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	Background
Resolution 66 establishes the policy framework governing the publication, distribution, accessibility, pricing and copyright protection of ITU documents and publications. Since its last revision, the Union has continued to expand the use of digital publishing platforms, open document formats and online access mechanisms.
At the same time, Member States and stakeholders increasingly rely on accessible, searchable and machine-readable digital resources. Advances in technologies supporting multilingual access, information retrieval and document management also create new opportunities to improve the usability and reach of ITU publications while maintaining existing copyright and pricing principles.
Purpose of the Proposal
The purpose of this proposal is to update Resolution 66 to reflect developments in digital publishing and information access by:
‒	recognizing the growing importance of digital accessibility, discoverability and usability of ITU documents and publications;
‒	acknowledging the potential of emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence tools, to support multilingual access, search, translation and document management;
‒	emphasizing the importance of inclusive and equitable access to ITU knowledge resources, particularly for developing countries; and
‒	encouraging continued improvements in the accessibility, searchability and usability of ITU digital publications within existing financial resources.
The proposal does not modify the fundamental policy principles contained in the resolution, including those relating to publication availability, copyright protection, pricing policies or access rights.
Discussion
The proposed amendments introduce additional considerations reflecting current developments in digital information management and user needs. They also provide guidance to the Secretary-General to continue enhancing digital access to ITU publications and to explore the responsible use of emerging technologies where appropriate.
The proposed changes are limited in scope and are intended to support the continued relevance and effective implementation of Resolution 66 in an increasingly digital environment.
Financial Implications
The proposed amendments are to be implemented within existing financial resources and are not expected to create additional mandatory financial obligations for the Union.
Action Required
The Plenipotentiary Conference is invited to consider and adopt the proposed revision of Resolution 66 (Documents and Publications of the Union).






MOD	ARB/91A5/1
RESOLUTION 66 (REV. BUCHARESTdoha, 20222026)
Documents and publications of the Union
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (BucharestDoha, 20222026),
considering
a)	No. 484 of the ITU Convention;
b)	the need for efficient marketing and distribution of documentation and publications of the Union in order to promote increased use of ITU recommendations and other publications;
c)	the evolution of electronic handling and transmission of information;
d)	the continued development of new publishing technologies and methods of distribution;
e)	the desirability of cooperation with bodies engaged in relevant standards development;
f)	the continued importance of the Union's copyright in its publications;
g)	the need to derive revenue from publications;
h)	the need to provide a timely and efficient global standardization process;
i)	the pricing policies of other relevant standardization bodies;
j)	the importance of adopting open-standard document formats to facilitate access to information;
k)	the increasing importance of digital accessibility, discoverability, including improved search functions, and usability of the documents and publications of the Union for all stakeholders, including developing countries and academia;
l)	the need to further enhance inclusive and equitable access to digital knowledge resources of the Union, particularly for developing countries;
m)	the potential of emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence tools, to support multilingual access, search, translation, and management of documents and publications of the Union,
considering further
a)	that a primary purpose of the Union is to extend the benefits of new telecommunication technologies to all the world's inhabitants;
b)	the need to maintain a coherent financing and pricing policy which reflects the costs of production, marketing and distribution, while ensuring the continuity of publications, including the development of new products and the use of modern channels/methods of distribution;
c)	the activity carried out by the Internet Governance Forum Dynamic Coalition on Accessibility and Disability (DCAD) sponsored by the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB), and the partnership between the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector and DCAD for the purposes of maximizing the benefits for all sectors of the global community of electronic communications and online information through the Internet,
resolves
1	that documents intended to facilitate the timely development of recommendations of the Union shall be made available also in electronic and open format and be accessible to any Member State, Sector Member and Associate;
2	that documents should be published in various open formats, i.e. data file formats that are based on an underlying open standard, developed by an open community, affirmed and maintained by a standards body, fully documented and publicly available;
3	that, notwithstanding the objectives of free online access, publications of the Union, including all recommendations of the Sectors, shall, where appropriate, also be made available to the Member States, Sector Members and Associates, and to the public in electronic format and through electronic sale or distribution, with appropriate provision for payment to the Union for a particular publication or set of publications requested;
4	that a request for any publication of the Union, regardless of its format, obliges those who obtain or purchase the publication to respect the copyright of the Union set forth in that publication;
5	that a publication containing a recommendation of an ITU Sector obtained from ITU, regardless of its format, may be utilized by the receiving entity or purchaser for uses including furthering the work of the Union or any relevant standards body or forum developing related standards, providing guidance for product or service development and implementation and serving as support for documentation associated with a product or service;
6	that none of the above is intended to breach the copyright held by the Union, so that any person or entity wishing to reproduce or duplicate all or parts of ITU publications for resale must obtain a specific agreement for such purpose;
7	that a two-tier pricing policy be established whereby Member States, Sector Members and Associates pay a price based on cost recovery, whereas all others, i.e. non-members, should pay a market price[footnoteRef:1]1; [1: 1 	The term "market price" is defined as the price determined by the Sales and Marketing Division, which is established to maximize revenues without being so high as to discourage sales.] 

8	that pursuant to Resolution 169 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of this conference, which encourages the participation of academia in the development of technical work in the Union, ITU Academia should be given free access to all ITU publications available in digital format,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to take the necessary steps to facilitate the implementation of this resolution;
2	to implement, within the financial constraints of the Union, strategies and mechanisms to enable all Member States, Sector Members and Associates to acquire and use the facilities required to access documents and publications of the Union in electronic format;
3	to ensure that prices for all forms of publications of the Union are reasonable in order to promote their wide distribution;
4	to seek consultation with the advisory groups of the three ITU Sectors to assist in developing and updating policies on documents and publications;
5	to continue efforts to improve the accessibility, searchability, and usability of digital documents and publications of the Union, including through interoperable and machine-readable formats, within existing financial resources;
6	to explore, as appropriate, the responsible use of emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence tools, to facilitate multilingual access, discoverability, including improved search functions, documents and publications of the Union;
75	to report annually to the ITU Council,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau
to implement, as a priority, in close coordination with the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau and the Director of TSB, strategies and mechanisms to encourage and facilitate the efficient use of web‑based documents and publications by developing countries, and in particular least developed countries, small island developing states, landlocked developing countries and countries with economies in transition.
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