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1	Introduction
1.1	The sixth and final meeting of the EG-ITRs (2023-2026) was held on 19 January 2026. 
1.2	On behalf of the Secretary-General, Ms. Doreen Bogdan-Martin, the TSB Director, Mr. Seizo Onoe, welcomed the participants to the sixth meeting of EG-ITRs (2023-2026). He thanked the members for their support and commitment to the work of this group and on the progress made over the past five meetings towards achieving the terms of reference mandated by the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP) 2022. He urged them to continue working together collaboratively on the Final Report for Council 2026. 
1.3	As the Chair was unable to attend this meeting, the Vice Chair, EUR region, Mr. Vilem Vesely, presided as the Acting Chair. He thanked the Director for his presence and support for the meeting, and stressed the importance of constructively considering the proposals presented to the Group and using this meeting productively and efficiently to review and approve the Final Report of the Group to Council 2026 for onward submission to 2026 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP) 2026. 
2	Adoption of the Agenda and allocation of documents
2.1	The Agenda (EG-ITRs-6/1(Rev. 1)) was presented by the Acting Chair. 
2.2	A member requested that the title of Agenda Item 6 be changed to “Approval of the Sixth Meeting Report”. Some members also requested that contribution 7 be moved for discussion under Agenda Item 3. 
2.2	The revised Agenda (EG-ITRs-6/1(Rev. 2)) was adopted.
3	Introduction and discussion of contributions received from members
The EG-ITRs examined the various contributions (in the order listed in the agenda), which were noted by the Group. The summaries of the contributions (as submitted by the authors of the documents) along with the corresponding discussions are provided below.
3.1 Contribution EG-ITRs-6/2, Hill
3.1.1	Summary of contribution
The 1988 ITRs were instrumental in facilitating the successful deployment and use of telecommunication services and applications worldwide, including in particular the expansion of networks based on the TCP/IP protocol and of the services popularly referred to as the Internet: Article 9, Special Arrangements, removed restrictions that could have impeded the expansion of such services. The contributor requested that the text of this contribution be annexed, as a statement from Hill, to the report of the present meeting.
3.1.2 Discussion
(a)	Some members expressed support for this contribution and for its inclusion in the meeting report stating that it recalls the historical context on the role and value of the ITRs, and is important as a reminder that the ITRs have served to improve the efficiency and practicality of telecommunication infrastructure globally. Some members were of the opinion that the contribution does not present a holistic overview of the current status and discussions on the ITRs, including reflecting the outcomes of WCIT 2012 or the divergent views on their use, relevance and applicability.
(b)	As requested by the contributor and some members, the statement proposed by the contributor has been annexed to this meeting report. 
(c)	The contribution was noted.
3.2	Contribution EG-ITRs-6/3, Hill
3.2.1	Summary
This contribution reinforces the call for binding treaty-level provisions regarding the use of artificial intelligence in international telecommunications services by referencing the September 2025 “Global Call for AI Red Lines” which is broadly supported by prominent leaders in policy, academia, and industry.
3.2.2 Discussion
(a)	Some members supported this contribution and suggested including a reference to the proposal in the relevant section of the Final Report of the Group, as AI is increasingly embedded in international networks, routing, traffic management and service delivery, and its governance has cross-border implications and should be discussed in the context of the ITRs. Some members were of the opinion that the substance of this document is outside of the terms of reference of this Group, which was mandated by PP 2022 to review the ITRs, and that there is no mention of the ITRs itself in the Global Call for AI Red Lines. 
(b)	The contribution was noted. 
3.3	Contribution EG-ITRs-6/7, Paraguay
3.3.1	Summary
The contributor understands that the last WCIT adopted resolutions that, in accordance with the mandate of the Intersectoral Coordination Group, should be included within its scope of competence.
The contributor has noted that the table of correspondence for the resolutions of the Intersectoral Group does not include a column for the resolutions of the WCIT.
In this regard, the contributor requests that the Expert Group on ITRs examine this issue and invite the Intersectoral Group to take into account the decisions of the WCIT and include these resolutions in the table of correspondence.
3.3.2	Discussion
(a)	Some members expressed support for the contribution as it aims to strengthen intersectoral coordination within ITU. Some members were of the opinion that the matters presented in this contribution are outside the scope of the terms of reference of the Group. 
(b)	Some members suggested that, as it is the last meeting of the EG-ITRs, it may be practically difficult to liaise with the ISCG on this proposal, but that the contributor may, if it deems appropriate, communicate directly with the ISCG on this matter. 
(c)	The contribution was noted. 
4	Introduction and discussion of contributions received on the draft Final Report of the EG-ITRs
The Acting Chair presented Document 4 (EG-ITRs-6/4 (Rev.1)) to the Group, the Draft Final Report prepared by the Chair with the support of the Vice Chairs, for consideration and review. The EG-ITRs examined the various contributions (in the order listed in the agenda), which were noted by the Group. The summaries of the contributions (as submitted by the authors of the documents) are provided below. 
4.1	Contribution EG-ITRs-6/5, RCC Executive Committee, Belarus, Center for Global IT-Cooperation, MegaFon Open Joint Stock Company (Russian Federation), PJSC «Rostelecom» (Russian Federation), Tajikistan
4.1.1	Summary
Contribution EG-ITRs-6/4 by Belarus (Republic of), Tajikistan (Republic of), Center for Global IT-Cooperation, MegaFon Open Joint Stock Company, PJSC «Rostelecom», and the Regional Commonwealth in the Field of Communications (Executive Committee) provides a long-standing position of representatives of the CIS/RCC region that the ITRs should be an evolving international treaty, regularly revised to take into account the rapidly changing technological environment.
The contribution stands for including as an option in the Group's final report the holding of an WCIT to review and revise the ITRs pursuant to the decisions of the Plenipotentiary Conference 2026, underlining that the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, the Constitution and the Convention of the ITU provide the right of ITU Member States that are parties to the ITRs being interested and having an intend to implement it to revise this international treaty.
4.1.2	Discussion
(a)	Some members welcomed this contribution, noting its timeliness, relevance and the importance of considering the next steps for the ITRs at PP 2026. Some members were of the opinion that the Final Report already contains provisions that cover the proposal contained in this contribution. Some members were of the opinion that the contribution is outside the terms of reference of the Group and that PP 2026 can decide on the way forward in respect of the ITRs. 
(b)	The contribution was noted.
4.2	Contribution EG-ITRs-6/6, United States of America
4.2.1	Summary
This contribution expresses U.S. support for the draft final Report of the EG-ITRs to ITU Council 2026 (doc. EG-ITRs-6/4); asks the ITU Secretariat to provide a financial estimate of the costs incurred by the 2023-2026 cycle of the EG-ITRs; and provides general observations on the nature of the contributions, in order to inform upcoming discussions and decisions at the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2026 on the future of the EG-ITRs.
4.2.2	Discussion
(a)	Some members expressed support for the request for an estimated budget breakdown as contained in this contribution noting that such a financial assessment and transparency on costs is important to help consider the future of the EG-ITRs, while some members were of the opinion that such financial matters are not within the remit of the Group and can be discussed by Council or PP 2026 if needed. 
(b)	Some members expressed support for the proposal in this contribution to consider the Final Report approved based on discussions at the previous meeting of the Group. Some members expressed the opinion that the Group had not agreed that the Report was approved at the last meeting and that it is pending discussion at this meeting.
(c)	The contribution was noted.
4.3	Contribution EG-ITRs-6/8, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Lithuania, Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
4.3.1	Summary
Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Lithuania, Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland thank the Chair, Vice-Chairs, Management Team and Secretariat for their extensive work. The draft final report is a balanced and accurate reflection of the EG-ITRs discussions and faithfully captures the diversity of views expressed. It correctly reflects that no consensus exists within the Group on the role, relevance or future of the ITRs, or on the way forward. The report should therefore be transmitted to Council as a factual record of the Group’s work.
4.3.2	Discussion
(a)	Some members expressed support for this contribution regarding approval of the Final Report at the previous meeting of the Group. Some members were of the opinion that the Group had not agreed that the Report was approved at the last meeting and that it is pending discussion at this meeting.
(b)	This contribution was noted.	
5	Approval of the draft Final Report of the EG-ITRs to the ITU Council 2026 for subsequent submission to the ITU PP 2026
5.1	The Draft Final Report (EG-ITRs-6/4, Rev.1) was discussed by the Group and revisions were agreed by consensus. 
5.2	The meeting finalized its work on the Final Report for submission to Council 2026, for onward submission to the 2026 Plenipotentiary Conference with the Council's comments.
6	Approval of the Sixth Meeting Report
6.1	The Chair presented the draft report of the sixth meeting to the Group for approval. Members considered the meeting report and suggested modifications. 
6.2	The revised meeting report was agreed for publication by the Secretariat.
7	Closing of the Meeting
In closing, the Acting Chair thanked all the ITU Member States and Sector Members who made contributions and participated in the work of the Expert Group, the Chair and Vice-Chairs, and ITU Elected Officials, the Secretariat, the interpreters and the remote moderator for their efficient assistance during the meeting. The meeting thanked the Acting Chair, the Chair, the Vice Chairs, the Secretariat, the interpreters and the remote moderator for their efficient support. 
	Vilem Vesely (Czech Republic)
	Acting Chair
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Statement by Hill
Summary 
The 1988 ITRs were instrumental in facilitating the successful deployment and use of telecommunication services and applications worldwide, including in particular the expansion of networks based on the TCP/IP protocol and of the services popularly referred to as the Internet: Article 9, Special Arrangements, removed restrictions that could have impeded the expansion of such services. We request that the text of this contribution be annexed, as a statement from Hill, to the report of the present meeting.
Background
It its statement annexed to the report of the fifth meeting of the EG-ITRs (EG-ITRs-5/10), Canada states:
… the successful deployment and use of telecommunication services and applications worldwide, as reflected and evidenced in several international telecommunication reports and publications, including those of the ITU, has not been the result of the ITRs. …
However, several contributions to the EG-ITRs have set forth a different view.
Impact of the ITRs
EG-ITRs-1/2 states:
1.8 Further, contrary to what seems to be implied in C 73[footnoteRef:1], and C 66[footnoteRef:2], all international telecommunication services rely on the ITRs to some extent, and the provisions of the ITRs are applicable in fostering the provision and development of international telecommunication/ICT services and networks. While most international telecommunication services no longer use the accounting rates of Article 6 of the 1988 ITRs, Internet traffic is enabled by the Special Arrangements of Article 9 of the 1988 ITRs[footnoteRef:3]. Indeed, the 2012 ITRs recognize the fact, in their Article 8, that accounting rates are no longer prevalent, however Special Provisions were retained as Article 13, in order to ensure that Internet traffic would not be disrupted. … [1:  https://www.itu.int/md/S23-CL-C-0073/en ]  [2:  https://www.itu.int/md/S23-CL-C-0066/en ]  [3:  Hill, Richard (2013) The New International Telecommunications Regulations and the Internet: A Commentary and Legislative History,Schulthess/Springer, p. 8] 

The same text is set forth in 1.8 of EG-ITRs-3/2.
Further, the continuing importance of the Special Arrangements provision (Article 9 of the 1988 ITRs) is explained in detail in EG-ITRs-4/2.
Indeed, the importance of the ITRs is well documented, with references, in pp. 8-16 of Hill, Richard (2013), The New International Telecommunications Regulations and the Internet, Springer/Schulthess, a peer-reviewed book. As shown therein, the 1988 ITRs were instrumental in facilitating the successful deployment and use of telecommunication services and applications worldwide, including in particular the expansion of networks based on the TCP/IP protocol and of the services popularly referred to as the Internet: Article 9, Special Arrangements, removed restrictions that could have impeded the expansion of such services.
In addition, as documented in pp. 23-26 of the cited book, with references to contributions to ITU meetings, from 1998 to 2010, the US argued that the ITRs had served the telecommunications industry well, so there was no need to modify them. In particular, the US staunchly defended the three-month deadline for settlement of accounts found in Article 2 of Appendix 1 of the 1988 ITRs.
As late as March 2008, the US stated “Although some have suggested that the ITRs are outdated or not widely used, the United States disagrees.  US telecommunications carriers regularly reference the ITRs (often references as the ‘Melbourne Agreement’ or ‘Melbourne Convention’) in their bilateral operating agreements with other international carriers … The removal of the ITRs would risk creating unnecessary uncertainty and confusion in these traffic arrangements which could adversely impact the delivery of services.”
The US went on to provide selected examples of ITR Articles and their application to international telecommunications agreements to illustrate their continued use and value, citing articles 1.1b, 1.5, 1.7a, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, and Appendix I.
The US concluded:
• The ITRs provide a well-understood and well established framework of principles and rules which facilitate the global exchange of international traffic and the expansion of networks and services to meet user needs in all countries.
• The role of the ITRs, as a treaty level agreement, remains critical to help ensure the stable and reliable flow of international telecommunications.  Any termination or modification of the ITRs must be assessed in light of these tangible benefits the ITRs provide. 
See ITR-EG – C 10 at: https://www.itu.int/md/T05-ITR.EG-C-0010/en 
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