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	Report by the Council

	FOUR-YEAR REPORT OF THE COUNCIL WORKING GROUP ON CHILD ONLINE PROTECTION (CWG-COP)



	Summary
In accordance with Plenipotentiary Conference Decision 11 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), the Chair of the CWG-COP submitted a four-year report of the CWG-COP (Document C26/18) to the 2026 session of the Council for consideration and submission of recommendations to the 2026 Plenipotentiary Conference on the need to maintain, modify, terminate or establish the CWG for the next period.
The Council noted the report contained in Document C26/18 and agreed to transmit it to the Plenipotentiary Conference, together with the summary record of the meeting capturing Council Member States’ recommendations and views.
The report in Annex 1 summarizes the main activities and achievements of CWG‑COP over the period 2022-2026 in accordance with Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) and Council Resolution 1306. The extract of the summary record of the fifth plenary meeting of the 2026 session of the Council reflecting the recommendations and views of the Council Member States is contained in Annex 2.
Action required
The Plenipotentiary Conference is invited to consider this report and take necessary action, as appropriate.
______________
References
Plenipotentiary Conference Decision 11 and Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022); Council Resolution 1306 (C09, last amended C24); CWG-COP webpage; Council Document C26/18
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	Purpose
In accordance with ITU Council Resolution 1306 (C09, last amended C24) and Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, this document presents the four‑year report by the Chair of the Council Working Group on child online protection (CWG‑COP), to Council 2023, 2024, 2025 and 2026.
The Council, recognizing the continued need to address child online protection in a rapidly evolving digital environment, including emerging risks and opportunities associated with new technologies, and to provide a dedicated forum for the exchange of experiences, coordination, and information-sharing among Member States and stakeholders between Council sessions, could decide to maintain the CWG-COP for the next period.
The Council Working Group on child online protection reports annually on its activities to Council.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to consider this report and to submit its recommendations to the Plenipotentiary Conference as appropriate, particularly the continuation of the activities of CWG‑COP for the next four years.
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Sustainable Digital Transformation: Foster equitable and inclusive use of telecommunications/
ICTs to empower people and societies for sustainable development.
Financial implications
Within the allocated budget 2025-2026.
_______________
References
Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference; Council Resolution 1306 (C09, last amended C24)




I	Introduction
1	The ITU Council Working Group on child online protection (CWG-COP) was established by Council Resolution 1306 (C09, last amended C24), in accordance with Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference. CWG-COP is open to all relevant stakeholders.
[bookmark: _Hlk221109652]2	The Terms of Reference for CWG-COP are specified in Annex 1 of the outcome of the 1st meeting.
3	Plenipotentiary Conference Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) requested the Council:
a)	to continue the work of CWG-COP, in order to facilitate the membership's input and guidance on ITU's role in child online protection, and to serve as a platform for discussion and exchange of best practices; 
b)	to facilitate the contribution and participation of all relevant stakeholders in the work of CWG‑COP to ensure maximum collaboration in implementing this resolution; 
c)	to encourage CWG-COP to liaise with the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues (CWG-Internet), as appropriate, in order to contribute in a mutually beneficial manner to fulfilment of work under the respective mandates of these Council working groups on the relevant issues; 
d)	to encourage CWG-COP to liaise with ITU-D Study Group 2, sharing the outputs of CWG‑COP meetings, to benefit the discussion of the relevant study question; 
e)	to encourage CWG‑COP to conduct online consultations with youth to listen to their views and opinions on different matters related to child online protection, prior to and during its meeting; 
f)	to continue to make output documents related to child online protection issues publicly accessible without password protection.
4	The 19th, 20th and 21st meetings of the Council Working Group on child online protection were held under the chairing of Mr Abdelaziz Al Zarooni (United Arab Emirates) assisted by six Vice‑Chairs as follows:
–	AFR	– Ms Stella Chubiyo Erebor (Nigeria) 
–	AMS	– Mr Kemie Alexander Jones (Bahamas) 
–	ARB	– Ms May Ali Alghatam (Bahrain) 
–	ASP	– Ms Celine Melanie A. Dee (Philippines) 
–	CIS	– Ms Seljan Aghasarkari (Azerbaijan) 
–	EUR	– Mr Domenico Alfieri (Italy).
Since the 22nd meeting of CWG-COP, the group has been chaired by Ms Stella Chubiyo Erebor (Nigeria).
II	CWG-COP activities
5	The main results of the 19th meeting of the CWG-COP, held on 10 October 2023, were: www.itu.int/md/S23-CLCWGCOP19-C-0005/en.
6	The main results of the 20th meeting the CWG-COP, held on 22 and 23 January 2024, were: www.itu.int/md/S24-CLCWGCOP20-C-0006/en. 
7	The main results of the 21st meeting of the CWG-COP, held from 30 September to 1 October 2024, were: www.itu.int/md/S24-CLCWGCOP21-C-0004/en.
8	The main results of the 22nd meeting of the CWG-COP, held on 12 and 13 February 2025, were: www.itu.int/md/S25-CLCWGCOP22-C-0003/en. 
9	The main results of the 23rd meeting of the CWG-COP, held on 16 September 2025, were: www.itu.int/md/S25-CLCWGCOP23-C-0005/en.
10	The main results of the 24th meeting of the CWG-COP, held on 19 January 2026, were: www.itu.int/md/S26-CLCWGCOP24-C-0004/en.
III	Recommendations to PP-26
11	Councillors are invited to consider the four-year report by the Chair of CWG-COP and to recommend to the Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-26) the continuation of the activities of CWG‑COP for the next four years.


[bookmark: Annex2]Annex 2
Extract of the summary record of the fifth Plenary meeting of the Council 2026 (Document C26/122)
2	Reports by the Chair of the Council Working Group on child online protection (Documents C26/15 and C26/18)
2.1	The Vice-Chair of the Council Working Group on child online protection (CWG-COP) introduced Document C26/15, which set out the working group's five key areas of focus during the reporting period and summarized the outcomes of the group's 23rd and 24th meetings. She also introduced the four-year report of CWG-COP, in Document C26/18, which presented the activities and achievements of the working group over the period 2022-2026 and highlighted the continued relevance of CWG-COP in addressing evolving digital risks for children and young people. The Council was invited to recommend to PP‑26 the continuation of CWG-COP for the next four-year period.
2.2	Numerous councillors and two observers welcomed the reports and commended the working group's important activities, noting that child online protection was a key priority in the context of digital transformation and consistent with ITU's work as facilitator of World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Action Line C5. Support was expressed for the working group's activities to promote multistakeholder engagement, including with the private sector, civil society, academia and international organizations, and for exploring safe and meaningful modalities for the participation of children and young people in child online protection work. Some councillors called for wider participation of key stakeholders to ensure a coordinated and inclusive approach. It was suggested that other Council working groups would benefit from a similar multistakeholder approach. Councillors also welcomed the focus on emerging technologies, in particular artificial intelligence (AI), and highlighted the importance of strengthening child-centred safeguards and safety-by-design approaches. A balanced approach was needed to safeguard children from online harm while respecting their rights. Councillors appreciated the working group's activities aimed at strengthening coordination between policy, operational, and technical standardization efforts within ITU, including the enhanced coordination with Study Group 17 of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T). One councillor noted that the approval of Recommendation ITU-T X.1901 had marked a significant milestone as the first ITU-T technical standard focused on child online protection, particularly given initial concerns as to whether child online protection fell within the scope of technical standardization.
2.3	Councillors agreed that child online protection initiatives must remain inclusive, child-centred and responsive to evolving digital risks. Practical mechanisms, such as reporting systems, parental empowerment tools, awareness-raising, knowledge-sharing and capacity-building support, particularly for developing countries would be useful to help Member States operationalize national frameworks and translate principles and good practices into effective policies, procedures and safeguards. The importance of transparency and information sharing was highlighted, and enhanced reporting by ITU regional offices on child online protection initiatives would help to better reflect regional priorities, implementation realities and needs at the national level. 
2.4	One observer asked how ITU could help Member States ensure that child online safety was part of standard digital education rather than a separate policy issue. 
2.5	Councillors noted that CWG-COP served as a unique a platform for ITU and all Member States, raising awareness, exchanging good practices and supporting Member States in safeguarding children in the digital environment. Its work should continue for the next four‑year period, with a focus on technical aspects relevant to ITU's mandate. The working group must be able to meet twice a year in the next cycle, if necessary, by leveraging unused meeting time from other Council working groups. Duplication of activities should be avoided, and resources must be used effectively. The working group should consider practical, innovative and high-impact activities that strengthen child online protection, bridge implementation gaps, foster regional cooperation and support Member States in the implementation of effective national policies and procedures in a rapidly evolving digital landscape. Two councillors suggested that reference to child online protection might be included in the draft strategic plan for the Union for 2028-2031.
2.6	Some councillors and one observer described national efforts to address the priority issue of child online protection and enhance children's digital literacy.
2.7	The Council noted the reports contained in Documents C26/15 and C26/18 and agreed to transmit the report in Document C26/18 to PP‑26 for further consideration.

______________
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