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MOD	AFCP/24A23/1
RESOLUTION 146 (REV. BUCHAREST, 2022Doha, 2026)
Periodic review of the International Telecommunication Regulations
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Bucharest, 2022Doha, 2026),
recalling
a)	Article 25 of the ITU Constitution, on world conferences on international telecommunications (WCIT);
b)	No. 48 in Article 3 of the ITU Convention, on other conferences and assemblies;
c)	that recognizing e) of Resolution 4 (Dubai, 2012) of WCIT, on periodic review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) states that "the ITRs consist of high-level guiding principles that should not require frequent amendment, but in the fast-moving sector of telecommunications/ICTs may need to be periodically reviewed";
d)	the final report of the Expert Group on the ITRs (EG-ITR) to Council session 2026,
recalling
a)	that International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) remain one of the administrative regulations of the Union under Article 4 of the Constitution;
b)	that significant technological, economic and regulatory developments have occurred since the adoption of the 2012 ITRs, including the emergence of broadband networks, cloud services, Internet-based services, non-geostationary satellite systems, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity challenges and new international connectivity models;
c)	that the review of the ITRs remains important for many Member States, particularly developing countries,
noting
a)	that the Final Report of the EG-ITRs identifies several possible ways forward, including the convening of a World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT);
b)	that several Member States support the convening of a World Conference on International Telecommunications to determine the future evolution of the ITRs;
c)	that the co-existence of two versions of ITRs that are in force, detracts on the ITU credibility as the international body responsible for international telecommunications standardization and coordination;
d)	that 1988 ITRs received broad consensus among ITU Member States whereas the 2012 revision of ITRs did not achieve the same level of consensus,
resolves
1	to continue consideration of issues relating to the ITRs, including their reviewthat the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) should continue to be periodically reviewed and revised in order to come up with a single consensual version that captures evolving technology and market developments pertaining to the provision of international telecommunications services;
2	to convene a World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT) in 2028 in order to develop a single consensual version of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs);
3	that the preparatory process for WCIT-28 shall be open to all Member States and Sector Members,
Instructs the ITU Council
1	to oversee the preparatory process for WCIT-28;
2	to establish a CWG to facilitate consultations and discussions including modalities, timetable and working arrangements necessary for successful organization of WCIT-28;
3	to develop the terms of reference for the CWG on WCIT-28;
4	to review progress made in the preparations and provide guidance as appropriate,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to reconvene an EG‑ITR, open to the ITU Member States and Sector Members, with terms of reference and working methods established by the ITU Council to initiate the necessary preparations for WCIT-28;
2	to submit the report of EG‑ITR on the outcome of the review to the Council for consideration, publication and subsequent submission to the 2026 plenipotentiary conference to facilitate consultations among Member States and Sector Members regarding the development of a new single version of ITRs;
3	to consider providing fellowships, where resources are available, for developing[footnoteRef:1]1 and least developed countries according to the list established by the United Nations, in order to facilitate their effective participation in the preparatory process for WCIT-28, [1: 1 	These include the least developed countries, small island developing states, landlocked developing countries and countries with economies in transition.] 

instructs the ITU Council
1	to review and revise, at its 2023 session, the terms of reference for EG‑ITR referred to in instructs the Secretary-General 1 above; 
2	to examine the reports of EG‑ITR at its annual sessions and submit the final report of EG-ITR to the 2026 plenipotentiary conference with the Council's comments,
instructs the Directors of the Bureaux
1	each within their field of competence, with advice from the relevant advisory group, to contribute to the activities of EG-ITR, recognizing that the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector has most of the work relevant to the ITRs;
2	to submit the results of their work to EG‑ITR;
3	to consider providing fellowships, where resources are available, for developing[footnoteRef:2]1 and least developed countries according to the list established by the United Nations, in order to widen their participation in the expert groupeach within their field of competence, with advice from the relevant advisory group, to contribute through the established CWG to the preparatory work for WCIT-28, recognizing that the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector has most of the work relevant to the ITRs, [2: 	] 

invites Member States and Sector Members
to participate in and contribute to the activities of EG‑ITR, to actively participate in the preparatory process for WCIT-28 and submit proposals regarding the development of a single version of ITRs.
invites the 2026 plenipotentiary conference
to consider the EG‑ITR report and take necessary action, as appropriate.
Reasons:	The proposed amendments aim to emphasize the necessity of achieving a unified, consensual text for the International Telecommunication Regulations, given their status as a fundamental administrative treaty instrument under Article 4 of the ITU Constitution. To this end, the modification foresees the establishment of a dedicated Council Working Group to lead preparatory activities for convening a World Conference on International Telecommunications by 2028.
________________
 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 


image1.png
D

O
@ Q",, ITUPP Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-26)
wx/ N@Z DOHA2026 9-27 November 2026 - Doha, Qatar




