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Summary
This document proposes a new resolution to ensure the timely, transparent and predictable processing, examination and publication of satellite network and system filings by the Radiocommunication Bureau. It calls for modernized filing tools, a plan to reduce backlogs, improved guidance and communication with administrations, and regular reporting on workload, processing times and delays. Any measures would preserve administrations’ regulatory rights while addressing justified resource needs within the ITU’s financial framework.
Action required
The Plenipotentiary Conference is invited to consider this document and to approve the proposed new resolution.


ADD	ARB/91A37/1
Draft New Resolution [ARB-3]
Enhancing the efficiency, transparency and cooperation in the processing 
of satellite network and system filings
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Doha, 2026),
recalling
a)	Article 44 of the Constitution on Use of the Radio-Frequency Spectrum and of the Geostationary-Satellite and Other Satellite Orbits;
b)	Resolution 86 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference on Advance publication, coordination, notification and recording procedures for frequency assignments pertaining to satellite networks;
c)	Resolution 91 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference on Cost recovery for some ITU products and services;
d)	Resolution 55 (Rev. Dubai, 2023) of the World Radiocommunication Conference on Electronic submission of, and communications on, notice forms for satellite networks, earth stations and radio astronomy stations and reports of harmful interference affecting space services;
b)	Resolution 80 (Rev. Geneva, 2007) of the World Radiocommunication Conference on Due diligence in applying the principles embodied in the Constitution,
considering
a)	that, under the Article 1 of the Constitution, ITU effects the allocation of bands of the radio-frequency spectrum, the allotment of radio frequencies and the registration of radio-frequency assignments and, for space services, of associated orbital positions or associated satellite characteristics, in order to avoid harmful interference between radio stations of different countries;
b)	that, under the Article 12 of the Convention, the Radiocommunication Bureau processes information received from administrations, prepares and publishes findings, effects the recording and registration of frequency assignments and associated orbital characteristics, and keeps the Master International Frequency Register up to date;
c)	that the timely processing, examination and publication of satellite network and system filings, including advance publication information, coordination requests, notifications and recordings, are essential for regulatory certainty, investment confidence, satellite system development plans and continuity and sustainability of satellite service provision;
d)	that significant delays in the treatment and publication of satellite network and system filings may adversely affect administrations and operators, including by creating uncertainty in coordination activities, deployment schedules, launch and procurement planning, financing and contractual milestones, national licensing processes and service implementation;
e)	that the increasing number and technical complexity of satellite network and system filings, including filings for non-geostationary-satellite orbit systems and large satellite constellations, place additional demands on the resources, tools, software systems, working methods and specialized expertise of the Radiocommunication Bureau;
f)	that effective cooperation between Member States, the Radiocommunication Bureau, the Radio Regulations Board, the Radiocommunication Advisory Group and the Council can reduce avoidable delays in the treatment and publication of satellite network and system filings and support more effective use of ITU resources;
g)	that complete and accurate filings, timely responses to Bureau requests and the use of available electronic validation tools and guidance by administrations are important elements for avoiding unnecessary use of BR resources;
h)	that improvements in the efficiency and transparency of the processing of satellite network and system filings are necessary to maintain confidence in the international regulatory framework established by the Radio Regulations and to support the rational, efficient, economical and equitable use of radio-frequency spectrum and associated satellite-orbit resources,
noting
a)	that reports and discussions within ITU-R have identified delays and backlogs in the processing and publication of satellite network filings, including coordination requests, and have drawn attention to the operational, regulatory and resource-related challenges faced by the Radiocommunication Bureau;
b)	that the Radiocommunication Advisory Group has recognized the difficulties faced by the Radiocommunication Bureau in processing satellite network filings, as well as constraints affecting support for additional meetings, correspondence groups, training and capacity building for administrations;
c)	that the Radio Regulations Board has expressed concern regarding delays and backlogs in the processing of satellite network and system filings, including the risk that insufficient resources may affect the ability of the Radiocommunication Bureau to perform its duties under the Radio Regulations;
d)	that the causes of delays may include, inter alia, the number and complexity of filings, limitations in human resources and specialized expertise, software and automation constraints, peaks in filing submissions, incomplete or inconsistent information submitted by administrations, and the complexity of the applicable regulatory procedures;
e)	that the Council allocated budget savings to a number of priorities, including backlog clearance and the modernization of satellite network and system filings,
recognizing
a)	that any measures to improve efficiency in the processing of satellite network and system filings should preserve the rights of administrations under the Radio Regulations, equitable access to radio-frequency spectrum and associated satellite-orbit resources, and the protection of services from harmful interference;
b)	that continued improvement in the efficiency of the processing and publication of satellite network and system filings depends on adequate resources for the Radiocommunication Bureau; 
c)	that enhanced transparency, performance monitoring and early communication with administrations can help reduce regulatory uncertainty and mitigate the adverse impact of delays on satellite system implementation and service continuity,
resolves
1	to support measures aimed at improving the timely, transparent and predictable processing, examination and publication of satellite network and system filings by the Radiocommunication Bureau;
2	to support consistent with Resolution 55 (Rev. Dubai, 2023), continued modernization of the tools, systems and working methods used for the processing and management of satellite network and system filings, including through appropriate validation and automation capabilities, and giving priority to the completion of related software updates;
3	to ensure that any practical measures aimed at improving the efficiency, transparency and predictability of the treatment of satellite network and system filings are implemented, to the extent possible, through improved use of existing resources, tools and working methods, without creating additional financial or administrative burdens for Member States, and, where additional resources are strictly necessary and duly justified, to consider such resources in accordance with the Constitution, the Convention and the financial framework established by the Plenipotentiary Conference,
instructs the Secretary-General and the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau
1	to provide coordinated reports to the Council, and information to the Radiocommunication Advisory Group, on the status of the processing, examination and publication of satellite network and system filings, including, where practicable, workload volumes, treatment times, backlog levels, relevant resource and cost information, agreed performance indicators, the principal causes of significant delay, and measures proposed to improve the efficiency and predictability of the relevant processes;
2	to ensure that the financial and operational implications of the measures developed under this resolution are, as appropriate, jointly assessed and reflected in the relevant operational planning and budgetary documentation submitted to the Council,
instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau
1	to inform the concerned administration, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Radio Regulations, when applicable regulatory time-limits for the publication of its submission cannot be met, including providing the reasons for the delay and, where practicable, an indicative expected timeframe for treatment or publication, without prejudice to the regulatory rights and status of the filing concerned;
2	to develop and implement, within available resources, an action plan for reducing backlogs and improving the efficiency of the processing and publication of satellite network and system filings, including measures related to workflow management, software and automation tools, validation procedures, staff training and knowledge management; to present the plan and progress achieved to the Radiocommunication Advisory Group for review and advice, and to report to the Council on matters requiring action within the Council’s competence;
3	to strengthen communication with administrations, including through updated guidance, electronic validation tools, training materials, information sessions and, where appropriate, pre-submission or early-stage clarification mechanisms to improve the quality and completeness of filings;
instructs the Council
1	to consider the reports and proposals submitted by the Secretary-General and the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau concerning delays and backlogs in the processing and publication of satellite network and system filings and, within its competence and the financial framework established by the Plenipotentiary Conference, to take appropriate action concerning the human, financial and technical resources required by the Bureau for the timely performance of the relevant duties under the Radio Regulations;
2	to consider, on the basis of proposals from the Secretary-General and the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau and taking into account, as appropriate, advice from the Radiocommunication Advisory Group and the Radio Regulations Board, temporary or targeted measures within the Council’s competence and the applicable financial framework to support the reduction of exceptional backlogs;
3	to consider measures for improved transparency and performance monitoring concerning the processing and publication of satellite network and system filings, including regular reporting to administrations on treatment times, backlog levels and reasons for significant delays, as appropriate;
4	to review, as appropriate, the effectiveness of the measures taken pursuant to this resolution and provide guidance on further action required to improve the efficiency and predictability of the filing process,
invites Member States
to cancel promptly any frequency assignments that are no longer in operation in accordance with the Radio Regulations and/or filings that are no longer required.
Reasons:	To establish a dedicated framework for improving the efficiency, transparency and predictability of the processing and publication of satellite network and system filings by the Radiocommunication Bureau, including the timely identification and resolution of issues that may arise in their treatment. The draft new resolution addresses the possible impact of delays on regulatory certainty, investment, satellite system development plans and service continuity, and identifies actions for the Secretary-General, the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, the Council, the Radio Regulations Board, the Radiocommunication Advisory Group, and Member States.
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