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Geneva, 24 February 2026 

  

Ref.: CL-26/9  To: 

 – ITU Member States 

– State of Palestine (Res. 99) 

 – Sector Members 

Contacts: Mr Preetam Maloor / Ms Béatrice Pluchon  

E-mail: wtpf@itu.int  

   

Subject: Update on preparations for the Seventh World Telecommunication/Information and 

Communication Technology Policy Forum (WTPF-26) and the Strategic Dialogue 

Dear Madam/Sir, 

Further to my letter CL-25/56, I am pleased to inform you that preparations are advancing well for the 

forthcoming Seventh World Telecommunication/Information and Communication Technology Policy 

Forum (WTPF-26), which will be held in Nassau, The Bahamas, from 9 to 11 June 2026. Preceding the 

WTPF-26, a Strategic Dialogue will be held on 8 June 2026, and will include a high-level 

multistakeholder roundtable organized by the Government of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas. 

Preparatory process and the Secretary-General’s Report 

The Informal Experts Group (IEG), representing the ITU membership, held its last meeting on 

21 to 23 January 2026. Under the chairmanship of Mr Rodney Taylor, from Barbados, the IEG has made 

significant progress during four meetings and several informal consultations to develop five draft 

Opinions aligned with the Forum’s main themes, as well as provide valuable guidance on the draft 

Secretary-General’s Report.  

• bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age, as well as skills and connectivity; 

• green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability; 

• resilience of telecommunication/ICTs; 

• space connectivity; and 

• strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship. 

Following the outcome of the IEG last meeting, it was agreed that three more informal follow-up 

meetings will be held to finalize the draft Opinions of the draft Secretary-General’s Report. Details on 

these meetings can be found in CL-26/6. 

The Secretary-General’s Report, including the draft Opinions as annexes, will be available on the 

WTPF-26 website.  
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Submission of written contributions and comments on the Secretary-General’s Report 

The Report serves as an official input document and will not be revised during the Forum. Member 

States and Sector Members will have an opportunity to make additional comments on the Secretary-

General’s Report at the Forum, in particular with regard to the review and adoption of the Opinions. 

Written contributions may also be submitted; however, WTPF-26 will not consider drafts of any new 

Opinions that were not presented during the preparatory process.  

To ensure the timely translation and thorough consideration by delegations, written contributions 

intended for presentation during the Forum should be submitted to wtpf@itu.int preferably by 

Tuesday, 19 May 2026. It is strongly recommended that contributions not exceed three pages.  

A template for contributions will be made available on the WTPF website.  

Programme and speaking opportunities 

Delegates will have the opportunity to exchange views and discuss both the Secretary-General’s 

Report and the draft Opinions.  

Following the Opening Ceremony on Tuesday, 9 June, at 0930 hours and the presentation of the 

Secretary‑General’s Report, discussion in working groups on each of the five draft Opinions will open 

with a scene-setting panel. Panels will be followed by statements – each limited to three minutes – by 

high-level participants, and by an open discussion and exchange of views during which all Forum 

delegates are encouraged to contribute. 

The full draft programme of the Forum will be available on the WTPF website. The provisional schedule 

of discussions on the Opinions is as follows: 

• Tuesday, 9 June: Opinion 1: Bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as 

skills and connectivity 

• Tuesday, 9 June, and Wednesday, 10 June: Opinion 2: Green digital transformation and 

environmental sustainability 

• Wednesday, 10 June: Opinion 3: Resilience of telecommunication/ICTs  

• Wednesday, 10 June, and Thursday, 11 June: Opinion 4: Space connectivity 

• Thursday, 11 June: Opinion 5: Strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and 

entrepreneurship. 

High-level participants are invited to submit a request for speaking slots to deliver statements. 

Speaking slots will be allocated in accordance with ITU Protocol and on a first-come, first-served basis, 

with priority given to Ministerial and CEO-level interventions. More information on the statements, 

including guidelines and the provisional time slots, will be available on the website. Further 

information will also be communicated in a separate letter to Ministers and CEOs. 

Strategic Dialogue 

Preceding the WTPF-26, a Strategic Dialogue will be organized by the Government of the 

Commonwealth of The Bahamas on 8 June 2026. The Strategic Dialogue will provide a platform for 

ministers, policy-makers, industry leaders, and experts to exchange views on the key themes of 

WTPF-26 and set the tone for the Forum’s deliberations. In addition to the Strategic Dialogue, a limited 

number of invitation-only side events will be organized, featuring panel discussions and other 

interactive exchanges. The unique challenges and opportunities facing Small Island Developing States 

(SIDS), especially on connectivity challenges and innovation leadership, will also be given particular 

consideration in the various discussions.  
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Registration for the Forum and the Strategic Dialogue 

Registration is required for all participants. Remote participation will be available and may be selected 

upon registration; however, delegations are strongly encouraged to attend the Forum in person to 

fully benefit from the opportunities for dialogue and engagement.  

Participants are encouraged to register for the WTPF-26 as soon as possible at the Forum website. 

Badges for the Forum and the Strategic Dialogue will be photo badges and can be collected at the 

reception of the event venue. Opening hours of badging desks will be made available in due course on 

the participation webpage. If you experience any issues during registration, please contact sg-

registration@itu.int for assistance. 

To facilitate the organization of the event, you are kindly requested to indicate the estimated number of 

participants in your delegation, as well as the expected head of delegation (e.g. Minister, Deputy Minister, 

Head of Regulatory Authority, Permanent Representative, CEOs, etc.) at sg-registration@itu.int, preferably 

by 31 March 2026.  

Logistical Information 

The Forum will be held at the Atlantis Paradise Island Resort, The Bahamas. The Government of 

The Bahamas has launched the official Host Country website which contains information on visa 

applications and hotel accommodations at the Atlantis Paradise Island Resort.  

General information for participants may be found at the WTPF-26 website.  

Social events 

The ITU Protocol Service will maintain and monitor a calendar of social events to register and share 

information with Member States and other participants wishing to host a function during WTPF-26. 

Organizers are strongly encouraged to liaise with the ITU Protocol Service (protocol.service@itu.int) 

in order to coordinate with the Local Organizing Committee in The Bahamas before finalizing any 

arrangements, and to facilitate scheduling and minimize, as far as possible, overlapping, or competing 

events. 

Yours faithfully, 

(signed) 

Doreen Bogdan-Martin 

Secretary-General 
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