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		Summary
The Arab States propose revising Resolution 146 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) to recognize that the ITRs should be improved and updated to reflect the changed telecommunication/ICT environment. The ITRs would stay a concise, technology‑neutral set of high‑level principles and would not constrain innovation or open markets. The proposal also notes that two sets of ITRs (1988 and 2012) are currently in force. It instructs the Secretary‑General to reconvene the EG‑ITR, with terms of reference set by Council in 2027, to prepare a consolidated draft text. The EG‑ITR’s final report would go to the 2030 Plenipotentiary Conference for decision on further action. 
Action required
The Plenipotentiary Conference is invited to consider this document and to approve the proposed modifications to Resolution 146, as set out in this document.
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RESOLUTION 146 (REV. BUCHAREST, 2022)
Periodic review of the International Telecommunication Regulations
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Bucharest, 2022),
recalling
a)	Article 25 of the ITU Constitution, on world conferences on international telecommunications (WCIT);
b)	No. 48 in Article 3 of the ITU Convention, on other conferences and assemblies;
c)	that recognizing e) of Resolution 4 (Dubai, 2012) of WCIT, on periodic review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) states that "the ITRs consist of high-level guiding principles that should not require frequent amendment, but in the fast-moving sector of telecommunications/ICTs may need to be periodically reviewed";
d)	the final report of the Expert Group on the ITRs (EG-ITR),
recognizing
a)	that the International  telecommunication/ICT environment has changed substantially since the ITRs were last revised, and that the ITRs would benefit from being improved and updated to reflect those changes, while preserving their character as a concise, technology-neutral instrument of high-level guiding principles;
b)	that such improvement and updating are not intended to constrain innovation, competition or the operation of open markets, which remain essential drivers of the development of International telecommunications/ICTs, but to ensure that certain aspects of International telecommunications/ICTs of common concerns continue to be guided by agreed principles;
c)	that two sets of ITRs, those of 1988 and those of 2012, are currently in force among different groups of Member States, and that the preparation of a single, improved and updated text could  offer the opportunity to establish a modern set of high-level guiding principles;
d)	that the ITRs have supported the growth, interoperability and worldwide reach of international telecommunication services, including through the provisions on special arrangements, and that improving and updating that framework will help ensure it continues to serve the needs of all Member States,
resolves
to continue consideration of issues relating to the ITRs, including their review,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to reconvene an EG‑ITR, open to the ITU Member States and Sector Members, with terms of reference and working methods established by the ITU Council;
2	to submit the report of EG‑ITR on the outcome of the review to the Council for consideration, publication and subsequent submission to the 2026 plenipotentiary conference,
instructs the ITU Council
1	at its 2027 session, to establish the terms of reference for the reconvened EG-ITRs, ensuring that they include the preparation of the consolidated draft text and indicate clearly, for each provision, whether it is proposed to be modified, retained unchanged or suppressed to review and revise, at its 2023 session, the terms of reference for EG‑ITR referred to in instructs the Secretary-General 1 above;
2	to examine the reports of EG‑ITR at its annual sessions and submit the final report of EG-ITR to the 2026 plenipotentiary conference with the Council's comments for consideration and decision on further action,
instructs the Directors of the Bureaux
1	each within their field of competence, with advice from the relevant advisory group, to contribute to the activities of EG-ITR, recognizing that the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector has most of the work relevant to the ITRs;
2	to submit the results of their work to EG‑ITR;
3	to consider providing fellowships, where resources are available, for developing[footnoteRef:1]1 and least developed countries according to the list established by the United Nations, in order to widen their participation in the expert group, [1: 1 	These include the least developed countries, small island developing states, landlocked developing countries and countries with economies in transition.] 

invites Member States and Sector Members
to participate in and contribute to the activities of EG‑ITR,
invites the 2026 2030 plenipotentiary conference
to consider the EG‑ITR report and take necessary action, as appropriate.
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