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	[bookmark: _Toc305764050]Summary
This report presents, for consideration by the 2026 Plenipotentiary Conference, the results of the secretariat’s work to refine selected proposed targets and their associated indicators, following the request made by the 2026 session of the Council.
[bookmark: _Toc305764051]Action required
The Plenipotentiary Conference is invited to consider this report, together with Document 32.






This report is submitted to the 2026 Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-26) for its consideration, following the request made by the Council at its 2026 session for the secretariat to further consider and refine selected proposed targets and their associated indicators, as detailed below:
–	Target 1.5 (Resilient networks): to coordinate with the General Secretariat and relevant Bureaux to further explore the enhancement and possible inclusion of ITU submarine cable–related activities, supported by relevant statistics to substantiate their inclusion.
–	Target 1.6 (Avoidance of harmful interference): to work closely with the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) to identify improved indicators that more accurately reflect how the ITU addresses issues related to harmful interference.
–	Target 1.7 (Interoperability standards impact): to work closely with the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau to identify more appropriate indicators for this target.
Following internal consultations with the relevant Bureaux, this report presents the secretariat’s proposed refinements for consideration by PP-26, together with the outcomes of the Council Working Group for strategic and financial plans 2028-2031 (see Document 32).
In reviewing proposed targets 1.5 and 1.6, the secretariat considered that the relevant areas of work would be more appropriately reflected at the level of outcomes within the results framework. This approach would better capture the nature of ITU’s work and support its effective tracking through SMART indicators.
With respect to Target 1.5, traditional indicators, such as quality of service and quality of experience, do not fully capture network resilience. Resilience also requires attention to redundancy, diversity, survivability, restoration capability, cybersecurity, and preparedness for both physical and cyber disruptions. The report therefore presents additional indicators that complement areas already covered in the proposed results framework, including cybersecurity and preparedness, and emerging telecommunications. This is increasingly important as digital public services, cloud platforms, monitoring systems, and cross-border data flows all depend on continuous and reliable connectivity. In line with Council guidance, submarine cable resilience should also be explicitly recognized as part of critical international connectivity infrastructure. This includes national protection guidelines and policies, response coordination mechanisms for repair and restoration, ITU standards adopted to ensure route diversity and strategies to reduce single points of failure in international connectivity, and the progressive adoption of emerging technologies, including network monitoring and automated resilience mechanisms for critical telecommunications infrastructure, including submarine cable systems, to support early fault detection, predictive maintenance, and faster restoration of services.
The report builds on established ITU work across standardization, development, and policy support. Relevant references may include ITU-T Recommendations on reliability and resilience, ITU-D emergency telecommunications work, and network resilience initiatives, which can be tracked through the ITU ICT Regulatory Tracker and ITU-D surveys, supplemented by case-based reporting.
On this basis, the secretariat would like to present three new outcomes under the priority on “Inclusive and secure telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and services”:

	Priority 
	Outcome 
	Outcome indicator

	Inclusive and secure telecommunication / ICT infrastructure and services
	–	Network redundancy and diversity regulation
	–	Member States requiring operators to implement redundancy and route diversity for critical infrastructure including international connectivity

	
	–	Outage monitoring and response capability
	–	Member States with mechanisms to monitor, report and respond to major network outages affecting critical services

	
	–	Submarine cable resilience measures
	–	Member States implementing policies or coordination mechanisms for submarine cable resilience (i.e. protection, route diversity and restoration preparedness, including monitoring and automated resilience capabilities for fault detection, predictive maintenance and service restoration)



Regarding Target 1.6, the secretariat recommends not retaining it as a separate target and instead reflecting “Radio-frequency spectrum free of harmful interference” as another outcome under the priority on “Spectrum use for space and terrestrial services”, as currently reflected in the Strategic Plan 2024-2027.
This proposed outcome addresses a distinct and complementary dimension of spectrum use. While current Outcome 1 (Radio-frequency spectrum and orbit resources are used efficiently, economically, rationally and equitably) captures the principles of efficiency, economy, rationality and equity, the proposed Outcome 2 would introduce the criterion of freedom from harmful interference, ensuring that spectrum use is not only optimized but also reliable. Protection from harmful interference remains a foundational, permanent and cross-cutting objective of the Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) work and deliverables.
Since the number of reported and resolved harmful interference cases is an operational BR procedural metrics rather than strategic performance indicators, such cases would fit as outcome indicators of Outcome 2 
The proposed amendment, for consideration by PP-26, is as follows:

	Priority 
	Outcome 
	Outcome indicator 

	Spectrum use for space and terrestrial services
	–	Radio-frequency spectrum free of harmful interference
	–	Number of cases of harmful interference (to frequency assignments pertaining to space services) reported to the BR in the one year of the reporting period 
–	Number of cases of harmful interference (to frequency assignments pertaining to space services) reported to the BR that are pending resolution
–	Number of cases of harmful interference (to assignments pertaining to terrestrial services) reported to the BR in the one year of the reporting period
–	Number of cases of harmful interference (to assignments pertaining to terrestrial services) reported to the BR that are pending resolution
–	Number of cases which BR has taken appropriate actions with relevant procedure (e.g. in accordance with RR Nos. 15.41, 15.42, etc.)



For Target 1.7, standards interoperability is a proposed priority that aims to reflect the impact of ITU’s work in the ICT sector and the wider economy. On that basis, the secretariat would like to present, as a starting point, one indicator that best fits at the impact level.
A large majority of the world’s Internet video runs on ITU-standardized compression. Expressed as a share, this indicator can evolve over time, reflect real competition from other codecs, and provide a representative way to show that most of the world’s video runs on standards that ITU helps set.
Over time, the success stories methodology being developed within the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) should help identify further indicators to reflect ITU’s impact, while supporting a composite view of standards interoperability impact rather than a set of separate indicators linked to specific standards.
The proposed target indicator is as follows:

	Target 
	Target indicator 

	
1.7: Interoperability standards impact
	–	Share of global video traffic carried by ITU-standardized codecs (%) 



In the course of the consultations conducted, the secretariat also identified the following forward-looking outcome indicator for consideration by PP‑26. The same numbering system that once enabled universal telephony is now extending connectivity by allowing satellites to link directly to handsets beyond the reach of terrestrial networks. In this context, the proposed outcome indicator is as follows:

	Priority 
	Outcome 
	Outcome indicator

	Global telecommunications / ICTs interoperability and innovation
	–	Enhanced Performance, Reliability and Coordination of Global Telecommunication Networks and Services
	–	Number of new IoT, satellite and emerging-service networks using ITU international numbering, per year
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