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Background 
The 2026 World Telecommunications/Information and Communication Technology Policy Forum (WTPF) seeks to develop opinions on four (4) thematic areas, namely, resilience of telecommunication/ICTs, strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship, green digital transformation on climate change and environmental sustainability and bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age, as well as skills and connectivity.
This contribution seeks to enhance the proposed draft opinions on two (2) of the opinions, namely, draft Opinion 1 on bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as skills and connectivity, and draft Opinion 2 on green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability.
Draft Opinion 1 on bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as skills and connectivity
The current draft opinion recalls various resolutions made at United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), World Telecommunication Development Conference and ITU's Plenipotentiary Conferences over the years with regards to bridging the digital divide.
The opinion also considers key enablers needed to achieve meaningful connectivity, the roles played by ITU and the fact that digital divide is a multi-dimensional and dynamic phenomenon.
This contribution seeks to enhance identified recognitions thereto by recognising the existence of international and regional standards meant to ensure the digital divide experienced by persons with disabilities is reduced. The addition is at recognising o), as:
recognising
…
o)	that there exists international and regional standards aimed at enhancing digital accessibility for persons with disabilities,
…
Pursuant to the recognition the contribution also enhances the section on invites Member States by addition of number 22, as:
invites Member States
22	to develop and implement measures to ensure all telecommunications/ICTs equipment are in compliance with existing international and regional accessibility standards,
Draft Opinion 2 on green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability
The current draft opinion recalls various resolutions made at UNGA, World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly and World Telecommunication Development Conference, all on climate change action.
The opinion also emphasizes that limiting global warming requires reductions in global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions as set out in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement, in the light of different national circumstances.
Further, the opinion takes into account that telecommunications/ICTs contribute to climate change from cradle to the grave and considers that telecommunications/ICTs can be leveraged to attain the objectives of the UNFCCC.
This contribution seeks to enhance identified recognitions thereto by recognising that regulatory interventions can promote the principles of the circular economy, in particular, sharing of telecommunications infrastructure and the dig once policy. This addition is at recognising j) as:
recognising
…
j)	that regulatory interventions can promote the principles of the circular economy, in particular, sharing of telecommunications infrastructure and the dig once policy,
…
Pursuant to the recognition the contribution also enhances the section on invites Member States, Sector Members and other stakeholders by addition of invite number 14, as:
invites Member States, Sector Members and other stakeholders
14	to embrace extended producer responsibility in telecommunication/ICTs equipment production, distribution and use, 
…
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