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	Summary
This document presents the shared ambition and priorities of Ministers and senior representatives responsible for telecommunications, ICTs and digital development, meeting in Doha on 8 November 2026 at the Ministerial Roundtable hosted by Qatar ahead of ITU PP-26. Under the theme “Leading Digital Transformation Towards a More Inclusive and Sustainable Future,” participants reaffirmed their commitment to universal connectivity and sustainable digital transformation, closing digital divides, strengthening resilience and capacity, and enabling every person, community and country to participate in, shape and benefit from digital transformation.
Action required
This document is transmitted to PP-26 for information.





Doha Declaration
Leading Digital Transformation Towards a More Inclusive and Sustainable Future
We, the participating Ministers and other senior representatives responsible for telecommunications, information and communication technologies and digital development, met in Doha, State of Qatar, on 8 November 2026, at the Ministerial Roundtable hosted by the State of Qatar, on the eve of the International Telecommunication Union Plenipotentiary Conference 2026 (PP-26).
Meeting under the theme "Leading Digital Transformation Towards a More Inclusive and Sustainable Future," we considered the choices facing governments as digital transformation enters a new phase. Advances in artificial intelligence, data-intensive services, new forms of connectivity and growing demand for computing capacity are reshaping economies, public services and communications, while creating new dependencies and risks.
We reaffirm the purposes and principles of the ITU Constitution and Convention, the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the goals set out in ITU's current Strategic Plan: Universal Connectivity and Sustainable Digital Transformation. Building on relevant United Nations outcomes, including the Summit of the Future and the Global Digital Compact, we renew our commitment to an inclusive, people-centered and development-oriented digital future.
We recognize that digital transformation is advancing at different speeds, both within and among countries. Gaps in coverage, affordability, quality, usage, skills, investment and access to advanced technologies continue to limit participation. Greater reliance on interconnected systems also increases exposure to disruption. Our task is both to close today's gaps and to ensure that all countries have the institutions, technological capacity and resilient infrastructure needed to shape and benefit from what comes next.
From Doha, we set out a shared ambition: to connect everyone, keep people connected when it matters most, and enable every person, community and country to participate in, shape and benefit from digital transformation. In pursuit of this ambition, we commit to the following priorities.
1. Advance meaningful universal connectivity and inclusion. We will work to extend affordable, high-quality, accessible and secure connectivity to all, with particular attention to unserved and underserved communities and to the needs of developing countries, least developed countries, small island developing States and landlocked developing countries. Connectivity must be meaningful: it should enable access to essential services, participation in the digital economy and informed choices about the use of digital technologies. We will support safe, inclusive and interoperable digital public infrastructure and services, adapted to national circumstances, so that connectivity produces tangible social and economic benefits.
2. Strengthen resilient and sustainable digital infrastructure. We commit to preparedness and cooperation to keep communications available and restore them rapidly during emergencies, supported by diversified networks, redundancy, resilient submarine cable systems and effective emergency telecommunications. Space-based connectivity can complement terrestrial networks, particularly in remote and underserved areas and during emergencies. We support the rational, equitable, efficient and economical use of the radio-frequency spectrum and associated satellite-orbit resources, consistent with the ITU Constitution, Convention and Radio Regulations. We also recognize the importance of protecting spectrum used for Earth observation and meteorological services, which underpin weather forecasting, climate monitoring and early-warning systems.
3. Advance inclusive and responsible innovation. All countries should have the opportunity to develop, use and benefit from artificial intelligence and other emerging technologies. We will support wider access to infrastructure, data resources, skills and research capacity, and encourage applications relevant to local needs and languages. The development and use should be human-centered and responsible, with due regard for safety and security, appropriate safeguards and human oversight, consistent with national circumstances, applicable frameworks and relevant international processes. We will support relevant technical standards and practical capacity-building and consider the implications of these technologies for work, public services and resource use.
4. Strengthen trust and meaningful participation. Digital transformation cannot be inclusive unless people can trust the services they use. We will strengthen cybersecurity capabilities and cooperation to protect essential digital services, and promote digital skills and literacy, accessibility, and locally relevant content and services in diverse languages, with particular attention to women and girls, young people, older persons, persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs.
We will encourage responsible data use and, where appropriate, interoperable data approaches while respecting privacy and protecting personal data in accordance with applicable national legal frameworks. We will promote media and information literacy and appropriate approaches to identifying AI-generated content and strengthen confidence in the authenticity of digital information, consistent with applicable rights and national frameworks. We will also support child online protection through awareness, empowerment and capacity-building, and encourage safety considerations in the design and use of digital services.
5. Expand capacity and investment. We will pursue transparent and predictable policy and regulatory environments that attract sustainable public and private investment, support innovative financing and partnerships, and widen access to affordable connectivity. We will strengthen institutional and technical capacity, digital skills and research and innovation ecosystems, and support locally relevant digital services, particularly in developing countries, including least developed countries, small island developing States and landlocked developing countries.
6. Deepen international cooperation. International cooperation is essential to these priorities. We reaffirm the central role of ITU, within its mandate, in advancing global connectivity through radiocommunication, international technical standards and digital development. We will promote cooperation, interoperability through relevant standards, knowledge exchange and effective partnerships, while recognizing the complementary roles of the wider United Nations system, other competent organizations and stakeholders, including industry, academia and civil society.
We will carry these priorities forward at national, regional and international levels, taking account of national circumstances. Our aim is that connectivity should expand opportunity, communications should remain available when most needed, and every country should have a meaningful role in shaping and benefiting from the digital future.
This Declaration reflects the views and commitments of participants in the Ministerial Roundtable and contributes to the broader policy dialogue in the context of PP-26. It does not prejudge the positions of ITU Member States or the deliberations and decisions of the Plenipotentiary Conference, expand the mandate of ITU, or determine national policy or regulatory approaches.
Adopted in Doha, State of Qatar, on 8 November 2026.

______________
 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
image1.png
Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-26)
9-27 November 2026 - Doha, Qatar




