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MOD	EUR/75A18/1
RESOLUTION 5 (KYOTORev. Doha, 19942026)
Invitations to hold conferences 
or meetingsVenue of conferences and assemblies of the Union away from Geneva
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (KyotoDoha, 19942026),
recalling
Resolution 144 (Rev. Busan, 2014) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the availability of model host-country agreements in advance for conferences and assemblies of the Union held away from Geneva, which instructs the Secretary-General to prepare model host-country agreements and annexes thereto for each of the conferences and assemblies of the Union,
considering
that expenditure on conferences and meetingsassemblies of the Union is distinctly lower when they are held in Geneva, 
considering, however
that there are advantages in holding certain conferences and meetings in countries other than the headquarters country,
considering further
a)	that the nature, scope and operational requirements of conferences and assemblies vary across the three Sectors of the Union, and that such differences may have implications for the conditions under which invitations to hold conferences and assemblies away from the seat of the Union are accepted;
b)	that, in order to facilitate the widest participation at conferences and assemblies of the Union held away from the seat of the Union, administrations need to be informed in a timely manner,
bearing in mind
a)	that the United Nations General Assembly, in Resolution 1202 (XII), decided that meetings of organs of the United Nations should, as a general rule, be held at the headquarters of the organ concerned, but that a meeting could be held away from headquarters if an inviting government agreed to defray the additional expenditure involved,;
b)	that transparency, predictability and equitable geographical representation in the selection of host countries for ITU conferences and assemblies outside of the ITU headquarters are essential principles of the Union's work;
c)	the importance of ensuring that all Member States, including developing countries, are able to participate effectively in the hosting of major Union conferences and assemblies;
d)	the importance of ensuring that the bids of all Member States to host a conference or assembly should be made under equal conditions and timeframes and further treated on an equal basis,
recommends
that world conferences and assemblies of the Union should normally be held at the seat of the Union,
resolves
1	that invitations to hold conferences and assemblies of the Union away from Genevathe seat of the Union should not be accepted unless the host government agrees to defray the additional expenditure involved;
2	that invitations to hold development conferences and meetings of the study groups of the Sectors away from Geneva should not be accepted unless the host government provides at least adequate premises and the necessary furniture and equipment free of charge, except that in the case of developing countries equipment need not necessarily be provided free of charge by the host government, if the government so requests.
2	that the Secretary-General shall send a circular letter that shall set the minimum requirements for hosting based on the model host country agreement (HCA), the submission deadlines, generic cost information including ITU reimbursable expenses, and all relevant procedural guidance to all Member States no later than four (4) years prior to the scheduled year of the conference or assembly, asking for an expression of interest to host the given major event under the condition of defraying all the expenses for holding the conference or assembly outside Geneva;
3	that any Member State or group of Member States wishing to host a major conference or assembly of the Union away from the seat of the Union shall submit a formal expression of interest following the circular letter within six months after issuing the circular letter;
4	that, if no expression of interest is announced during that period, the Secretary-General shall send a circular letter again 3 years prior to the scheduled year of the conference or assembly;
5	that, if a host withdraws, the Secretary-General shall, within 14 days of receiving notification of the withdrawal, send a circular letter informing the Member States on the withdrawal;
6	that, if no expression of interest is announced two (2) years prior the conference or assembly shall be held at the seat of the Union;
7	that all expressions of interest shall be assessed based on the following criteria:
i)	the Member State shall be party to the 1947 Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies;
ii)	availability of a suitable conference venue with sufficient capacity, flexibility, and facilities, including reliable high-capacity internet connectivity as set out in the circular letter by the Secretary-General;
iii)	sufficient hotel accommodation in proximity to the venue, ensuring safety, affordability and reliable high-capacity internet connectivity, for all delegates;
iv)	international and local transportation infrastructure, including flexible, reliable and safe connections from Member States to the host country and the host city or between host cities;
v)	facilitation of simplified visa procedures for all delegates and ITU staff, including appropriate support services especially in the case of more than one host country;
vi)	provision of an open, reliable and secure internet environment at the venue and official hotels, and permission of encrypted connections, including respective hardware and software (e.g. via virtual private networks), to all Member States and ITU headquarters for all delegates and ITU staff;
vii)	compliance with the 1947 Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies for all delegates;
viii)	availability of local amenities and emergency medical services;
ix)	assurance of the safety and security of all participants;
8	that two or more Member States may express their common interest in co-hosting a conference or assembly;
9	that the principle of regional rotation shall serve as a guiding consideration in the selection of host countries for major conferences held outside the Union's headquarters, applied consistently over successive cycles so as to ensure equitable opportunities across all ITU regions;
10	that the secretariat shall establish and maintain a publicly accessible web portal providing centralized access to all relevant circular letters, requirements, criteria, timeframes, generic costs of hosting, and procedural guidance and all related documents on hosting ITU conferences and assemblies, including the signed host country agreements of the previous three conferences or assemblies, all formal proposals received, in view to enhance transparency and informed participation;
11	that secretariat shall proactively engage with those Member States that expressed interest in order to assess the fulfilment of the selection criteria set out in resolves 7;
12	that the secretariat shall provide timely and substantive feedback to candidate countries that have not fulfilled the selection criteria after completion of the selection process, with a view to strengthening future bids and encouraging continued participation,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to send a circular letter to all Member States no later than four (4) years prior to the scheduled year of the conference or assembly, asking for an expression of interest to host the given major conference or assembly under the condition of defraying all the expenses for holding the event away from the seat of the Union as well as the circular letter shall set the minimum requirements for hosting based on the model host country agreement (HCA), the submission deadlines, generic cost information including ITU reimbursable expenses, and all relevant procedural guidance,
2	to initiate the consultation of Member States without delay and no later than ten (10) days following the adoption of the dates and venue of the conference or assembly by Council,
instructs the Secretary-General and the Directors of the three Bureaux
1	to make available to all Member States that have requested so all relevant information, so as to facilitate the preparation of formal expression of interest, including information that are not published on the web portal on hosting ITU conferences and assemblies as set out in this Resolution;
2	to publish all formal proposals from Member States to host the respective conference or assembly on the host country web portal within twelve (12) days of the applicable submission deadline, including any proposals received outside the formal process, the latter with an appropriate disclaimer;
3	to assess all formal expressions of interest against the minimum requirements set out in resolves 7 above, conducting site visits where necessary, and to submit a comprehensive assessment report to the next session of the Council at least three (3) years before the scheduled start of the conference or assembly, including the seat of the Union as a further option for consideration;
4	to conclude a host country agreement with the host government, sharing the draft agreement preferably six (6) months before the conference or assembly, and to publish the signed agreement on the web portal on hosting ITU conferences and assemblies;
5	to promote measures to reduce the financial and operational burden on host countries,
invites ITU Council
1	to review the report submitted by the Secretary-General and take due note of the assessments contained therein;
2	to decide on the venue for hosting of the conference away from the seat of the Union preferably by consensus, taking into account the principle of regional rotation for major conferences and the assessment reports provided by the secretariat.
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