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ADD	B/KAZ/PHL/83/1
Draft New Resolution [B/KAZ/PHL-1]
Submarine Cables Resilience
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Doha, 2026),
recalling
a)	Resolution 136 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies for humanitarian assistance and for monitoring and management in emergency and disaster situations, including health-related emergencies, for early warning, prevention, mitigation and relief;
b)	Resolution 203 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on connectivity to broadband networks;
c)	Resolution 73 (Rev. New Delhi, 2024) of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, on the use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies for climate change and the protection of the environment;
d)	Resolution 34 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, on assistance and support to countries in special need for rebuilding their telecommunication sector;
e)	Resolution 77 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, on broadband technology and applications for greater growth and development of telecommunication/information and communication services and broadband connectivity;
f)	Resolution 1 (Dubai, 2012) of the World Conference on International Telecommunication, on special measures for landlocked developing countries and small island developing states for access to international optical fiber networks,
considering
a)	that submarine telecommunications cables constitute critical infrastructure underpinning global connectivity, economic development, social inclusion and digital transformation;
b)	that the timely deployment, maintenance and repair of submarine cable systems may be impeded by legal and regulatory barriers, and that such barriers should be reduced through clear, transparent and predictable regulatory frameworks and streamlined coordination;
c)	that cable geographic diversity and redundancy, including varied routes, redundant landing points and resilient infrastructure, are essential to the resilience of submarine cable systems, especially for small island developing states, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, and underserved regions;
d)	that the adoption of best practices for assessing, mitigating and responding to risks to submarine cable infrastructure is important for strengthening resilience;
e)	that effective cooperation among relevant authorities, the submarine cable industry and marine stakeholders, together with capacity-building, innovation and the use of technologies that enhance monitoring, route design, redundancy and climate-resilient infrastructure, are essential elements of a resilient cable ecosystem,
resolves
1	that ITU, within its mandate, and in collaboration with other organizations, should seek to foster international cooperation on submarine cable resilience, with a view to supporting resilient, open, reliable and interoperable global connectivity;
2	to contribute to the development of technical studies, draft recommendations, best practices and other relevant outputs on submarine cable resilience within the ITU,
instructs the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau and the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau
1	to strengthen cooperation and liaison with relevant international and regional organizations, including the International Cable Protection Committee (ICPC), with a view to exchanging information, sharing good practices and following technical and policy developments related to submarine cable resilience;
2	to coordinate, as appropriate, the Union’s engagement with relevant stakeholders in order to promote timely deployment, maintenance and repair of submarine cables and to support the resilience of submarine cable systems;
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, in collaboration with the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau, as appropriate
1	to facilitate and promote technical exchanges with relevant standards-development organizations, industry bodies and experts, with a view to advancing work on submarine cable resilience-related technical matters;
2	to encourage the development of technical studies, draft recommendations and other relevant outputs on submarine cable resilience within the ITU-T, with the participation of Member States and Sector Members;
3	to promote practical coordination mechanisms, including a single point of contact or single front door interface, as well as voluntary information-sharing arrangements, in order to improve visibility of faults, facilitate operational coordination and support timely response;
4	to encourage the development of repair readiness arrangements, by sharing information that can improve hazard vulnerability assessments and backup connectivity arrangements, especially for small island developing states, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and underserved regions and areas with limited repair resources,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau, in collaboration with the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, as appropriate
1	to support capacity-building and technical assistance for developing countries, on submarine cable deployment, repair, resilience and preparedness, including through the sharing of good practices and the identification of practical challenges that may affect timely implementation;
2	to promote cooperation and information exchange among administrations, regulators, industry and regional and international organizations on submarine cable resilience, including efforts related to geographic diversity, risk awareness and continuity of service,
invites Member States
1	to consider reflecting, in their national approaches, measures that reduce barriers to submarine cable deployment, maintenance and repair, including through streamlined coordination and timely operational procedures, consistent with applicable national and international law, including environmental protection, maritime safety, national security and competition requirements;
2	to consider measures that encourage cable geographic diversity and redundancy, including varied routes, redundant landing points and resilient infrastructure, especially for small island developing states, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and underserved regions and, where appropriate, shared landing infrastructure to reduce duplication of vulnerable facilities;
3	to support, as appropriate, national and regional regulatory and operational frameworks that facilitate submarine cable resilience, including through predictable permitting, maintenance and repair processes,
invites Sector Members
1	to contribute actively to the development and sharing of technical best practices, innovative solutions and practical experience that support submarine cable resilience, monitoring, redundancy and repair readiness;
2	to participate in technical exchanges and to provide input to relevant ITU-T work, as appropriate, on submarine cable resilience-related matters,
invites the membership
1	to support international cooperation and information exchange on submarine cable resilience, including through participation in relevant technical and policy discussions, as appropriate;
2	to contribute to collaborative work on best practices, studies and practical measures that strengthen the resilience of submarine cable systems.
Reasons:	The proposal will strengthen the ITU framework on submarine cable resilience by supporting more predictable deployment and repair processes, improved coordination among stakeholders, and practical technical and regulatory approaches that enhance the resilience of global connectivity infrastructure, especially for small island developing states, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and underserved regions.

This proposal corresponds to a new Plenipotentiary Resolution on submarine cables, building on the Abuja and Porto Declarations on Submarine Cable Resilience and the recommendations of the International Advisory Body on Submarine Cable Resilience. The draft aims to reinforce international cooperation on submarine cable initiatives by addressing the main enabling conditions for timely deployment, maintenance and repair, including clear regulatory frameworks, geographic diversity and redundancy, capacity-building, technical cooperation, and the contribution of Member States, Sector Members and the broader ITU membership to relevant studies and best practices.
__________________
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