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	Purpose
To provide the clarifications requested by the Council Working Group on financial and human resources (CWG-FHR) at its twenty-first meeting in September 2025, regarding the modalities, capacity, and information safeguards related to inviting the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) to participate in ITU Council sessions.
Action required
The Council Working Group on financial and human resources is invited to consider this report and propose the draft decision to the Council.
_______________
References
CWG-FHR website; Documents CWG-FHR-21/19 and CWG-FHR-21/25


[bookmark: _Hlk133421428]



1	Introduction and background
At its meeting in September 2025, the CWG-FHR considered the contribution by the Russian Federation and the Kyrgyz Republic (Doc. CWG-FHR-21/19), which proposed that the Secretary-General invite the JIU to participate in ITU Council sessions. 
While there was general agreement on the principle of inviting the JIU to participate in Council sessions, the Chair requested the secretariat to provide a report by 12 December 2025, addressing the specific questions that delegates raised during the discussion for further deliberation by the CWG-FHR in January 2026. The questions were recorded under paragraph 17.7 of the Summary Report of the twenty-first meeting of the CWG-FHR (Doc. CWG-FHR-21/25). 
2	Answers to the questions posed during CWG-FHR in September 2025 
2.1	Would JIU representatives attend the entire Council session or only agenda items related to JIU reports? 
JIU representatives would be invited to attend only ITU Council agenda items related to JIU reports. Limiting participation in such a way aligns with the United Nations system practice and the JIU’s operational focus. It also safeguards information by ensuring discussions remain relevant and focused on the specific mandate of the JIU, thereby maintaining the confidentiality of sensitive information.
2.2	In what capacity would JIU participate (e.g., as observers or presenting reports)?
JIU would participate under the United Nations nameplate, thus being an observer in an advisory capacity. JIU’s role would be to provide clarifications to questions posed by Member States, while the Secretary-General maintains the responsibility for presenting the JIU reports to the Council. 
This is consistent with ITU’s recognition of JIU, outlined in Resolution 38 of PP-1982, which states that the JIU is “the competent body of the United Nations system in its particular field of activity and responsibility as specified in the substantive provisions of the JIU Statute and shall continue to report, through the Secretary-General of the Union, to the Administrative Council”. 
2.3	How would sensitive Council information be safeguarded during JIU participation?
Restricting the JIU’s presence solely to the agenda item concerning JIU reports ensures that access to discussions on other potentially sensitive topics is automatically excluded.
2.4	What are the current practices of JIU participation in other UN agencies’ governing bodies?
The following are examples of organizations that allow JIU to participate in the JIU-related sessions of their governing bodies: ILO, UNESCO, UPU, WHO, WMO, WIPO, and UNAIDS. 
JIU itself noted in a recent report[footnoteRef:1] that its entitlement to participate in relevant sessions of such organization is “a common practice as it facilitates the exchange of views, which benefit informed decision making”.  [1: 	See para. 131 of the 2024 Review of consideration of and action taken on the reports and recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit by United Nations system organizations. ] 

3	Financial implications 
There would not be any financial implications for JIU to participate in ITU Council meetings, given that JIU is based in Geneva and ITU Council meetings also take place in Geneva. When inviting JIU to ITU Council meetings, the secretariat will not offer to cover any financial costs. 
4	Conclusion and proposed action
CWG-FHR is therefore invited to recommend, in its report to the 2026 session of the ITU Council, that the ITU Council adopt the following draft decision:
	Draft Decision
	The Council Working Group on financial and human resources, having considered the Secretariat’s report on JIU participation as an observer in ITU Council sessions, proposes that the Council instruct the Secretary-General to invite JIU to participate in future ITU Council sessions as an observer in an advisory capacity. JIU’s participation should be limited to the agenda item on JIU reports, allowing the JIU to clarify issues and respond to any questions. The invitation should not include any financial support for JIU’s participation.
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