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MOD	ACP/79A23/1
RESOLUTION 218 (BUCHARESTDoha, 20222026)
ITU's role in the implementation of the "Space2030" Agenda: space as a driver of sustainable development, and its follow-up and review process
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (BucharestDoha, 20222026),
recalling
a)	Resolution 76/3, on the "Space2030" Agenda: space as a driver of sustainable development, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on 25 October 2021;
b)	overarching objective 3 of UNGA Resolution 76/3: improve access to space for all and ensure that all countries can benefit socio-economically from space science and technology applications and space-based data, information and products, thereby supporting the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs);
c)	overarching objective 4 of UNGA Resolution 76/3: build partnerships and strengthen international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space and in the global governance of outer space activities,;
d)	Resolution 139 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), on the use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICTs) to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive information society,
considering
a) 	that satellite systems play an important role in areas such as communications, navigation, earth exploration, science and research;
b)	that the Radio Regulations provide the regulatory framework for the deployment and operation of satellite systems, including the use of radio-frequency spectrum and associated orbital resources;
ac)	that a worldwide fixed-satellite service (FSS) national allotment plan and regional broadcasting-satellite service (BSS) plans were established in the Radio Regulations in certain frequency bands with a view to achieving the objective of guaranteeing equitable access to the geostationary-satellite orbit (GSO) for all Member States of the Union; however, some of these national frequency assignments and allotments, especially those of developing countries in the Regions 1 and 3 BSS plan and in the FSS plan, have been severely degraded over time, making it difficult for these countries to use them;
d)	that it is important to explore suitable and practical measures to improve the long-term usability of these plans in Appendices 30, 30A and 30B to the Radio Regulations and to ensure access to these planned spectrum and orbit resources in accordance with Article 44 of the ITU Constitution;
be)	that the issue of degraded frequency assignments in the Regions 1 and 3 BSS plan and degraded allotments in the FSS plan contained in Appendices 30, 30A and 30B to the Radio Regulations has been raised in several previous world radiocommunication conferences (WRCs);
cf)	that statistics on the submission, under Article 4 of Appendices 30 and 30A to the Radio Regulations and under Article 6 of Appendix 30B to the Radio Regulations, of additional uses and suppressions, as well as reports on the degradation of planned frequency assignments and allotments, are being provided and regularly updated by the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR), which demonstrate the nature and extent of the issue,
recognizing
a)	that the specific purposes, functions and structure of ITU-R are defined in Articles 1 and 12 of the ITU Constitution;
ab)	that Article 44 of the ITU Constitution, on use of the radio-frequency spectrum and of the geostationary-satellite and other satellite orbits, states that "radio frequencies and any associated orbits, including the geostationary-satellite orbit, are limited natural resources and that they must be used rationally, efficiently and economically, in conformity with the provisions of the Radio Regulations, so that countries or groups of countries may have equitable access to those orbits and frequencies, taking into account the special needs of the developing countries and the geographical situation of particular countries";
bc)	that a portion of the radio-frequency spectrum and associated satellite-orbit resources in the Radio Regulations has been reserved for worldwide and regional plans using the GSO, which have been established by assigning orbital positions and certain frequency bands to each Member State of the Union; however, the remaining frequency bands are accessible on a "first come, first served" basis;
cd)	that developing countries, least developed countries (LDCs), small island developing states (SIDS) and landlocked developing countries (LLDCs) face a lack of resources and expertise to address the complexities of the coordination processes;
de)	that Resolution 2 (Rev.WRC-03) of WRC resolves that "the registration with the Radiocommunication Bureau of frequency assignments for space radiocommunication services and their use do not provide any permanent priority for any individual country or groups of countries and do not create an obstacle to the establishment of space systems by other countries",
noting
the value of space technology and applications, as well as of space-derived data and information, to sustainable development, including helping in improving the formulation and implementation of policies and programmes of action relating to environmental protection, land and water management, urban and rural development, marine and coastal ecosystems, health care, climate change, disaster risk reduction and emergency response, energy, infrastructure, navigation, seismic monitoring, natural resources management, snow and glaciers, biodiversity, agriculture and food security,
resolves
1	that ITU should support the implementation of the "Space2030" Agenda, especially the parts relevant to space services of overarching objective 3 referred to in recalling b) above, taking into account the unique role of ITU with respect to access to the radio-frequency spectrum and associated satellite orbits, consistent with Article 44 of the Constitution;
2	that the implementation of resolves 1 above should leverage the involvement of the ITU regional presence and pay particular attention to further support developing countries, LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs, in strengthening capacity-building in the application of the Radio Regulations and the relevant regulatory framework;
3	that BR and the Telecommunication Development Bureau continue to assist developing countries, LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs in accessing the radio-frequency spectrum and associated satellite orbits, in particular in order to achieve the objectives of the "Space2030" Agenda,
instructs the Secretary-General and the Directors of the Bureaux based on their scope of activities and mandates stipulated in the Basic Instrument of the Union
1	to engage in the high-level dialogue with relevant United Nations entities and promote BR's activities related to space;
2	to provide annually to the ITU Council a comprehensive report on the status of the plans governed by Appendices 30, 30A and 30B to the Radio Regulations, highlighting the situation of developing countries and any challenges related to the implementation of those plans, such as the evolution of reference situations of the various frequency assignments and allotments, including any difficulties and problems encountered by BR in the implementation of these plans and problems reported to BR by administrations, including those of developing countries, LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs;
3	to provide annually to the Council a report on the role of ITU in the implementation of the "Space2030" Agenda;
4	to strengthen global partnerships and cooperation among Member States, United Nations entities, international and regional intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, industry and private-sector entities, including by enhancing information sharing, in order to ensure that, through joint efforts and by taking advantage of the practical experiences and contributions of different stakeholders, the benefits of space will be brought to everyone, everywhere;
5	to promote cooperation for access to the scientific, technological, economic, social, environmental and cultural benefits of space activities;
6	to undertake activities in strengthening capacity building, and to foster information- and experience-sharing, including technical guidelines, in particular, for developing countries, LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs in the application of the Radio Regulations especially for enhancing the technical viability of degraded allotments within the Appendices 30, 30A and 30B plans through collaboration, cooperation and memoranda of understanding with relevant organizations, as well as the organization of world and regional radiocommunication seminars and workshops for regional telecommunication organizations;
7	to collaborate with the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), to the extent practicable, in strengthening capacity-building activities for developing countries, LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs concerning the application of space law, space science and technology and raising awareness on the benefits of outer space;
8	to report to the Council on sessions of the United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities (UN-Space) and the measures being implemented in promoting synergies and avoiding duplication of efforts related to the use of space technology,
instructs the ITU Council
to consider ITU's work on implementation of the "Space2030" Agenda and related ITU activities, and, within the financial limits set by the Plenipotentiary Conference, to make resources available as appropriate,
instructs the 20232027 world radiocommunication conference and subsequent world radiocommunication conferences
to continue to give high priority to the matter of equitable access to satellite orbitsspectrum and associated orbit resources, taking into account the special needs of developing countries and the geographical situation of particular countries,
invites Member States and Sector Members
1	to participate actively in the implementation of the "Space2030" Agenda, in supporting the achievement of the SDGs;
2	to make voluntary contributions to support activities relating to the implementation of the "Space2030" Agenda.;
3	to engage in voluntary cooperation and dialogue to ensure that the operation of large-scale satellite systems is coordinated and managed in a manner that remains compatible with the planned and future satellite systems in the planned bands of developing countries;
4	to support capacity-building initiatives and the voluntary sharing of relevant data to help developing countries, LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs in order to avoid harmful interference to the radio frequency spectrum and associated orbit resources.
Reasons:	The modification of Resolution 218 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) aims to improve the long-term usability in plans of Appendices 30, 30A and 30B and further support to developing countries, LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs. It also invites Member States to engage in voluntary cooperation and dialogue to ensure that the operation of large-scale satellite systems is coordinated and managed, and to support capacity-building initiatives and the voluntary sharing of relevant data to help developing countries, LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs.
 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
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