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Introduction
The first meeting of 2026 of the Inter-Sector Coordination Group (ISCG) on issues of mutual interest took place on 28 January 2026 at ITU headquarters, from 13:00 to 14:30 (CET). The meeting allowed remote participation and captioning via the Zoom platform.

The meeting was chaired by Mr Fabio Bigi (Italy), who welcomed the members of the group and thanked the Chair of the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG), Mr Abdulrahman Alhassan (Saudi Arabia), for agreeing to have the ISCG meeting during the TSAG week.

The ISCG Chair also welcomed the ITU Deputy Secretary-General, Mr Tomas Lamanauskas, who had been invited to deliver opening remarks. In his address, the Deputy Secretary-General greeted participants and emphasized the importance of taking stock of the group’s four-year cycle and enhancing coordination practices in the lead-up to the 2026 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference.

The meeting approved the agenda as presented on Revision 2 to document ISCG/26-1/1.

Documents presented and discussed during the meeting, including the list of participants, can be accessed through the ISCG webpage.

Approval of last meeting report
The Secretariat presented the final report of the ISCG meeting held on 28 May 2025, for formal approval. No comments were received. Document ISCG/26-1/2 was approved.

Report on the implementation of PP-Resolution 191 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022)
The Secretariat presented the operational parts of Resolution 191 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), together with the actions being taken to fulfil its requests. This information may serve as a basis for reviewing the current text and proposing improvements to it, to be presented by Member States at the Plenipotentiary Conference (Doha, 2026).
The presentation also included ongoing work at the level of the ITU Council, including the work of the Council working groups related to harmonizing and streamlining plenipotentiary resolutions and decisions, as well as improvements proposed to the Union’s strategic plan for the period 2028-2031. The presentation can be found here.
The meeting agreed that any proposal to review Resolution 191 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) could be sent to the Secretariat by 11 February 2026, to be included in the report to be submitted to the Council, and that the report should also include a proposal for a stand-alone report from the ISCG to be presented annually to the Council.

Reports from the Sectors advisory groups
[bookmark: _Hlk191299152]Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG)
The Radiocommunication Advisory Group representative presented an oral report, noting that the RAG had not held any additional meetings after April 2025 and therefore continued to rely on the positions expressed at the 32nd RAG meeting held earlier that year. These positions include the RAG’s support for multilingualism and the development of AI‑based translation and interpretation tools, while acknowledging the need to further improve their quality; the importance of ensuring harmonization of the new ITU website across all Sectors; and the need for greater clarity on remote participation, particularly in the light of the limitations established under Resolution 167 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) regarding decision‑making by delegates participating remotely. The RAG also maintains its concerns regarding potential overlaps between ITU‑T and ITU‑R, especially on topics such as UAV definitions and satellite‑related work, emphasizing that coordination should occur directly between the study groups concerned.

Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG)
The Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group presented an activity report (see presentation) which was welcomed by ISCG members. Comments were raised regarding success stories, Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) staff presence in the regions (see TSAG-TD318), the Sector’s operational plan (see TSAG-TD276) and organizational efficiencies (see TSAG-TD220R1), as examples that could be shared across the Union. 
There was a proposal to explore further collaboration on security matters between ITU-T Study Group 17 and ITU-R Study Groups 4 and 5. 
Also two liaison statements were submitted by TSAG (see Documents ISCG/26-1/9 and ISCG/26-1/10) relating to the third and fourth submissions from TSAG to the Council Working Group for strategic and financial plans 2028-2031.  

Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)
The meeting agreed to send a reminder to the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG), requesting it to confirm its representatives for the new cycle starting this year and to update all relevant information, such as the mapping tables, on the basis of the outcomes of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-25), held in October 2025.

Reports by themes
Accessibility
The recently appointed coordinator, Ms Lidia Best (JCA AHF Chair), was confirmed by TSAG, and she requested clarification on the issues to be reported at the next meeting. The Chair clarified that, as with all themes of common interest, the reports should highlight cooperation and collaboration across the Union; this includes activities from the three ITU Sectors and the General Secretariat, as well as ways to improve cooperation procedures whenever needed.

Climate Change
The climate change coordinator presented a report providing updates on the work of ITU-T, mainly Study Group 5 on “Environment, EMF, climate action & circular economy”, and on coordinated work across the Union for COP 30 (see Document ISCG/26-1/3).

Industry Engagement
The coordinator presented a brief update on ITU‑T’s industry engagement efforts, noting ongoing work to build on the success of the 2024 industry engagement workshop. A new workshop will be held on 27 March at ETSI Headquarters, focusing on ITU’s evolving approach to digital technologies, sharing success stories and exploring the relationship between standardization and open-source developments. The presentation highlighted that engagement with ITU‑D and ITU‑R has not yet taken place and encouraged greater cross‑sector dialogue, emphasizing that industry engagement is a priority for ITU‑T. Participants underscored the importance of coordinated efforts across all three Sectors to avoid duplication of efforts, such as multiple workshops on similar themes, and to ensure that achievements and initiatives are shared and supported collectively. Practical insights from ITU-T Study Group 17 were shared, noting a significant acceleration in new industry members—growing from roughly one per month to nearly one per week—attributed to the implementation of engagement practices developed during the previous study period. The discussion also touched on the financial implications of membership, with ITU-T overall bringing in about CHF 7.6 million annually. 

ITU website
The Secretariat presented updates on the new ITU website project (see CWG-FHR-22/1). The report notes that the project is progressing on schedule, with a prototype to be delivered by the Council and a minimally viable product ready by the Plenipotentiary Conference in November this year. Drawing on savings approved from 2023–2024, ITU engaged a company to conduct an in‑depth website analysis, supported by a survey of 200 participants and 60 individual interviews. Based on this research, four priority areas were identified for delivery: improved search, harmonized navigation across the Sectors, selected landing pages, and clearer introductory content for first‑time users. The envisioned design aims to shift from an ITU‑centric structure to a user‑centric experience, with search and navigation tested iteratively. A prototype of the new navigation bar has already been deployed for user testing, and participants were invited to provide feedback, with the reminder that this effort is a collaborative product shaped by the needs of ITU’s most frequent users. The Secretariat was instructed to liaise the focal point for the ITU new website project with the accessibility coordinator to ensure that the project takes into account the needs of persons with disabilities during the review process.

Remote Participation
The coordinator reported on recent work within TSAG’s Rapporteur Group on Working Methods concerning remote participation (see ISCG/26-1/4). A meeting held in November last year agreed to reopen Supplement 4 for further development, and during that meeting a suggestion was made to elevate the supplement to a Recommendation. A contribution containing this proposal will be considered by TSAG this week. Several contributions related to remote participation were discussed, with one in particular highlighting the need to send a liaison to this ISCG regarding inconsistencies between Supplement 4 and the Council’s remote participation guidelines, as well as raising the issue of remote captioning services. Discussions also revealed differing practices across study groups on allowing remote participation versus observation in plenaries, and while some advocated for harmonization, no consensus has been reached. The coordinator for accessibility noted that both remote participation and remote captioning are under review within ITU‑T Study Group 21, Question 1, and highlighted the intention to explore how that work aligns with the efforts under way in this ISCG.

Sustainable Digital Transformation
The Secretariat presented Documents ISCG/26-1/5 and ISCG/26-1/6. The first document on the Rapporteur Group on Sustainable Digital Transformation, presented the structure and terms of reference and confirmed that the group’s establishment had been approved at the May 2025 TSAG meeting. The second document reported on ongoing activities since the last ISCG meeting, including work carried out across various study groups and a series of related publications. The update also noted continued collaboration across Sectors through the Digital Transformation Dialogues webinar series and the jointly issued Digital Transformation Digest. The Secretariat also presented a liaison statement submitted by the Rapporteur Group, requesting input from the other ITU Sectors (see ISCG/26-1/8). 
The Chair announced that one of the coordinators, Ms Blanca González (Spain), would retire soon and thanked her for her continuous collaboration and support for ISCG activities. Ms Shahad Albalawi (Saudi Arabia) would continue to act as coordinator and report to the next meeting. The Chair also drew attention to the need to coordinate work on this theme and to report on the activities of the three Sectors.

Possible new themes
There was agreement on “Efficiencies” as a possible new theme, to share best practices that are generating organizational efficiencies.

Mapping Tables of activities and Resolutions
The Chair reiterated the need to update the Mapping Tables to reflect the outcomes of WTDC-25, as well as a request presented to the Expert Group on ITRs to incorporate resolutions from the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) into the Mapping of Resolutions. The Secretariat was instructed to follow up accordingly.

Rapporteur Group on Streamlining Resolutions
The Russian Federation submitted Document ISCG/26-1/7, proposing that consideration be given to and comments provided on the proposed approach for streamlining Resolution 154 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), contained in Addendum 1), and Resolution 191 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), contained in Addendum 2; as well as proposing other resolutions for possible streamlining. The documents could not be presented due to time constraints; however, the meeting agreed to invite members to submit their comments by 11 February 2026. The Secretariat will then consolidate the inputs—including the proposals received from the Russian Federation—for inclusion in the report to be submitted to Council 2026.

Also related to the mapping of resolutions, two liaison statements were received from the CWG-FHR: Document ISCG/26-1/11, requesting the ISCG to provide comments on the current text of Resolution 191 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), and Document ISCG/26-1/12, requesting the ISCG to provide comments on a methodology for assessing the financial implications of resolutions and decisions of ITU conferences and assemblies to Council. These inputs are intended to be presented to Council 2026, so the ISCG instructed the Secretariat to circulate a message to collect members’ views by 11 February 2026 in order to reply to the CWG-FHR.

Future Activities
The ISCG will present a report to the Council and to the meetings of the Sector advisory groups in 2026. It was proposed to hold the next meeting in conjunction with the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG) in April 2026. The date will be confirmed after consultations with the ISCG Management Team.

Any other business
No issues were raised.

Closure of the meeting
Mr Fabio Bigi, Chair of the ISCG, thanked the TSAG Chair, the representatives from the three Sectors and all the participants for their contributions and support. He also thanked the Deputy Secretary-General for his active participation and support and expressed his appreciation to the secretariat for its assistance in preparing the meeting.
_________________
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