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ADD	IAP/81A31/1
Draft New Resolution [IAP-2]
Modernizing the ITU Radiocommunication Sector 
and promoting spectrum efficiency
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Doha, 2026),
recalling
a)	Article 1 of the ITU Constitution, which calls on the Union to promote the extension of the benefits of new telecommunication technologies to all the world’s inhabitants;
b)	Resolution 71 (Rev. Doha, 2026) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the strategic plan for the Union for 2028-2031,
considering
a)	that advanced satellite technology has provided more efficient spacing along the geosynchronous orbital arc and non-geosynchronous satellite systems have enabled a plethora of varying elliptical orbits and altitudinal planes; 
b)	that radio frequency spectrum is a limited natural resource requiring rational, efficient and economical use in accordance with the ITU Constitution, Convention and Radio Regulations;
c)	that radiocommunication services are fundamental to economic development, national security, public safety, disaster risk reduction, scientific research and Earth observation;
d)	that demand for spectrum continues to increase due to the deployment of satellite systems, mobile and fixed broadband, space exploration and scientific purposes, and emerging radiocommunication applications;
e)	that the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) needs to become radically more efficient in conducting its studies in order to keep pace with technological advancements;
f)	that the workload of each ITU-R study group during a WRC study cycle is directly influenced by the complexity and quantity of WRC agenda items;
g)	that the workload further includes development of questions, reports, recommendations and handbooks unrelated to WRC activities that are not bound by the WRC study cycle, 
noting
a)	that new and emerging technical methods for interference analysis and propagation (e.g. data‑driven and machine‑learning‑assisted approaches) are being explored within ITU‑R;
b)	that the evolution of advanced frequency reuse, more narrow spot beam technology and ground station antennas have facilitated closer space station spacing along the geostationary arc;
c)	that effective and efficient working methods and work programmes are key enablers for a fit for purpose ITU-R and more efficient use of radio spectrum;
d)	that revising or removing outdated provisions of the Radio Regulations is central to the mandate of the ITU in order to increase spectrum efficiency and access to spectrum by new services;
e)	that more efficient, economical, and effective use of the radio spectrum will promote increased availability of spectrum resources for new and innovative technologies to connect the unconnected while also allowing for protection of existing services,
recognizing
a)	that lengthy study cycles and over‑prescriptive regulatory provisions slow the introduction of innovative radiocommunication services; 
b)	that simpler, physics‑based protection criteria combined with addressing interference through coordination can support efficient sharing and faster deployment of technologies that advance universal connectivity and sustainable digital transformation;
c)	that efforts to modernize the work of the ITU-R should serve to improve the efficiency, timeliness, and technical integrity of studies and regulatory provisions with a focus on increasing opportunities for new and emerging commercial radiocommunication services, without prejudice to regulatory protections afforded to scientific services, passive services, safety‑of‑life and national‑security‑related radiocommunication services;
d)	that regulatory provisions for radiocommunications should be technologically neutral so that they do not quickly become out of date and revised or replaced when they do; 
e)	that many such regulatory provisions with the Radio Regulations are, in fact, out of date and in need of technical revision, replacement or deletion,
resolves
1	to instruct the ITU-R to conduct a comprehensive, expedited review of interference protection criteria used across radiocommunication services and, where appropriate, to update those criteria to update those criteria to be physics-based and service-appropriate;
2	to strengthen the capability of the ITU-R to keep pace with the rapid development of new radiocommunication technologies;
3	to modernize the technical foundation for ITU-R sharing and compatibility studies so that they are evidence-based and grounded in physics;
4	to review and revise the protection criteria ITU-R uses in its studies so that they reflect modern system capabilities and mitigation techniques;
5	to accelerate the process for conducting ITU-R studies and consider shorter study cycles for future world radio conferences to keep pace with technological change, prioritizing agenda items according to technical advances in the telecommunications industry;
6	to improve spectrum efficiency by suppressing or modernizing outdated regulations and revising or replacing ITU-R reports and recommendations that are obsolete,
instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau
to support the work of this Resolution and report on its progress to subsequent Radiocommunication Advisory Groups, conferences and assemblies, and to the Council,
invites Member States and Sector Members
1	to actively engage in the work of the ITU-R so that its outputs reflect the latest in radio technology and to highlight to the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau those outputs that do not;
2	to support efforts to streamline regulatory provisions and avoid over-specification where coordination and good‑faith engineering practices suffice;
3	to provide feedback on steps to accelerate ITU-R study cycles, with a goal of moving toward a two-year cycle, including through intersessional coordination, remote participation tools, and regional preparatory mechanisms and agenda item prioritization.
Reasons:	Modernizing the ITU-R and promoting spectrum efficiency is necessary to connect the unconnected and achieve sustainable digital transformation, considering agenda item prioritization as a useful tool towards the proposed two-year cycle length.
 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
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