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1.1	The twenty-third meeting of the CWG-Internet was held on 20 January 2026. 
1.2	On behalf of the Secretary-General, Ms Doreen Bogdan Martin, the TSB Director, Mr Seizo Onoe, thanked the participants for their active engagement and participation in the Group. He noted the important developments on international Internet related public policy issues that have taken place during the Group’s term since the 2022 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference. Highlighting the important and related discussions ongoing within the CWG, the Director encouraged members to deliberate on how the Group can continue to take forward the WSIS+20 outcomes and thanked the Chair and Vice Chairs for their leadership of the Group. 
1.3	The Chair thanked the Director for his presence and support for the meeting. He thanked members for their continued support and commitment to the CWG-Internet over the past three years. The Chair invited members to engage in the discussions of the final meeting with a continued spirit of consensus and collaboration, and to share reflections on the work and activities of the Group over this last term. 
2	Agenda of the meeting (Document CWG-Internet-23/1(Rev.2))
The Chair presented the Agenda, Document CWG-Internet-23/1(Rev.1). Members suggested that agenda item 6 on “Discussion on the Group's activities since ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2022” did not need to be a separate agenda item and could be discussed under Agenda Item 7 on “Any Other Business”.  Also, one member suggested that the reporting period should be from Council 2023 as that is when the group started its revised cycle of work. The revised Agenda was adopted.
3	Secretariat report on ITU Internet Activities: Resolutions 101, 102, 133, 180 and 206 (Document CWG-Internet-23/2)
3.1	This report summarizes ITU’s activities related to Plenipotentiary Conference (PP) Resolution 101 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), “Internet Protocol-based networks”; Resolution 102 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), “ITU’s role with regard to international public policy issues pertaining to the Internet and the management of Internet resources, including domain names and addresses”; Resolution 133 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), “Roles of administrations of Member States in the management of Internationalized (multilingual) domain names”; Resolution 180 (Rev. Bucharest, 202), “Promoting deployment of Internet Protocol version 6” and Resolution 206 (Dubai, 2018), “OTTs”.
3.2	While expressing appreciation to the secretariat for presenting Document 2 and the work reflected in this Report, one member highlighted that multiple Internet related WTDC resolutions have been modified at the WTDC-25 meeting, including on aspects such as capacity building and technical assistance. It was suggested that subsequent Internet Activities reports further highlight progress in these areas.
3.3	One member requested for clarification on whether the CWG-Internet activities get reflected in the Internet Activities Report. Secretariat clarified that a brief overview of the Group’s activities is presented in the annual Internet Activities Report to Council every year. 
3.4	One member noted that section 2.5 of the Internet Activities Report does not reflect the activities of ITU-T SG12 which has work on IP Performance and requested that the activities of ITU-T SG12 be also mentioned under this section of the Internet Activities Report. 
3.5	The Group noted the Internet Activities Report.  
4	Introduction and discussion of contributions from Member States
The Chair invited each of the contributors (in the order listed in the Agenda) to briefly present their proposals to the group. The CWG examined the various contributions. The summaries of the contributions (as submitted by the authors of the documents) and the corresponding discussions are provided below.
4.1	Document CWG-Internet-23/4 (Saudi Arabia, Morocco) – Internet-related public policy issues emerging from the WSIS+20 Outcome
4.1.1	Summary
This contribution by Saudi Arabia and Morocco draws attention to key international Internet-related public policy issues emerging from the WSIS+20 outcome adopted by the UN General Assembly in December 2025. It recalls the continued relevance of the WSIS vision, principles, and the Tunis Agenda framework for Internet governance, while noting the growing complexity of the digital environment.
The document highlights priorities such as preserving the Internet’s global reach, stability, security, and interoperability; strengthening international cooperation and dialogue; and enhancing the meaningful participation of developing countries. It also points to new policy dimensions linked to emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence and data governance, as well as the importance of trust, safety, and security online.
The contribution proposes that the CWG-Internet continue structured discussions on these issues, in line with its mandate, to support informed international dialogue and the evolution of global digital governance.
4.1.2	Discussion 
a)	Members welcomed this contribution stating that the outcome of WSIS+20 as agreed by the UN General Assembly by consensus was indeed an important milestone for digital development, digital transformation and Internet governance that reiterated the global commitment to maintaining a free, open, secure and interoperable Internet going forward. Some members highlighted that, inconsistent with the WSIS+20 outcome, the CWG-Internet meetings are not open to stakeholders which, in their view, limits the relevance and full potential of the Group and that further discussions at the 2026 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP 2026) will be important to determine the way forward for how it can fully and positively contribute to WSIS+20.
b)	One member noted that the proposal emphasizes the important aspect of security, safety and stability of the Internet that is also set out in Council Resolution 1305 and that ITU’s work on the resilience of global submarine cables may also be relevant in this regard to the discussions of the Group. The member invited the Secretariat to share the outcome of the work to future sessions of the CWG-Internet as information document.
c)	The contribution was noted.
4.1.3	Actions
Members noted that the WSIS+20 document is a broad framework that contains matters that are both within ITU’s mandate as well as others that fall within the mandate of other organizations. Recalling the decision made by the CWG on WSIS & SDGs to prepare a gap analysis for Council on the impact of WSIS+20 for ITU’s ongoing work and mandates, for Council’s review and consideration, the CWG-Internet requested the Secretariat to contribute to this effort where it concerns the CWG-Internet Terms of Reference. 
4.2	Document CWG-Internet-23/5 (Saudi Arabia, Morocco) - Topic for next Open Consultation
4.2.1	Summary
The contribution by Saudi Arabia and Morocco proposes two topics for the next open consultations of the CWG-Internet, drawing on Internet-related public policy issues identified by the Council in Resolution 1305.
The first proposed topic focuses on issues related to the use and misuse of the Internet and their impact on digital trust. It emphasizes the need for balanced public policy responses that promote transparency, digital literacy, cooperation among stakeholders, and the sharing of experiences and good practices to strengthen trust and confidence in online environments.
The second topic addresses promoting inclusive connectivity through appropriate economic models for Internet infrastructure. It highlights the role of public policy in supporting sustainable investment, cost-sharing arrangements, and enabling regulatory frameworks, particularly to expand connectivity in underserved areas. Together, the proposed topics aim to support both trust in the digital environment and the long-term sustainability of inclusive Internet access.
4.2.2	Discussion 
a)	Some members expressed appreciation while some members expressed support for the contribution, It was noted that while it is useful and helpful to consider future topics for consultations, any detailed discussions or decisions in this respect can only be made after PP 2026. The Chair clarified that as this is the last meeting of the current cycle of the CWG-Internet, no open consultations can be launched by this meeting.
b) 	Some members also noted that contributions made at previous meetings of the CWG-Internet have suggested organizing a consultation on the importance of promoting the participation of young people in international Internet-related public policy matters. While this topic has so far not reach final agreement by the Group, these members request that it be kept in consideration as an option for any future consultations that may launched by the CWG-Internet, and subject to the decisions made at PP 2026.
c) 	Some members expressed support for the first topic proposed in the contribution stating that it aims to find ways to promote confidence in the online environment including transparency, digital interest and cooperation among stakeholders, stressing that the misuse of the Internet by misinformation and disinformation are a significant threat to digital trust and national harmony. Some members were of the opinion that the first topic is very broad and needs to focus on more specific aspects that are within ITU’s mandate and noted that the issue of misinformation/disinformation falls outside the purview of ITU. Some members did not share this view that the issue of misinformation/disinformation falls outside the purview of ITU.
d)	Members generally welcomed the second topic proposed in the contribution stating its importance for promoting access, affordability, and improved connectivity to those who still remain offline around the world. Some members suggested that the questions under this topic will need some revision, including to make them more multi-stakeholder focused and also refer to the importance of community networks. Some members suggested that the broader text of the current questions is preferable for stakeholders to respond to as they wish.
e)	The contribution was noted. 
4.3	Document CWG-Internet-23/3 (Russian Federation) - Proposal to improve the work of the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues
4.3.1	Summary
This contribution presents proposals of the Russian Federation on the most urgent topics that can be included in the future working agenda of CWG-Internet. At the previous meeting, the Russian Federation proposed to prepare working plan for the CWG-Internet and formulate thematic aspects on international internet-related public policy issues for the next four years (starting after the upcoming Plenipotentiary Conference). For each of these thematic aspects or topic, CWG-Internet should provide recommendations or other relevant output for Council. 
In the contribution the Russian Federation proposes based on Resolution 1305 following topics that can be included in the future working agenda of CWG-Internet.
–	The security, safety, continuity, sustainability, and robustness of the Internet
–	Issues pertaining to the use and misuse of the Internet
–	Developmental aspects of the Internet
–	International Internet Connectivity.
These thematic topics shall not limit the CWG-Internet in considering other topics and questions but ensure that the working group finally begins to produce practical results and recommendations to Council.
The Russian Federation calls on the Member States to prepare a position on the continuation of CWG-Internet and the working plan for it, taking into account upcoming Plenipotentiary Conference.
4.3.2	Discussion 
a)	Members thanked the contributor for their proposal.
b)	Some members expressed support for the proposal stating that it presents issues that are important for many Member States, such as use and misuse of the Internet, aims to strengthen coordination among Member States on Internet governance and enhances the work of the CWG-Internet through a work plan and clear working methods, including a process for recommendations to Council. 
c)	Some members expressed support for the idea of a work plan to help the Group be more effective and efficient and deliver improved results but were of the opinion that the content presented in this contribution did not accurately reflect how the Internet operates and the multi-stakeholder institutions that currently govern it. 
d) 	Some members noted that the CWG-Internet is the only Council Working Group in ITU, apart from the CWG-LANG, that is limited only to Member States and stated that this is inconsistent with several decisions taken at the level of the UN General Assembly (including the WSIS+20 outcomes adopted by consensus), the NetMundial+10 statement, and with reiterated expressions of support within the CWG-Internet for the multi-stakeholder model of Internet governance. Some other members did not share the above view. 
e)	The contribution was noted.
4.4	Document CWG-Internet-23/6 (Rwanda, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda) - Enhancing the effectiveness of the Council Working Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues and addressing risks to Internet resources
4.4.1	Summary
This contribution aims to support the ITU CWG-Internet in strengthening the continuity, effectiveness, and policy relevance of its work, while fully respecting its intergovernmental, policy-oriented mandate and the roles of other relevant stakeholders.
At the 22nd ITU CWG-Internet meeting, discussions on the outcomes of open consultations and proposals from Member States highlighted several recurring challenges. These include limited continuity between sessions, difficulty reaching consensus on consultation topics, and growing public policy concerns about the stability and resilience of the Internet.
In response, this contribution proposes non-binding approaches, fully consistent with existing mandates and without creating new obligations.
First, it suggests the use of a flexible thematic framework, not as a formal work plan, but as a voluntary reference to provide continuity and coherence in identifying consultation topics.
Second, to facilitate consensus-building, it proposes informal criteria to guide the selection of open consultation topics. These would emphasize alignment with ITU Council Resolution 1305, avoidance of duplication, policy relevance, and inclusiveness, particularly of developing country perspectives.
Third, it proposes the inclusion of a non-operational, non-normative policy-level reflection on issues affecting the stability of the Internet. 
In conclusion, this contribution seeks to reinforce the CWG-Internet’s value through modest, mandate-consistent measures. By enhancing continuity, supporting consensus, and enabling structured policy reflection, the Group can continue to effectively address the concerns of Member States and contribute meaningfully to international Internet-related public policy discussions.
4.4.2	Discussion 
a)	Members expressed appreciation for the contribution, stressing its mandate consistent approach to enhance the efforts of the CWG-Internet through improved working methods and addressing key challenges including the need to enhance continuity, focus and effectiveness of the CWG-Internet and streamline/update the thematic clusters related to the work of the Group.
b)	Some members were of the opinion that the approach proposed in this contribution provides a constructive way forward, including the provision of a work plan, without expanding the mandate of the Group or prejudging future outcomes. These members emphasized the non-binding thematic guidance and informal criteria for consultation topics proposed by this contribution that also respects the role of other organizations. They requested that this contribution be added to the meeting report that will be sent for discussion at Council. 
c)	Some members highlighted that Council Resolution 1336 already provides guidelines for the Group’s work and that Council can best assess if and how it needs to be modified. These members also expressed the concern about the standing recommendation on critical Internet resources as this is outside the mandate of the ITU and, in particular, excludes the technical community from the discussion as they cannot participate in the CWG-Internet. 
d)	The contribution was noted. 
5	Presentation and Discussion of Chair’s Report
The report of the twenty-third meeting of the CWG-Internet was approved by the CWG‑Internet and was posted on the CWG-Internet website (www.itu.int/en/council/cwg-internet).
6	Any other business
7	Closing of the Meeting
The group thanked the Chair, Vice Chairs and secretariat for their effective organization and management of the group. In closing, the Chair thanked all the ITU Member States who made contributions and participated in the work of the group (including those who participated remotely), the Vice-Chairs, the ITU Elected Officials and the secretariat for their efficient assistance during the meeting.
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