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1. Introduction

The second meeting, in 2025, of the Inter-Sector Coordination Group (ISCG) on issues of mutual interest took place on 28 May 2025, at ITU Headquarters, from 12:30 to 14:30 (CET). The meeting allowed remote participation and captioning through the Zoom platform.

The meeting was chaired by Mr Fabio Bigi (Italy), who welcomed the members of the group and specially thanked the Chair of the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG), Mr Abdulrahman Alhassan, for agreeing to hold the ISCG meeting during TSAG.

The ISCG Chair also welcomed the ITU Deputy Secretary-General, Mr Tomas Lamanauskas, who was invited to deliver opening remarks. The Deputy Secretary-General welcomed participants and highlighted the importance of the ISCG in enhancing coordination across ITU sectors, and stressed the relevance of the group in the context of the UN80 initiative which also shows a big drive to increase efficiencies, to reduce duplication, and to increase impact. He also recognised the timely decision to have a new theme such as “Industry Engagement”; and the importance of mapping and streamlining resolutions, closely linked to the work started by the Council Working Group for strategic and financial plans (CWG-SFP).

The meeting approved the Agenda as presented on document ISCG/25-2/01-R2.

Documents presented and discussed during the meeting, including the list of participants, can be access through the ISCG webpage.

2. Main discussions
2.1 Approval of last meeting report	 

The Chair requested the secretariat to present the final report of the ISCG meeting held on 12 February 2025, for formal approval. 
There were no comments received. Document ISCG/25-02/02 was approved.

2.2 Report on the implementation of PP-Resolution 191 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022)
The ITU secretariat presented the updates since the last meeting, such as follow-up actions that were executed as instructed by the ISCG members:
· The ISCG Terms of Reference (ToR) were updated on the webpage as approved during the last meeting, and endorsed by the Sector advisory groups. 
· The List of themes and Focal Points from the secretariat was also updated and published on the Intersectoral Coordination Strategy webpage.
· A report on the implementation of Resolution 191 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) will be presented to Council 2025 to note (see Document C25/27). 
· Related to the Themes of Interest for the ISCG, all documents submitted to Council 25 are already available on the Council’s webpage, as listed below:
· Accessibility: see Document C25/35
· Climate change: see Document C24/45 & Document C25/35
· Virtual meetings/Remote participation: see Document C25/50 & Document C25/60 
· [bookmark: _Hlk199499114]ITU New Website: see Document C25/55 “Update on ITU Transformation process and roadmap” 
· Other reports on the implementation of PP Resolution: see the dedicated web-platform
· Also, the ISCG coordinators -by theme- were published on the ISCG webpage. During the meeting it was informed that: 
· TDAG’s last meeting appointed Ms. Inga Rimkeviciene (Lithuania) for Industry Engagement.
· TSAG Chair presented their representatives and coordinators for the new cycle starting in 2025.

2.3 Reports from the Sectors advisory groups
2.3.1 [bookmark: _Hlk191299152]Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG)

RAG’s representative presented an oral report highlighting the support for multilingualism and the development of AI-based translation tools, while noting quality improvements are needed. And put emphasis on harmonizing the ITU website across sectors.

RAG also recognized the importance of remote participation and the need to clarify rights of remote participants, especially in decision-making contexts.

Concerns were raised about overlapping work between ITU-T and ITU-R, particularly regarding satellite-related topics and UAV definitions. 

It was agreed that coordination should happen between study groups rather than through advisory groups. 
RAG will continue to monitor and provide input on intersectoral overlaps and remote participation policies.

2.3.2 [bookmark: _Hlk191299651]Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG)

TSAG’s representative provided a detailed update, including the introduction of the new structure for TSAG, with two working parties.

On the themes of interest for the ISCG, it was reported about the review of Joint Coordination Activities (JCAs) and the proposal to evaluate their efficiency and term limits.

TSAG’s representative also mentioned the ongoing discussions on satellite-related work and the need to coordinate with ITU-R. And related to external standards bodies (e.g., ISO/IEC), emphasis will be on improving governance and coordination.

TSAG will confirm their representatives to the ISCG, by the end of the week, at its Closing Plenary.

2.3.3 Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)

No report was presented. The ISCG secretariat presented the liaison statements submitted by TDAG, for information (see TDAG-LS005 and TDAG-LS006). The first one endorsing the updated ISCG ToR; and the other one supporting the theme of remote participation and highlighting preparations for WTDC-25. This last one, also emphasized the importance of inclusive participation and technical readiness for hybrid meetings.

The meeting noted both documents, in particular LS005 containing TDAG’s views on the Draft guidelines on the management of fully virtual and physical meetings with remote participation developed by the Council Working Groups on financial and human resources (CWG-FHR).

The meeting also raised the financial implications of having translation and captioning in the meetings. The secretariat had already provided a report on captioning costs for previous meetings. It was highlighted that Plenipotentiary Decision 5 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), establishes a ceiling for these expenditures.

The meeting agreed that the ISCG could test the new AI interpretation system in order to provide feedback on its performance and accuracy.  

2.4 Reports by themes
2.4.1 Accessibility

No report was presented as the position of coordinator was vacant at the time of the meeting.

During the meeting, TSAG informed that the new representatives to replace Ms. Andrea Saks will be Ms. Lidia Best, JCA AHF Chair, and Mr Avinash Agarwal, Rapporteur of Q1/21. 

The ISCG secretariat was tasks with contacting the new coordinators, who should be briefed and formally confirmed during the next meeting.

2.4.2 Climate Change

The Climate Change coordinator presented a report contained on document ISCG/25-02/07, with updates on ITU-T Study Group 5 work on AI and climate impact, digital product passports, and simplified LCA methodologies.

It was also informed about the collaboration with ETSI, ISO, and other UN bodies; as well as the development of a global GHG emissions database and sustainability indicators in partnership with ITU-D.

The coordinator highlighted the continued coordination with ITU-D and external partners. 

A presentation of outcomes at COP-30 and other global forums will be reported to the next meeting. 

The BR Focal Point for Climate Change reiterated the aim to collaborate on the different activities, specially from ITU-R WP6 expertise.

During the meeting, concerns were raised related to the cost of maintaining a global GHG emissions database, as an issue to be considered.

2.4.3 [bookmark: _Hlk191300677]Virtual Meetings / Remote participation

The coordinator informed that TSAG will further analyse the Council guidelines together with sector-specific practices, with emphasis on harmonizing remote participation policies across sectors.

It was also recognised the increase in participation due to remote access.

After Council 25, the coordinator will be able to update information on the subject.
 
2.4.4 ITU website
The ITU secretariat reported progress on redesign and data cleanup, that will be presented to Council 25 (see Document C25/55). Timeline and cost breakdown will also be shared in the report to Council.

It was emphasised the need to improve accessibility and usability.

Implementation will continue, together with feedback collection, and coordination with ITU-wide digital transformation efforts.

The meeting requested to continue to be informed about the new ITU website project.

2.4.5 Sustainable Digital Transformation

The coordinator recognized the ITU Digital Transformation and Cities Digest as a valuable and comprehensive resource on digital transformation, and encouraged also ITU-D, ITU-R and the General Secretariat to continue to showcase their activities in the publication. 

The secretariat Focal Point presented a report on the activities contained on document ISCG/25-02/03.

The ISCG Chair acknowledged that TSAG was working on defining the ToRs for the DT Rapporteur Group and requested them to be shared with the group once approved.

2.4.6 Industry engagement

TDAG appointed Ms. Inga Rimkeviciene (Lithuania) for this theme.

The ISCG Chair encouraged also the other two Sectors to appoint additional coordinators.

The ITU secretariat presented the Liaison Statement received from the CWG-FHR on Strengthening Sector Members engagement and revenues (see document CWG-FHR-20-20R1). This LS has been already presented to the three Sector advisory groups and all input received will be compiled by the end of 2025 and presented to Council in 2026.

3. Mapping Tables

The meeting agreed that the Mapping Tables could be updated right after WTDC-25, and before PP-26 so they could inform the Plenipotentiary Conference preparations.

Related to the Mapping of Resolutions, a contribution was submitted and presented by the Russian Federation (see document ISCG/25-02/04), proposing the streamlining of sectoral and PP resolutions and suggesting the creation of a rapporteur group to develop the task, either under the ISCG or Council.

The meeting supported the proposal and the ISCG Chair proposed Mr Vladimir Minkin (Russian Federation) to lead the new group.

The ITU-T SG17 Chair showed interest and commitment to join the work in the future. The Russian Federation to confirm the appointment by the next meeting.

4. Future activities

The ISCG will present a report to Council 25 and to the CWG-FHR and Sector advisory groups meeting in 2026.

It was proposed to hold the next meeting in conjunction with ITU-T SG17 meeting in early December 2025. It was also requested to plan for more than two hours for the meeting. Dates to be confirmed after consultations with the ISCG Management Team.

5. Any other business

A contribution was submitted and presented by the Russian Federation on Responsibilities of Rapporteurs for Vocabulary (see document ISCG/25-02/05).

The meeting supported the contribution that will be presented by the Russian Fed. to Council 25.

6. Closure of the meeting

Mr Fabio Bigi, Chair of the ISCG, thanked the TSAG Chair, the representatives from the three Sectors, and all the participants for their support. 

The Chair also thanked the Deputy Secretary-General for his active participation and support and extended his appreciation to the Secretariat for the assistance in preparing the meeting.
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