	[image: ]
	

 


Council Working Group 
on child online protection
Twenty-fourth meeting – 19 January 2026

	[bookmark: dmeeting][bookmark: dnum][bookmark: _Hlk133421839][bookmark: _Hlk133421856][bookmark: _Hlk133422370][bookmark: _Hlk133586559]
	Document CWG-COP-24/INF/17

	[bookmark: ddate]
	19 January 2026

	[bookmark: dorlang]
	English only

	
	

	[bookmark: dsource]Contribution by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

	[bookmark: dtitle1]SAFETY OF THE CHILD IN THE DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT

	Purpose
This document provides an update on the implementation of Human Rights Council Resolution 56/6 on "Safety of the Child in the Digital Environment."
Action required
This document is transmitted to the Council Working Group on child online protection for information.
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OHCHR Update - HRC Resolution 56/6 
"Safety of the Child in the Digital Environment"
ITU Council Working Group on Child Online Protection (CWG-COP) 24, 19 January 2026

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights is pleased to provide this update on implementation of Human Rights Council Resolution 56/6 on "Safety of the Child in the Digital Environment."
OHCHR acknowledges this afternoon's important launch of the Joint Statement on Artificial Intelligence and the Rights of the Child. We are pleased to co-sign this framework alongside ITU, the Committee on the Rights of the Child, and UNICEF, and the numerous other co-signatories, and congratulate all partners on this important milestone.
In July 2024, the UN Human Rights Council adopted Resolution 56/6 on "Safety of the Child in the Digital Environment." This cross-regional resolution, led by Egypt, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Senegal, Singapore, and the United Arab Emirates, mandates OHCHR to convene multi-stakeholder consultations to develop options for a global framework on child safety online.
The report will be presented to the Council's 64th session in March 2027, followed by an interactive dialogue among member states. This dialogue will provide the space for states to deliberate on the framework options and define next steps – potentially including follow-up mechanisms, implementation support, or further normative development at the global level.
The Human Rights Council is the principal UN intergovernmental body responsible for human rights, composed of 47 member states. Its resolutions and interactive dialogues shape international human rights standards and influence state policy worldwide.
This mandate is significant for several reasons:
First, it positions child online safety within the international human rights framework – grounded in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and General Comment No. 25.
Second, this process will generate policy options with the potential to influence national legislation, regulatory approaches, and corporate accountability frameworks globally. The interactive dialogue at HRC 64 will ensure that beyond the mandated report, states actively engage with the framework options, and will have the opportunity to define and follow up on the next steps.
Third, the resolution explicitly requires comprehensive multi-stakeholder engagement: governments, civil society organizations – including child rights and youth-led NGOs – the private sector, educational institutions, parents' and family associations, faith-based organizations, UN Special Rapporteurs, UN agencies, and crucially, children themselves. This diversity of perspectives is a core strength of the mandate, and will be essential to developing credible, implementable framework options.
OHCHR aims to take a strong partnership-based approach to implementing this mandate, recognizing the resource constraints we currently face across the UN system. We will conduct consultations throughout 2026 – primarily online – to gather stakeholder perspectives on risks, best practices, and governance gaps across different contexts and regions.
We see strong complementarities with the Joint Statement launched this afternoon, and the work of many partners present today; notably, ITU's technical expertise, state regulatory experience, civil society advocacy and monitoring, industry innovation, and academic research can all contribute essential insights to what will ultimately be deliberated by states.
OHCHR welcomes input and engagement from all stakeholders, whose contributions will directly inform the mandated report and deliberations at the 64th session of the Human Rights Council in March 2027. We also welcome your partnership in facilitating the regional consultations throughout 2026, including in the process to identify and connect with relevant stakeholders across regions who can participate and provide input.
We look forward to keeping this Working Group informed as the process unfolds.
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