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MOD	AFCP/24A18/1
RESOLUTION 135 (REV. BUCHAREST, 2022DOHA, 2026)
ITU's role in the durable and sustainable development of telecommunications/information and communication technologies, in by providing technical assistance and in implementing relevant national, and regional projects in advice to developing countries and in implementing relevant national, regional and interregional projects
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Bucharest, 2022Doha, 2026),
recalling
a)	Resolution 34 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on assistance and support to countries in special need for rebuilding their telecommunication sector;
b)	the outcomes of the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2025 (WTDC‑25, Baku), including the Baku Declaration, Baku Action Plan, and the agreed regional initiatives for 2026-2029, which place human‑centred, universal, meaningful and affordable connectivity at the core of digital development;
bc)	other relevant outcomes of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), especially Resolution 17 (Rev. Kigali, 2022Baku, 2025); the Kigali Action Plan on implementation of initiatives at the national, regional, interregional and global levels approved by the six[footnoteRef:1]1 regions; and Resolution 34 (Rev. Kigali, 2022Baku, 2025), on the role of telecommunications/information and communication technology (ICT) in disaster preparedness, early warning, rescue, mitigation, relief and response, as well as the provisions of the outputs adopted by WTDC-22 and their linkage with those outcomes; [1: 	] 

cd)	United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Resolution 70/1, on transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;
de)	the United Nations Secretary-General's Roadmap for Digital Cooperation;
f)	ITU as defined in Article 1 of the ITU Constitution “to promote and to offer technical assistance to developing countries[footnoteRef:2]1 in the field of telecommunications, and also to promote the mobilization of the material, human and financial resources needed for its implementation, as well as access to information, [2: 1 	These include the least developed countries, small island developing states, landlocked developing countries and countries with economies in transition.] 

recalling further
a)	decisions taken during the two phases of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) regarding non-discriminatory access, in particular §§ 15, 18 and 19 of the Tunis Commitment and §§ 90 and 107 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society;
b)	UNGA Resolution 70/125, on the outcome document of the UNGA high-level meeting on the overall review of the implementation of the WSIS outcomes,
considering
a)	the development goals which require that telecommunications/ICTs be accessible to humanity as a whole, especially the peoples of developing countries[footnoteRef:3]2; [3: 	] 

b)	the importance of telecommunications/ICTs, and of the durability and sustainability of their infrastructures, for economic, social and cultural progress, especially for developing countries;
c)	the accumulated and advanced experience of ITU in implementing the above-mentioned resolutions;
d)	the tasks assigned to ITU as regards Action Lines C2, C5 and C6 in the Tunis Agenda, and the required ITU participation in implementing other action lines that depend on the availability of telecommunications/ICTs and their durable and sustainable evolution, in agreement with the United Nations agencies that collaborate in implementing those action lines;
e)	the continued success achieved by the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector in its partnerships to implement many development actions, including developing telecommunication/ICT networks in several developing countries;
f)	the Kigali Action Plan and the necessary optimization of resources to achieve the proposed goalsthe work of the Broadband Commission for Sustainable Development, including its assessments of broadband, emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, and their implications for inclusive and sustainable development;
g)	the actions undertaken to implement Resolution 157 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of this conferencethe Plenipotentiary Conference, on strengthening of the project execution and project monitoring functions in ITU;
h)	Resolution 59 (Rev. Kigali, 2022Baku, 2025) of WTDC, on strengthening coordination and cooperation among the three ITU Sectors on matters of mutual interest;
i)	that technological advances in telecommunication systems are enabling durable, sustainable and affordable access to information and knowledge, as well as development of the economy, including the digital economy, through the provision of highly connected communications services (broadband) of broad coverage (regional or global scope), so that countries can be connected directly, rapidly and reliably;
j)	that broadband satellite and radiocommunication services are in turn providing highly connected, rapid, reliable and cost-efficient communications solutions both in metropolitan and in rural and remote areas, efficiently complementing optical fibre and other technologies and serving as a fundamental driver of economic and social growth of countries and regions;
k)	that ITU's role in achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development will require more widespread collaboration and partnership with other key sectors highlighted under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in providing technical assistance and advice on telecommunications/ICTs;
l)	that it is deemed relevant to deepen collaboration and interrelated work among the different ITU Sectors with a view to carrying out studies and activities, including capacity building, for the provision of better advice and technical assistance to developing countries for optimal use of resources and the execution of national, regional and interregional projects;
m)	the alignment of the WSIS outcomes with the SDGs;
n)	that the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic has highlighted the critical role of telecommunications/ICTs and also brought to the fore startling digital inequalities between and within countries;
o)	the UN Global Digital Compact of 2024, which establishes shared principles to enhance partnerships to ensure the provision of the required means of implementation to developing countries, including the mobilization of financial resources, capacity-building and the transfer of technology on mutually agreed terms;
p)	UNGA Resolution 79/194, on information and communications technologies for sustainable development,
recognizing
a)	that technological advances in telecommunication/ICT systems have an impact on countries' development plans;
b)	that technical advances in telecommunication/ICT systems should facilitate incremental technical evolution, especially for aspects of backward compatibility, to ensure sustainability and durability of infrastructures, in particular in developing countries;
c)	that new telecommunications/ICTs should coexist with existing technologies deployed in present infrastructures, in order to guarantee their durability and sustainability;
d)	that harnessing the potential of telecommunications/ICTs can benefit the socio-economic status of a developing country and help achieve the 17 SDGs adopted in UNGA Resolution 70/1 and contribute towards development of the digital economy;
e)	that effective technical assistance must increasingly address not only infrastructure deployment but also policy, regulatory, skills, security, sustainability and emerging technologies;
f)	the need to focus on capacity-development policies and sustainable support to further enhance the impact of activities and initiatives at the national, regional and interregional levels aimed at providing advice, services and support, with a view to building an inclusive, people-centred and development-oriented information society,
resolves
1	that ITU should:
i)	continue to coordinate efforts for the harmonization, development and enhancement of telecommunications/ICTs throughout the world towards building the information society, and to take appropriate measures to adapt itself to the trends in the telecommunication/ICT infrastructure development environment;
ii)	maintain contacts with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to revise the International Programme for the Development of Communication, with a view to the continued implementation of Action Line C7 in the Tunis Agenda relating to education, and cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP);
iii)	contribute, in its areas of competence, to the evolution of the integrating information society, through, among other things, the creation of knowledge societies worldwide based on principles such as freedom of expression, equality and quality education for all, with the aim of ensuring equitable access to telecommunications/ICTs and to information and knowledge, and respect for linguistic and cultural diversity and cultural heritage;
iv)	facilitate sustainable and harmonious technological evolution of telecommunications/ICTs, facilities, services and related applications, based on recommendations of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization and Radiocommunication Sectors, in order to meet the expectations of Member States, to ensure sustainability and durability of infrastructures;
v)	contribute, in its areas of competence, to defining and implementing ITU's role in achieving the 17 SDGs, as well as development of the digital economy, providing technical assistance and advice on the development of telecommunications/ICTs, to harness the potential of and opportunities arising from new and emerging technologies;
vi)	assist countries, including through ITU regional offices, in particular developing countries, that request support for their infrastructure development plans, taking into account their technological migration plans, according to their actual situation and their development specificities;
vii)	encourage cooperation on technology migration, with minimal environmental impact;
viii)	provide technical assistance and advisory services aligned with the priorities identified in WTDC‑25 and relevant ITU reports, including support for:
	•	universal, meaningful and affordable connectivity;
•	enabling policy and regulatory frameworks;
•	digital transformation and digital skills development;
•	trust, security and resilience in the use of ICTs;
•	environmentally sustainable and climate‑aware ICT development;
•	responsible and inclusive integration of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence;
ix)	coordinate collaboration amongst member states, knowledge sharing and peer reviews in implementing Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) at national, regional and interregional levels;
2	that the Telecommunication Development Bureau shall:
i)	continue to provide highly qualified technical experts to offer advice in subjects of importance to developing countries, on an individual and collective basis, and to ensure adequate expertise through recruitment or short-term contracts, as appropriate;
ii)	continue cooperating with financing sources, whether under the United Nations system, UNDP or other financing arrangements, and multiplying partnerships with Member States, Sector Members, financial institutions and international and regional organizations, to finance the activities related to the implementation of this resolution;
iii)	facilitate the implementation of projects under the regional initiatives by considering cash and/or in-kind contributions from Member States;
iv)	continue its Special Voluntary Programme for Technical Cooperation, based on financial contributions, expert services or any other form of assistance, to help better meet the requests of developing countries in the telecommunication/ICT field as far as possible;
v)	take into account, when establishing the above-mentioned actions, previous national or regional connectivity plans, so that the actions carried out give effect to the priority aspects of these plans and the impact of the action undertaken in essential aspects serves the achievement of national, regional and ITU goals; if the administrations do not have these plans, the projects may also consider developing them;
vi)	promote and facilitate collaborative actions with the different Sectors of the Union in order to carry out studies and interrelated activities to complement the use of telecommunication technologies and systems so as to achieve optimal use of resources, including orbit and associated radio-frequency spectrum resources, and improve access to and the connectivity of telecommunication/ICT networks and systems to address the telecommunication needs of developing countries;
vii)	promote collaborative activities in coordination with the different Sectors of the Union to create and build capacities so as to provide and deepen universal access to knowledge on optimal use of telecommunication resources, including orbit and associated radio-frequency spectrum resources, and to increase access to and the connectivity of telecommunication/ICT systems and networks included in national and regional telecommunication projects and plans;
viii)	work on raising the awareness of all related stakeholders, having regard to their development plans, on ICT environmental protection issues, for the well-being of the population, in order to guarantee the prosperity of Member States' economies;
ix)	promote a national, regional and international dialogue with relevant stakeholders to help meet the expectations of the most underprivileged social groups, and raise awareness on new technologies, as well as the emergence of national economies that can ensure effective fulfilment of the SDGs;
x)	work on increasing knowledge, awareness and capacity building and development programmes on the evolving role of telecommunications/ICTs in all aspects of life, through relevant platforms including ITU Academy training centres and digital transformation centres;
xi)	through ITU regional and area offices, assist and support developing countries in keeping pace with technological development by implementing development projects or supporting national initiatives in cooperation with other stakeholders, if needed, within available resources;
xii)	provide technical assistance projects that support local skills transfer ensuring that infrastructure deployment is linked with the creation of sustainable local jobs, startup ecosystems, and digital entrepreneurship, particularly for youth and women,
invites Member States
1	to actively engage with ITU in the implementation of this resolution and the WTDC‑25 Action Plan;
2	to support each other on the development of secure Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), including digital identity, payments, and data exchange systems, as a foundational accelerator for sustainable development;
3	to create enabling national environments that support sustainable, inclusive and secure digital development,
invites regional and international financial organizations and agencies, equipment providers, operators and all potential partners
to consider the possibility of ensuring complete or partial financing to implement cooperation programmes for developing telecommunications/ICTs, including the regionally approved initiatives under the Kigali Baku Action Plan and Resolution 17 (Rev. Kigali, 2022Baku, 2025),
instructs the Secretary-General, in close cooperation with the Directors of the three Bureaux
1	to submit a detailed annual report to the ITU Council on the results of the implementation of this resolution, including any recommendations which the Secretary-General may deem necessary, to enhance the impact of this resolution;
2	to use ITU’s statistical frameworks and indicators, including those of the Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development, to monitor progress, assess impact and inform evidence‑based technical assistance;
23	to work on the dissemination of information and best practices to ensure a digital transition that benefits citizens and governments, especially of developing countries, and protects the environment;
34	to encourage entities in key sectors highlighted under the SDGs that are actively involved in achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to participate in projects and programmes, as well as to become members of ITU,
invites the ITU Council
to review the results achieved and to take all necessary steps to expedite the implementation of this resolution in the best possible way.
Reasons:	The proposed amendment aims to align the resolution with the outcome of the WTDC-25 and the six newly adopted regional initiatives, for ITU to support the development of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) which accelerates economic growth & efficiency, enhances public service delivery and inclusion and promotes sovereignty, security and sustainability and to push the ITU and Partners to move beyond just building networks but rather building local digital economies.
_______________
 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
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