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Please find below information on ongoing ITU-T SG5 activities related to the environmental efficiency of ICT and ICT solutions.
ITU-T work on the development of a methodology for the database on the ICT sector at the worldwide level
ITU-T SG5 developed Recommendation ITU-T L.1472 on Requirements for the creation of a database on energy consumption and GHG emissions of the ICT sector which was consented on 21 June 2024.
During the Last Call period, comments were received recommending that a pilot be carried out to assess the feasibility of the data categories proposed in the Recommendation. In response, a pilot project was conducted in 2025. The main information and results are summarized below.
Participating companies
· A total of 13 companies agreed to participate in the pilot:
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· Nokia
· Ericsson 
· Cisco
· Fortinet 
· American Tower
· Orange
· Deutsche Telekom (was interviewed but did not provide data)
· NTT
· Türksat
· Telefonica 
· Eurofiber
· Africa Data Centre
· SAP
1.1 
General findings:
· Further improvement is needed in the segmentation of ICT subsectors. 
· The current version of the Recommendation appears to be more targeted towards telecom operators. 
· Some of the requested information is considered confidential and companies are not always willing to share it. 
· Greater clarity is needed in the definition of certain data categories.
· The three factors that most influenced the information shared were:
· Geography: In countries with no or limited national reporting policies, companies tend to provide less information.
· Size: Larger companies generally report a higher number of data points.
· Sector (Telco): Higher reporting levels were observed among telecom operators, reflecting more mature assessment and disclosure practices; future refinements of the Recommendation will support broader applicability across the full ICT sector.
Q9/5 experts will revise draft Recommendation ITU-T L.1472 based on the comments received according to the following proposed timeline:
· April 2026: Q9/5 e-meetings to address the comments received
· End of May 2026: Submission of Additional review text for the AAP (AR comments are for three weeks approx. 
· June/July 2026: Approval of the Recommendation if no comments are received. 
Call for contributions: Experts are invited to participate in the discussions on the revision of the Recommendation.
Approval of ITU-T L.1801 (02/2026) – “Guidelines for assessing the environmental impact of artificial intelligence systems”
ITU-T L.1801 was developed jointly by ITU-T SG5 and ETSI and is available here. This Recommendation provides a methodological framework to assess the environmental impacts of AI systems across their lifecycle, supporting more transparent and consistent evaluation of the environmental footprint of AI technologies.
Experts, industry, academia and other stakeholders are invited to implement this Recommendation, promote it within their networks, and share feedback and practical experience to support its further development. Member States are also encouraged to review the Recommendation and share it with relevant ministries, regulators and other stakeholders working on digitalization, AI and sustainability
ITU-T SG5 continues to advance its work on environmentally sustainable AI, including topics related to energy-efficient AI infrastructure, data centres, cooling, circular utilization of AI computing resources, and methodologies to assess the environmental impact of AI systems at worldwide, country and city levels.
Possible collaboration: Other ITU sectors may wish to explore opportunities to promote this Recommendation through their respective activities and support its implementation. Feedback from implementation efforts will help improve the Recommendation and inform the continuation of related work.
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