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Abstract:
CITEL proposes the suppression of Plenipotentiary Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), noting that the World telecommunication/information and communication technology policy forum (WTPF) and its preparatory process require substantial time and resources without producing concrete, measurable outcomes. Terminating the WTPF would not adversely affect the ITU’s work and would promote greater organizational efficiency and financial responsibility, allowing limited time and resources to be redirected toward higher-priority activities.
CITEL extends its sincere gratitude to our fellow Member State, The Bahamas, for serving as the host country of WTPF-26.


SUP	IAP/81A10/1
RESOLUTION 2 (REV. BUCHAREST, 2022)
World telecommunication/information and communication technology policy forum
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Bucharest, 2022),
Reasons:	The World telecommunication/information and communication technology policy forum (WTPF) and its preparatory process place increasingly untenable demands on Member States’ limited time and resources.  During the present cycle, for example, the IEG-WTPF took up more meeting time than any other Council Working Group or Expert Group, a preparatory process drastically disproportional to a three-day event with non-binding outcomes.  This situation is unsustainable, especially in light of the ITU’s budgetary constraints, and is inconsistent with the ITU’s commitment to organizational efficiency and fiscal responsibility.  
At the same time, WTPF Opinions add little – if any – substantive value, in that they largely duplicate (sometimes verbatim) the content of higher-level ITU Resolutions.  As such, the development of WTPF Opinions also needlessly repeats and prolongs associated debates from ITU conferences and assemblies.  For WTPF-26, for example: 
· Draft Opinion 1 (digital divides) duplicates Plenipotentiary Resolution 139 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) and WTDC Resolution 37 (Rev. Baku, 2025), among others; 
· Draft Opinion 2 (green digital transformation) duplicates Plenipotentiary Resolution 182 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), WTSA Resolution 73 (Rev. New Delhi, 2024), and WTDC Resolution 66 (Rev. Baku, 2025), among others;
· Draft Opinion 3 (resilience) duplicates Plenipotentiary Resolution 136 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) and WTDC Resolution 34 (Rev. Baku, 2025), among others;
· Draft Opinion 4 (space connectivity) rehashes debates from WTSA-24 and WTDC-25 and anticipated at PP-26; and 
· Draft Opinion 5 (ICT-centric innovation and entrepreneurship) duplicates Plenipotentiary Resolution 205 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) and WTDC Resolution 90 (Rev. Baku, 2025), among others.
In sum, WTPF and its preparatory process absorb a significant amount of limited time and resources while duplicating other ITU high-level events.  Resolution 2 should therefore be suppressed.  The goal of the WTPF – “to continue discussing and exchanging views and information on telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory matters” – can still be fully achieved through other existing ITU mechanisms, such as the Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR).
_________________
 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
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