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	Purpose
In this contribution, the United States:
· Expresses support for the draft final Report of the EG-ITRs to ITU Council 2026, which was already reviewed and approved at the last meeting;
· Asks the ITU Secretariat to provide an estimate of the costs incurred by the 2023-2026 cycle of the EG-ITRs; and
· Provides general observations on the nature of the contributions, in order to inform upcoming discussions and decisions at the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2026 on the future of the EG-ITRs.
Action required
The Expert Group on the International Telecommunication Regulations is invited to consider this document.
_______________
References
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· The United States supports the draft final Report of the EG-ITRs to ITU Council 2026 as contained in doc. EG-ITRs-5/DL/1 (Rev. 4). As reflected in section 6.1.2 of the last meeting report (doc. EG-ITRs-5/DL/2), the last meeting already “reviewed and approved the Draft Final Report for submission to Council 2026, for onward submission to the 2026 Plenipotentiary Conference with the Council's comments.”  While the contributions to the present meeting should be included as an editorial matter in the table in section 2.6, this meeting should not reopen the drafting of the final Report or entertain any further substantive revisions. Having participated actively in all five previous EG-ITRs meetings, we find that the report fully reflects all the contributions received and the various opinions expressed. In particular, we appreciate that the report factually and correctly concludes that there is a lack of consensus on the way forward with respect to the ITRs. 

· We recall the debate at the last meeting as to whether or not to convene the present meeting, given that the review and approval of the final Report had already concluded. In order to inform upcoming discussions and decisions at the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2026 on the future of the EG-ITRs, we request the Secretariat to provide (either as an input to the present meeting, and/or to ITU Council) a comprehensive budget breakdown (staff time, interpretation, etc.) indicating the total cost of convening the six meetings of the EG-ITRs during the 2023-2026 cycle.

· As we look ahead to considering the future of the EG-ITRs, the United States also shares the following observations regarding the nature of the discussions: 

· The first five EG-ITRs meetings in this cycle received 49 total contributions from Members (an average of approx. 10 contributions per meeting).  A comparison to the number of contributions received in previous cycles suggests that Members’ interest in the EG-ITRs has remained generally static over the past ten years:  
· The six EG-ITRs meetings in the 2019-2022 cycle received 50 total contributions from Members (an average of approx. 8 contributions per meeting).
· The four EG-ITRs meetings in the 2016-2018 cycle received 42 total contributions from Members (an average of approx. 11 contributions per meeting).

· However, the range of contributors has narrowed significantly with each cycle. During the present cycle, almost half of the contributions (21 out of 49 contributions, or 43%) came from a single Sector Member.

· Moreover, nearly half of the contributions (23 out of 49 contributions, or 47%) were administrative or organizational (i.e., on the EG-ITRs work plan and working methods, on the structure and content of the final Report, etc.). 

On the occasion of this final meeting, the United States also takes this opportunity to commend the EG-ITRs on fulfilling its mandate in line with its Terms of Reference, and we thank the EG-ITRs Chair and Vice-Chairs for their able leadership. 
________________
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