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MOD	AFCP/24A42/1
RESOLUTION 215 (BUCHAREST, 2022Rev. Doha, 2026)
Role of telecommunications/information and communication technologies in mitigating global pandemics
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Bucharest, 2022Doha, 2026),
recalling
a)	the ITU Constitution, including Article 40, on the priority of telecommunications concerning safety of life, and Article 46, on distress calls and messages;
b)	Chapter VII of the ITU Radio Regulations, on distress and safety communications, and Article 5 of the International Telecommunication Regulations, on the safety of life and priority of telecommunications;
c)	Resolution 136 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of this conference, on the use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICTs) for humanitarian assistance and for monitoring and management in emergency and disaster situations, including health-related emergencies, for early warning, prevention, mitigation and relief;
d)	Resolution 34 (Rev. Kigali, 2022) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, on the role of telecommunications/ICTs in disaster preparedness, early warning, rescue, mitigation, relief and response;
e)	Resolution 647 (Rev.WRC-19) of the World Radiocommunication Conference, on radiocommunication aspects, including spectrum-management guidelines, for early warning, disaster prediction, detection, mitigation and relief operations relating to emergencies and disasters,;
f)	the Baku Action Plan, which highlights the role of ICTs in supporting pandemic and disaster preparedness and response, including through partnerships, secure data exchange and resilient digital infrastructure,
recalling further
a)	United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Resolution 74/270, on global solidarity to fight the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), which calls on the United Nations system to work with all relevant actors in order to mobilize a coordinated global response to the pandemic and its adverse social, economic and financial impact on all societies;
b)	UNGA Resolution 74/306, on comprehensive and coordinated response to the COVID-19 pandemic;
c)	Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3 (Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages), SDG 9 (Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation) and SDG 11 (Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable) of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
considering
that Opinion 5 (Geneva, 2021) of the World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum focused on the use of telecommunications/ICTs in COVID-19 and future pandemics and epidemic preparedness and response,
recognizing
a)	that the COVID-19 pandemic is a major public health crisis that disrupted public life;
b)	the tragic events around the world related to the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, which clearly show the need to expand affordable access, so as to ensure universal connectivity to high-quality, sustainable and inclusive telecommunications/ICTs;
c)	the importance of access to relevant information about pandemics and epidemics in order to assist public safety and support the work of health and disaster-relief agencies and organizations;
d)	that expanding affordable access and connectivity to existing, new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs, and advancing other related aspects, such as digital inclusion and skills, will continue to play a critical role in helping to mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as future pandemics,;
e)	the importance of emergency telecommunications, supported by resilient and secure digital infrastructure, in preparedness for and response to pandemics and other public health emergencies;
f)	the critical need for scalable, resilient and secure digital infrastructures to ensure continuity of essential services during pandemics, including, where appropriate, through the use of emerging technologies to support public health preparedness, response and continuity of essential services,
recognizing further
a)	the initiative of ITU, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) in providing up-to-date information on COVID-19;
b)	that studies are under way in relevant ITU study groups on the use of existing, new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs to mitigate global pandemics,
resolves
1	to cooperate and offer assistance, in collaboration with WHO and other United Nations organizations and stakeholders, in work related to existing, new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs;
2	to assist, within ITU's mandate and budgetary provisionsavailable budget, in the implementation of projects and programmes that enable deployment and use of existing, new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs in responding to the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic relevant WTDC-25 outcomes on emergency telecommunications and the use of telecommunications/ICTs in public health crises, including through projects and programmes that support the deployment and use of existing, new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs;
3	to consider appropriate actions in the telecommunication/ICT sector aimed at reducing the severity and number of emergency situations caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and future pandemics, and at alleviating its consequences, such as providing local communities with connectivity and information, especially in local languages, to help preserve human life,;
4	to encourage regional and national strategies that promote equitable access to digital health and emergency-response ICT services, including in rural and underserved areas, with a focus on connecting the unconnected, particularly in least developed countries, and that support the availability of appropriate pandemic-mitigation tools, such as telemedicine and public-health information systems for vulnerable populations,
instructs the Directors of the three Bureaux
1	to continue facilitating ITU activities to help respond to the global COVID-19 pandemic and future pandemics;
2	to provide assistance, if requested, to Member States in updating their national telecommunication emergency plans, taking into account the COVID-19 pandemic and future pandemics,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau
1	to institute a framework for achieving the objectives of this resolution and continue to update Member States on how to tackle future and emerging global pandemics using telecommunications/ICTs;
2	to facilitate the exchange of best practices for mitigating the COVID-19 pandemic and future pandemics with all relevant standards-development organizations and entities in order to create opportunities for cooperative efforts to support the active deployment and use of telecommunications/ICTs;
3	to develop and disseminate standards, guidelines and best practices in cooperation with other stakeholders for the use of telecommunications/ICTs in response to the COVID-19 and other pandemics, including guidance and best practices relating to data privacy and security, within ITU's mandate,
invites the Secretary-General
to continue to reinforce ITU's efforts, within its remit and in partnership with WHO and other agencies and organizations, in collaboration with stakeholders, to strengthen the resilience of telecommunication/ICT networks in order to meet the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and increase pandemic preparedness and response,
invites Member States
1	to cooperate to raise awareness, build capacity and share best practices and lessons learned in using existing, new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs to act to quickly address the global COVID-19 pandemic, as well as future pandemics;
2	to consider potential engagement with stakeholders, including telecommunication/ICT providers, to support jobs, especially for small and medium enterprises, and continue education during the COVID-19 pandemic, so as to mitigate its adverse social and economic consequences;
3	to participate actively in the implementation of this resolution.
Reasons:	The proposed amendment aims to update Resolution 215 to strengthen ITU’s role in pandemic preparedness and response by promoting resilient and secure digital infrastructure, universal connectivity, digital health and the use of emerging ICTs, while reflecting relevant recent ITU and global developments.
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