	[image: ]
	

 


Council Working Group 
on child online protection
Twenty-fourth meeting – 19 January 2026

	[bookmark: dmeeting][bookmark: dnum][bookmark: _Hlk133421839][bookmark: _Hlk133421856][bookmark: _Hlk133422370][bookmark: _Hlk133586559]
	Document CWG-COP-24/INF/13

	[bookmark: ddate]
	18 January 2026

	[bookmark: dorlang]
	English only

	
	

	[bookmark: dsource]Contribution by SWGfL

	[bookmark: dtitle1]ADVANCING TECHNICAL STANDARDS FOR PARENTAL CONTROL INTEROPERABILITY (PARCEP)

	Purpose
This information document provides the Council Working Group on Child Online Protection (CWG-COP) with an update on progress made since the September 2025 Council meeting in relation to the development of PARCEP – Parental Control Interoperability Principles, following its initial presentation to the Council and subsequent work within ITU-T Study Group 17 (SG17).
The document outlines key milestones achieved, situates PARCEP within the existing Council and Development Sector mandates on child online protection, and highlights its relevance to ongoing ITU work on technical standards, trust, and safety.
Action required
This document is transmitted to the Council Working Group on child online protection for information.
_______________
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Background and context
At the September 2025 CWG-COP meeting, a contribution was presented highlighting the unintended child protection impacts arising from emerging internet technical standards, particularly the combination of increased end-to-end encryption and fragmented device and platform ecosystems. That intervention emphasised that, while essential for privacy and security, these developments have reduced the effectiveness of traditional safeguards and increased reliance on parental control tools that remain inconsistent and difficult to manage across devices.
In that context, PARCEP – Parental Control Interoperability Principles was introduced as a proposed standards-based approach to address this gap. PARCEP is intended to provide a common, privacy-preserving interoperability framework that enables parental control settings—such as screen-time limits, app permissions, and content access rules—to be applied consistently across devices, platforms, and services, without weakening encryption or introducing content inspection.
As noted at the September meeting, these issues have contributed in several countries to the emergence of so-called “smartphone-free childhood” movements, reflecting parental frustration with the complexity of managing connected devices rather than a rejection of technology per se. The September intervention proposed that improved interoperability of parental controls could form part of a constructive, privacy-respecting response.
Progress since September 2025
Since the September 2025 Council meeting, significant progress has been made:
	SG17 engagement: PARCEP was discussed during the ITU-T SG17 meeting held in Geneva from 3–11 December 2025, including a dedicated incubator session on 4 December. The concept was met with constructive support and informed discussion from Member States, industry, and technical experts.
	Refinement through discussion: Feedback from the SG17 incubator session was used to refine the scope and framing of PARCEP, including clarification that the work focuses on application- and device-level interoperability rather than network-layer protocols, and that it does not seek to weaken encryption or introduce content inspection.
	Formalisation of work: Following these discussions, a draft new work item proposal was finalised within SG17, setting out a phased approach to parental control interoperability, beginning with a narrowly scoped and demonstrable use case (such as screen-time management) before considering other aspects of parental controls.
	Integration with COP gap analysis: References to parental control interoperability and PARCEP have now been incorporated into the draft SG17 COP Gap Analysis report produced by the Special Correspondence Group on Child Online Protection, reflecting recognition that this is a material gap in current technical standards.
Alignment with ITU mandates on child online protection
The direction of travel described above aligns closely with the existing and evolving ITU mandate on child online protection:
	Council Resolution 179 calls on the Union to address child online protection through international cooperation, capacity building, and the development of relevant technical and policy frameworks. PARCEP responds directly to this by seeking to improve the effectiveness and usability of safety tools relied upon by families, while respecting privacy and security.
	Resolution ITU-D 67, which defines the Development Sector’s mandate on child online protection and was revised at WTDC in Baku in November 2025, reinforces the importance of practical, implementable measures to support children, parents and carers in the digital environment. The inclusion of references to standards-based and technical approaches within the revised resolution reflects the growing recognition that child online protection challenges cannot be addressed through policy and awareness alone.
In this context, the SG17 work on parental control interoperability represents a concrete example of how technical standardisation can support the objectives set by both the Council and the Development Sector.
Next steps
Work within SG17 will continue in early 2026, including further expert engagement and coordination with other relevant standards communities where appropriate. The phased approach adopted allows progress to be made in a measured and transparent way, while maintaining openness to multi-stakeholder input and alignment with broader COP policy objectives.
The CWG-COP will be kept informed of further developments, and opportunities for continued linkage between Council, Study Group and Development Sector activities will be identified as the work progresses.
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