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	Purpose
To share the Republic of the Philippines’ current approach and initiatives for Child Online Protection particularly on Institutional Frameworks against Trafficking and Child-Oriented Transparency in line with Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference.
Action required
This document is transmitted to the Council Working Group on child online protection for information.
_______________
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A Whole-of-Government Approach to Child Online Protection
The Philippines adopts a whole-of-government approach to child online protection. Recognizing that safeguarding children in the digital sphere requires coordinated action across policy, regulation, law enforcement, and education. Through the establishment of Inter-agency Councils and Technical Working Groups (TWG), the Philippines address online risks to children, including data privacy violations, online sexual abuse and exploitation, harmful content, and digital safety awareness, while ensuring that children’s rights and best interests are upheld in line with national laws and international commitments.

The Department of Information and Communications Technology (DICT), as the primary agency of the Philippines for ICT development, reinforces child online protection efforts through various capacity-building programs, and inter-agency coordination mechanisms to promote safer online environments for children. Through its programs and initiatives, the DICT advances digital literacy, responsible internet use, and platform accountability, while supporting the implementation of technical and institutional safeguards against online harms affecting children.

The DICT also works alongside various government agencies such as the Department of Justice (DOJ), the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), and the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) through specialized units addressing online sexual abuse and exploitation of children, to strengthen legal enforcement, investigation, and prosecution of cyber-enabled crimes involving children. The DICT is also member-agency of the National Coordination Center Against Online Sexual Abuse and Exploitation of Children (OSAEC) and Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Materials (CSAEM) (NCC-OSAEC-CSAEM) which aims to safeguard, protect, and empower every child from all forms of OSAEC and CSAEM through a holistic and coordinated approach. 

Through sustained inter-agency collaboration and policy alignment, the Philippines continues to advance a comprehensive and coordinated approach to child online protection, ensuring that digital transformation efforts are balanced with strong safeguards for children’s rights, safety, and well-being in the online environment.

Institutional Frameworks and Intensified Monitoring on Child Online Trafficking

Under the DOJ, the Inter-Agency Council Against Trafficking (IACAT) is the central coordinating body that monitors and combats human trafficking by implementing the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act. It develops comprehensive and integrated programs to prevent and suppress trafficking in persons, establish the necessary institutional mechanism for the protection and support of trafficked persons, and ensure effective response to cases of trafficking in persons particularly in the investigation and prosecution of trafficking persons cases. IACAT also works hand-in-hand with NCC-OSAEC-OSAEM.

The IACAT adopted the Philippine Strategic Plan Against OSAEC-CSAEM crafted by NCC-OSAEC-CSAEM last 10 September 2025. The Strategic plan establishes a comprehensive roadmap for concerted efforts against OSAEC and CSAEM from 2025 through 2028, aiming to deliver four (4) key results: (1) Prevention and Advocacy – communities in the Philippines are knowledgeable and effectively prevent and reduce OSAEC-CSAEM; (2) Protection and Response – a more proactive, gender-responsive, and child friendly environment and protection system that caters to the strategic and practical needs of the victims-survivors, (3) Prosecution, Law Enforcement and Compliance – OSAEC-CSAEM cases are reported and reduced, and (4) Partnerships and Networking – local and international partnerships and networks are strengthened and expanded.

Between September 2024 and June 2025, NCC-OSAEC-CSAEM conducted island-wide consultations to develop the National Action Plan. Stakeholders from government agencies, non-government partners, and civil society, internet and financial intermediaries, and most especially children, joined workshops to clarify the OSAEC-CSAEM landscape and co-create solutions. Survivors’ voices grounded the process with lived insights, helping shape more effective, humane responses. This was developed with the support of UNICEF, the Philippine Legislators’ Committee on Population and Development Foundation, Inc., EU GoJust II, and SaferKidsPh.

To reinforce local anti-trafficking efforts, the IACAT revised and enhanced the DILG-DSWD-DOJ Joint Memorandum Circular establishing Guidelines on the Institutionalization and Strengthening of the Regional Committee on Anti-Trafficking and Violence Against Women and Their Children (RCAT-VAWC) and Local Committee on Anti-Trafficking and Violence Against Women and Their Children (LCAT-VAWC). This policy issuance, jointly developed by the DILG, DSWD, and the DOJ, aims to institutionalize the establishment of RCAT-VAWC and LCAT-VAWC and strengthen their mandates to effectively coordinate and implement anti-trafficking, OSAEC, violence against women and their children, and other forms of gender-based violence (GBV) related initiatives at the national level.

The DILG, through Memorandum Circular 2024-094, integrated anti-OSAEC and CSAEM measures into the Child-Friendly Local Governance Audit (CFLGA). It highlights the need for local ordinances at the community level to prevent and respond to online sexual abuse and exploitation of children. Memorandum Circular 2024-140 further guides Local Government Units (LGUs) in crafting a comprehensive ordinance on OSAEC and CSAEM. After one year, capacity-building tied to the 2025 CFLGA strengthened local services, with 62% of cities and municipalities (1,010 of 1,642) adopting anti-OSAEC and CSAEM ordinances. The DILG rolled out the Barangay Child Protection Policy-Making Module to guide barangays in framing and adopting community policies that address OSAEC and CSAEM. The rollout reached local officials from Justice Zones—Tagaytay City, Cebu City, Davao City, Puerto Princesa City, and Bacolod City.

The Council for the Welfare of Children (CWC) launched the MAKABATA Helpline 1383 in November 2022 to receive reports on child protection through phone, email, text, and social media. With the issuance of the Executive Order 79 s. 2024, it institutionalized the MAKABATA Program and Helpline 1383 available 24/7. In 2025, the CWC strengthened office setup, expanded the Helpline team with additional personnel, and enhanced its capacity to respond to child protection issues even beyond regular working hours.

As mandated by the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act, the IACAT also established ProtectPortal to consolidate TIP-related data across all phases of government response, from investigation to prosecution. It is a data management system that enhances government agencies’ ability to consolidate and access trafficking-related data, leading to smarter decisions and stronger protection efforts. The portal is a powerful new tool to strengthen the country’s fight against human trafficking and protect vulnerable communities. On 25 September 2025, the IACAT, in partnership with International Justice Mission (IJM) officially launched the IACAT ProtectPortal.

The NCC-OSAEC-CSAEM, through the leadership of the Bureau of Immigration (BI) and the Philippine National Police – Women and Children Protection Center (PNP-WCPC), spearheaded the creation of a Technical Working Group (TWG) to develop the Child Sex Offenders Registry and the Registry of Blacklisted Aliens. These registries will serve as vital mechanisms for tracking and monitoring convicted offenders and will support prevention, investigation, and enforcement efforts related to child sexual abuse and exploitation.

The Guidelines on Accessibility and Reasonable Accommodations for Children was also approved on 10 September 2025 by the CWC. This was established to provide guiding principles for ensuring access to justice for children with disabilities who are victim survivors or witnesses of OSAEC, CSAEM or other forms of child abuse or exploitation. The Guidelines shall apply to all appropriate government agencies and non-government organizations mandated or authorized to assist victim-survivors or witnesses of OSAEC-CSAEM, or other forms of child abuse or exploitation cases. 

The DOJ also re-organized its Anti-Trafficking Task Forces across different regions and ports in the Philippines. By virtue of the re-organization, the Regional Anti-Trafficking Task Forces were redesignated as the Regional Anti-Child Online Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking Task Forces (RACETTF) reflecting the task forces’ expanded mandate to address both TIP and OSAEC-CSAEM cases. It further expands the membership of the Task Forces to 652 member prosecutors.

On victim protection and assistance, the DSWD, through its Recovery and Reintegration Program for Trafficking Persons (RRPTP), has provided support to 1,783 trafficked victims, of which 471 (26%) were minors in 2025. The RRPTP provides comprehensive support to trafficking victims, ensuring they receive adequate recovery and reintegration services. 



Advancing Digital Literacy and Safer Internet Practices
The DICT through its ICT Literacy and Competency Development Bureau (ILCDB) has integrated child online protection into their digital literacy curricula and modules which are distributed to various learning institutions and schools nationwide. The ILCDB developed a Cyber Safety curriculum which consists of CyberSafe modules that discuss how to use computers and tablets, programs that are commonly used, and safe internet practices particularly when browsing the web, communicating on the internet, and social media use. Modules have been created for every grade level from Grades 1-12 to ensure its appropriateness to the level of understanding and needs of every student. As students progress, they are introduced to more concepts that will help them navigate their way with caution in the digital realm.

The DICT conducts various advocacy and awareness initiatives focused on OSAEC and CSAEM. As mandated by Presidential Proclamation No. 417, the DICT celebrates the Safer Internet Day annually. OSAEC-CSAEM awareness materials are included in Cybersecurity Advocacy Modules such as modules on Digital Parenting, Online Violence Against Women and Children, and Cybersecurity for Children. In 2025, the Cybersecurity Bureau also partnered with the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) to develop and disseminate OSAEC Awareness Raising Video Campaigns for Parents and Children.[footnoteRef:1] These videos were disseminated to various public and private organizations as well as the DICT Regional Offices to raise awareness against OSAEC. The Regional Offices ensure the nationwide implementation of the different advocacy and awareness programs of the bureau. In total, 84 Cybersecurity advocacy and awareness initiatives focused on OSAEC-CSAEM were conducted in 2025. [1:  https://www.facebook.com/CYBERSECgovph/videos/dear-parentskeeping-your-child-safe-online-begins-with- 
  awareness-on-safer-intern/1321934465727198/.] 


The IACAT also amplified targeted awareness-raising campaigns designed to promote anti-human trafficking messages of IACAT to various anti-Trafficking in Persons (TIP) related celebrations such as the Safer Internet and the World Day Against Trafficking. The IACAT also intensified its Barangay[footnoteRef:2] IACAT as a major awareness program, designed to shift social norms, increase community reporting, and promote vigilance and awareness on certain issues on trafficking in persons and OSAEC. [2:  Barangay is a Filipino word referring to a small administrative district of the local government in the 
  Philippines.] 



Guidelines on Child-Oriented Transparency
Last 2024, the Philippines through the National Privacy Commission (NPC) developed the Advisory on the Guidelines on Child-Oriented Transparency. This Advisory aims to provide guidelines on processing children's personal data in recognition of their best interests and evolving capacities. After the enactment of the Data Privacy Act, the Philippines encountered significant challenges in promoting and safeguarding children’s best interests and their right to privacy. To resolve this, the NPC consulted representatives from child rights advocacy groups, the academe, and the technology industry on how to strengthen the protection of children’s personal data in the digital environment.

The Advisory is a step toward fully recognizing and acknowledging children as data subjects and rights holders. The Advisory discussed how the existing obligations of Personal Information Controllers (PIC) and Personal Information Processors (PIP) in relation to the Principle of Transparency apply to ensure that children are protected while they create and interact within a protective environment. It emphasizes the importance of adopting a risk-based and context-specific approach when processing children’s data, taking into account age, maturity, evolving capacities, and best interests of the child.

As part of the requirements under the Advisory, PICs must incorporate Child Privacy Impact Assessments (CPIA) as part of their Privacy Impact Assessments (PIA) to determine risks in products or services specifically intended for children or likely to be accessed by children. As a result, PICs will be better equipped to implement appropriate and effective measures to promote Transparency when processing children’s personal data.

As part of the Philippines’ broader child online protection and digital rights agenda, this Advisory contributes to creating a safer, more accountable, and rights-respecting digital environment for children. It operationalizes data protection principles in a child-sensitive manner and complements national and international efforts to uphold children’s rights to privacy, protection, participation, and access to age-appropriate information in the digital space.

Further, as part of efforts to provide adequate, quality, and accessible data privacy education in the Philippines, the NPC produced a series of animated videos to distill fundamental data privacy concepts and principles using scenarios familiar to everyday life. These videos break down data privacy concepts into bite-sized and easy-to-understand pieces that are suitable for all age groups. These videos are available in English, Filipino, and Bisaya, three of the most widely spoken languages in the Philippines, to ensure broader reach and accessibility.

Concept	Description 
Episode 1: Personal Information, Sensitive Personal Information, and Processing

	The pilot episode explains the concepts of personal information, sensitive personal information, and processing within the context of food delivery.

Links to videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RG6hZJb1SOw (ENG)	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5b7dVViSzRA (FIL)	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWp-mV1mjwk (BISAYA)
Episode 2: Data Subject, Personal Information Controller and Personal Information	Processor, and Accountability	Episode 2 explains how the Personal Information Controller, the Personal Information Processor, and the Data Subject each have their own important roles to play within the privacy ecosystem.	
Links to videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0XFSOiklLU (ENG)	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4UYQhP11qA (FIL)	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g1K-4m8le60 (BISAYA)
Episode 3: Privacy Notice, Right to Information, and Transparency	Episode 3 discusses the interplay of a privacy notice with the right to be informed and the Principle of Transparency.

Links to videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GEeCnX1Wz8o (ENG)	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2UYxcof6cg (FIL)	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pn6k88zr3_c (BISAYA)
Episode 4: Consent	Episode 4 breaks down the elements of consent and explains what it means to give data subjects a meaningful choice in the processing of their personal data.

Links to videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kE8aD3thOqA (ENG)	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gj2CD_7hSWc (FIL)	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttgXYycUbWc (BISAYA)
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