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	Purpose
This contribution aims to propose a pragmatic and mandate-consistent approach to addressing the challenges, including the need to enhance continuity and effectiveness in the work of the CWG-Internet, difficulties in reaching consensus on topics for open consultations, and growing concerns related to the stability and resilience of critical Internet resources, while preserving the intergovernmental and policy-oriented nature of the CWG-Internet and respecting the roles of other relevant organizations and stakeholders.
Action required
The Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues is invited to consider this document, with a view to ensuring that the concerns of member states as relates to these observations are taken into consideration when drafting and approving the themes for open consultations.
_______________
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1	Introduction
1.1	At its twenty-second (22nd) meeting, the Council Working Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues (CWG-Internet) engaged in substantive discussions on the outcomes of the open consultation, proposals from Member States, and emerging developments related to international Internet-related public policy issues.
1.2	These discussions highlighted some recurring challenges, including the need to enhance continuity and effectiveness in the work of the CWG-Internet, difficulties in reaching consensus on topics for open consultations, and growing concerns related to the stability and resilience of critical Internet resources.
1.3	This contribution aims to propose a pragmatic and mandate-consistent approach to addressing these issues, while preserving the intergovernmental and policy-oriented nature of the CWG-Internet without prejudice to existing institutional arrangements, mandates, or roles of other relevant organizations.
2	Observations 
2.1	Members noted that the work of the CWG-Internet has primarily focused on the identification and approval of topics for open consultations, with limited continuity between sessions.
2.2	Discussions on potential consultation topics have at times revealed divergent views regarding the scope of international Internet-related public policy issues, including concerns about mandate boundaries and possible duplication with other fora.
2.3	Members also drew attention to emerging risks to the stability and security of critical Internet resources,  from a public policy perspective, which may have global implications and disproportionate impacts on developing regions.
3	Objective
3.1	The objective of this contribution is to strengthen the effectiveness, coherence, and policy relevance of the CWG-Internet by:
a)	enhancing continuity in its work;
b)	facilitating consensus-building on consultation topics; and
c)	enabling structured policy-level reflection on issues affecting the stability of the Internet, within the existing mandate of the Group.
4	Proposed approach 
4.1	Thematic framework 
4.1.1	It is proposed that the CWG-Internet consider the use of a non-binding thematic framework.
4.1.2	Identify a limited number of broad thematic clusters relevant to international Internet‑related public policy.
4.1.3	Remain flexible and non-prescriptive.
4.1.4	Not constitute a formal work plan, create any new mandate, nor prejudge the outcomes of the Plenipotentiary Conference 2026.
4.1.5	Indicative thematic clusters purely for guidance and without limitation  could include:
a)	stability and resilience of critical Internet resources;
b)	access, affordability, and connectivity challenges, including those faced by landlocked developing countries;
c)	emerging public policy risks related to the Internet ecosystem.
4.2	Informal criteria for Open Consultation topics
4.2.1	To support consensus-building, on a voluntary and non-binding basis, the CWG-Internet may wish to consider informal criteria to guide the selection of future open consultation topics, including:
a)	a clear link to international Internet-related public policy issues as reflected in Council Resolution 1305 (Mod. 2019);
b)	demonstrated added value of discussion within the CWG-Internet, avoiding duplication with other processes;
c)	potential to generate policy-relevant insights rather than operational outcomes;
d)	inclusiveness of perspectives, particularly from developing countries.
4.2.2	These criteria would not introduce new rules but serve as a reference to facilitate focused and constructive discussions.
4.3	Policy reflection on the stability of critical Internet resources
4.3.1	It is proposed that the CWG-Internet consider establishing a standing agenda element allowing for policy-level exchanges of views on systemic issues affecting the stability, security, and resilience of critical Internet resources. Such discussions would:
a)	remain strictly non-operational and non-normative;
b)	respect the autonomy and roles of relevant technical and multistakeholder organizations;
c)	focus on public policy implications, lessons learned, and best practices.
4.3.2	Issues such as public-policy considerations arising from governance developments affecting components of critical Internet resources (for example, Regional Internet Registries) affecting Regional Internet Registries could be discussed as case studies, and the outcomes may be reflected in the Chair’s report to the Council, as appropriate.
5	Conclusion
This contribution seeks to reinforce the effectiveness and relevance of the CWG-Internet through incremental and mandated consistent measures. By enhancing continuity, supporting consensus-building, and enabling structured policy reflection on critical Internet resource stability, the CWG-Internet can continue to provide meaningful value to Member States and the broader international community through incremental and mandate-consistent measures, without expanding the scope or functions of the CWG-Internet.
______________
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