statements/. 
Given below is a brief report of the Working Group’s discussion on the draft Opinion:
The Working Group discussed Draft Opinion 5. Several oral comments were also received from delegates during the meeting. 
In view of the discussions, Working Group 5 endorsed draft Opinion 5 and submitted it to the Plenary for further consideration and approval.
In closing, the Chair thanked the Vice-Chair, the Elected Officials and the Secretariat for their support, as well as the interpreters, and conference staff.
Mr Tobias Kaufmann
Chair of Working Group 5
______________
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