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	Iran (Islamic Republic of)

	PROPOSED NEW RESOLUTION – ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN FOR THE RECOVERY AND RESILIENT RECONSTRUCTION OF ITS CIVILIAN BROADCASTING AND TELECOMMUNICATION/ICT INFRASTRUCTURE

	Introduction
The preservation and continuity of public broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT networks should be regarded as a fundamental element of modern societies. These networks support public communications, the dissemination of essential safety and emergency information, public access to information, emergency response, and the continuity of essential services. Any significant damage to such infrastructure can therefore have serious consequences for civilian populations and the continuity of essential communications.
During the armed conflict that commenced in early 2026, attacks resulted in widespread damage to civilian broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT facilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The attacks caused significant damage to critical transmission assets and disrupted access to essential broadcasting and communication services, with serious consequences for the continuity of public information and communications.
When civilian broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT infrastructure is damaged during armed conflict, appropriate attention should be given to the restoration and reconstruction of such infrastructure and to the needs of the affected civilian population. The present proposal is therefore focused on the technical, operational, and humanitarian consequences of damage to civilian communication infrastructure and on the assistance required for its rehabilitation, reconstruction, modernization, and resilience.
The substance of the proposed draft new resolution focuses specifically on civilian telecommunication/ICT equipment and public communication and broadcasting networks. The Islamic Republic of Iran has prepared supporting information (Annex 1) concerning the affected infrastructure, including the identification of affected stations and sites, the populations served by the relevant facilities, and the extent of damage incurred. 	Comment by GBS-3: We will prepare Annex 2 separate from this proposal, and publish it under the same folder for easy access of the delegates.
The ITU has relevant technical expertise and an established practice of providing assistance and support to Member States for the restoration and reconstruction of telecommunication and broadcasting infrastructure affected by major disruptions, including armed conflict. The proposed resolution seeks to provide an appropriate framework for the Union to cooperate with the Islamic Republic of Iran in assessing the damage, identifying rehabilitation, and reconstruction requirements, and supporting the restoration, modernization, and resilience of affected infrastructure, within the mandate and available resources of the Union.
The proposed draft new resolution focuses on the protection, restoration and resilience of civilian communication infrastructure.


	





ADD	IRN/82A2/1
Draft New Resolution [IRN-1]
Assistance and support to the Islamic Republic of Iran for the recovery and resilient reconstruction of its civilian broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT infrastructure 
The International Telecommunication Union Plenipotentiary Conference (Doha, 2026)
considering
a)	that telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, including broadcasting networks, constitutes critical infrastructure for governments, public safety agencies, emergency services, businesses, and citizens;
b)	that the disruption or destruction of telecommunication/ICT networks as a result of armed conflict seriously affects social stability, economic development, and sustainable recovery;
c)	that Member States may require technical assistance and support from the Union following significant damage to their national telecommunication/ICT infrastructure;
d)	that the preservation of public broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT networks is essential for the continuity of public communications, safety and emergency information, particularly for civilian populations affected by armed conflict,
recalling
a)	the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the relevant rules and principles of international humanitarian law concerning the protection of civilian populations and essential civilian infrastructure, including the principles of distinction and proportionality in attack;
b)	that the civilian broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT infrastructure is, in principle, protected as civilian objects and shall be safeguarded from direct, indiscriminate, and disproportionate attacks and other effects of hostilities, in accordance with applicable international law;
c)	the purposes of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) as outlined in its Constitution and Convention; 
d)	Article 18 of the Convention of the ITU, in particular No. 225, defining the provision of studies, and advisory assistance to Member States, at their request, concerning their national telecommunication problems;
e)	Resolution 34 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on assistance and support to countries in special need for rebuilding their telecommunication sector;
f)	Resolution 71 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on enhancing the capacity of Member States to deploy inclusive, secure, and resilient telecommunication/ICT infrastructure;
g)	Resolution 136 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on secure communications for public safety,
recalling further
a)	 Resolution 1408 (C22, last amended C23) of the ITU Council, on Assistance and support to Ukraine for rebuilding their telecommunication sector, which established a coordinated framework for ITU assistance, technical support, needs assessment, resource mobilization and reconstruction of damaged and destroyed telecommunications and broadcasting infrastructure in Ukraine;
b)	the report submitted to the Plenipotentiary Conference (Bucharest, 2022) on the progress in the implementation of ITU Council Resolution 1408 (C22, last amended C23), including the experience gained through monitoring and assessment of reconstruction needs, coordination mechanisms, facilitation of technical assistance, and mobilization of resources,
noting
a)	the written request received by the Secretary-General from the administration of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in accordance with Article 18, No. 225, of the ITU Convention, requesting technical and advisory assistance for the assessment, recovery, and resilient reconstruction of its damaged telecommunication/ICT and broadcasting infrastructure;
b)	that significant damage has been caused to broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT infrastructure in the Islamic Republic of Iran during the armed conflict in 2026, affecting the continuity and availability of communication services;
c)	that damage to such infrastructure has affected broadcasting services, public information, emergency communications, and other essential communication services;
d)	that the damage has created substantial requirements for technical assessment, rehabilitation, reconstruction, replacement, and modernization of affected infrastructure;
e)	that restoration and modernization of affected infrastructure would contribute to strengthening the resilience and continuity of telecommunication/ICT and broadcasting services in the Islamic Republic of Iran,
recognizing 
a)	that the damage sustained by the broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT sector of the Islamic Republic of Iran has severely affected the continuity, resilience, and availability of essential communication services;
b)	that disruption of broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT services can adversely affect public access to essential information, emergency communications and other essential services;
c)	that urgent international support, including technical assessment, advisory assistance, and mobilization of resources, is required to facilitate recovery and reconstruction efforts;
d)	that coordinated, long-term technical assistance from bilateral, regional, and international organizations, including the ITU is essential to restore and modernize critical capabilities;
e)	that the adoption of this resolution is crucial for addressing the immediate, medium-term, and long-term reconstruction needs, enhancing the resilience of the affected systems, and promoting digital recovery and sustainable development,
recognizing further 
a)	Article 45 of the ITU Constitution, concerning harmful interference and the obligations of Member States to prevent harmful interference to the radio services or communications of other Member States;
b)	that deliberate interference and cyberattacks can cause significant disruption to critical communication infrastructure and services, including satellites, ground stations, and terrestrial networks and can adversely affect the use of assigned radio frequencies and associated communication services;
c)	that harmful interference affecting satellite and broadcasting services may, in certain circumstances, involve hybrid RF/cyber techniques, including the unauthorized manipulation, replacement, or insertion of audio or video content into legitimate broadcasting signals, thereby posing serious risks to the continuity, integrity, and reliability of essential public information and broadcasting services,
resolves
1	to recognize and affirm the need for appropriate assistance and support to the Islamic Republic of Iran for the assessment, rehabilitation, reconstruction, restoration, and modernization of its broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT infrastructure damaged during the armed conflict in 2026;
2	to establish a framework for coordinated technical assistance by the Union, within its mandate and available resources, for the recovery and resilient reconstruction of the affected infrastructure;
3	to provide, within the existing ITU interference-reporting resolution framework, the mandate of the Union and available resources, technical and regulatory assistance to the Islamic Republic of Iran for the timely identification, characterization, geolocation and resolution of harmful radio-frequency interference affecting its satellite radiocommunication and broadcasting services, and, as appropriate, to facilitate the coordinated use of relevant ITU monitoring, reporting and interference-resolution mechanisms,
instruct the Directors of the three Bureaux 
1	to provide, within their respective mandates and in coordination with the administration of the Islamic Republic of Iran, technical and advisory assistance for assessing the damage to the affected broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and identifying requirements for its restoration, rehabilitation, reconstruction, and modernization; 
2	to undertake, as appropriate and subject to the agreement of the administration of the Islamic Republic of Iran, comprehensive technical assessments addressing, inter alia:
i. the extent and nature of the damage;
ii. immediate operational and restoration requirements;
iii. rehabilitation, reconstruction and modernization requirements;
iv. measures to enhance the resilience and continuity of affected services; and
v. estimated technical and financial requirements; 
3	to develop, within their respective mandates and in coordination with the administration of the Islamic Republic of Iran, recommendations and technical assistance programmes for the restoration, rehabilitation, reconstruction, and modernization of the affected infrastructure; 
4	to provide, upon request of the Islamic Republic of Iran, technical and regulatory assistance in the identification, characterization, geolocation, and resolution of harmful radio-frequency interference affecting satellite radiocommunication and broadcasting services, including where such interference involves hybrid RF/cyber techniques, taking into account: 
i. to facilitate, the timely and coordinated use of the International Monitoring System (IMS) and available space-monitoring facilities, including designated monitoring stations of administrations participating in the IMS, for the detection, measurement, characterization, and geolocation of harmful interference affecting satellite networks;
ii. to establish, within the existing ITU interference-reporting and resolution framework and without prejudice to the procedures under Article 15 of the Radio Regulations, the expedited exchange of relevant technical information and measurement results among the administration of Islamic Republic of Iran, the Radiocommunication Bureau and relevant monitoring facilities, including through the Satellite Interference Reporting and Resolution System (SIRRS), with a view to reducing the time required to identify, characterize, geolocate and address recurrent or persistent interference;	Comment by GBS-3: Kindly clarify if this is directed specific to BR in this context please? This will need to be specified.
5	to support, within the mandate of the Telecommunication Development Bureau and in coordination with the relevant Bureaux, capacity-building and the development of technical expertise required for the implementation of identified recovery and reconstruction measures; 
6	to mobilize, within their respective mandates and in accordance with the applicable financial rules and procedures, resources through existing ITU budgetary resources, and voluntary contributions from Member States, international financial institutions, and private sector partners,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to coordinate the activities carried out by the three Sectors of the Union in the implementation of this resolution, to ensure that the assistance and action of the Union in favour of the Islamic Republic of Iran is as effective as possible;
2	to facilitate cooperation with relevant international organizations, with a view to mobilizing voluntary technical expertise and financial resources in support of the assessment, rehabilitation, reconstruction, and modernization of the Islamic Republic of Iran's telecommunications/ ICTs and broadcasting infrastructure,
further instructs the Secretary-General
to report to the Council at its next session and to subsequent sessions as well as to the next Plenipotentiary Conference on the actions taken pursuant to this resolution and the results thereof,
invites Member States
1	to provide voluntary technical expertise, equipment, capacity-building, and/or financial resources to support the implementation of this Resolution;
2	to share experience and good practices in protecting broadcasting and telecommunication/ICT infrastructure during armed conflicts or external hostilities.
Reasons:	The proposed resolution seeks to provide an appropriate framework for the Union to cooperate with the Islamic Republic of Iran in assessing the damage, identifying rehabilitation and reconstruction requirements, and supporting the restoration, modernization, and resilience of affected infrastructure, within the mandate and available resources of the Union.
 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
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