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	Purpose
This report summarizes the preparatory process, roll-out, and outcome of the seventh ITU World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF), which was held from 2 to 4 September 2026. 
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to note the report and transmit it to PP-26 for any necessary action.
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Convening platforms.
Financial implications
Within the allocated budget 2026-2027.
_______________
References
Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference; Decision 641 (C24, last amended C26) of the Council; Report of the Chair of WTPF-26
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1	Background
1.1	Originally established by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994) of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the World Telecommunication/Information and Communication Technology Policy Forum (WTPF) has been successfully convened in 1996, 1998, 2001, 2009, 2013, and 2021. By its Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), the Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU resolved to hold the next WTPF in 2026.
1.2	The purpose of WTPF is to provide a venue for exchanging views and information and thereby creating a shared vision among policy-makers worldwide on challenges and opportunities arising from the new and emerging telecommunication/ICT services and technologies, and to consider any other policy issue in telecommunications/ICTs which would benefit from a global exchange of views, in addition to the adoption of opinions reflecting common viewpoints as per Resolution 2 .
1.3	By its Decision 641 (Mod. 2026), the ITU Council decided that the theme for WTPF-26 is as follows:
	“Accelerating an inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and innovative digital future: In this regard, the WTPF-26 will discuss opportunities, challenges and policies to address the following:
•	bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as skills and connectivity
•	green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability
•	resilience of telecommunication/ICTs
•	space connectivity
•	strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship.”
2	Preparatory Process
2.1	Further, in accordance with Decision 641 (Mod. 2026), the ITU Secretary-General convened an Informal Experts Group (IEG-WTPF-26), each of whom was active in preparing for WTPF-26 in this regard. With the approval of ITU Council 2024, membership of the IEG‑WTPF-26 was opened to all stakeholders. The IEG-WTPF-26, chaired by Mr Rodney Taylor (Barbados), met four times from 2024 to 2026, and additionally the group held one in-person informal consultation, with remote participation, in April 2026. In addition, the IEG-WTPF-26 conducted two online open public consultations and held numerous informal consultations.
2.2	Over 150 experts participated in the work of the IEG-WTPF-26, and numerous contributions were received from all stakeholders towards the various drafts of the Report of the Secretary-General (four in total) and the draft Opinions. The IEG-WTPF-26 successfully concluded its work in April 2026 and agreed by consensus to transmit a set of five draft Opinions annexed to the Report of the Secretary-General for the Forum’s consideration. All documents of the WTPF-26 preparatory process are available on the IEG-WTPF-26 website without any restrictions. Progress reports were delivered to the Council in 2025 (Document C25/5(Rev.1+Add.1)) and in 2026 (Document C26/5+Add.1).
3	The Seventh World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF-26)
3.1	The Seventh World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF-26) was held in Nassau, The Bahamas, following Decision 641 (Mod. 2026) from 2 to 4 September 2026, with a Strategic Dialogue held on 1 September 2026, immediately preceding the Forum at the same venue.
3.2	The WTPF-26 Strategic Dialogue, held under the theme “From Vision to Action: Steering an Inclusive, Resilient and Sustainable Digital Future”, opened in the presence of the Prime Minister of The Bahamas. Its High-Level Multistakeholder Segment brought together ministers, regulators, industry leaders, academics, civil society and international and regional organizations. Discussions emphasized the need to design resilience before crises occur; develop solutions tailored to the circumstances of SIDS and other vulnerable economies; and look beyond coverage towards meaningful connectivity that expands opportunity and improves people’s lives. The afternoon dialogues highlighted the importance of including women, youth, and persons with disabilities in shaping digital solutions, and of translating connectivity pledges into measurable impact through effective regulation, innovative financing, regional cooperation, and multistakeholder partnerships.
3.3	The Policy Forum was attended by 494 onsite participants as well as 85 remote participants. It included 255 onsite delegates from 55 Member States, 81 onsite delegates from 62 Sector Members, and 13 onsite delegates from 3 Observer entities (UN, Academia, Guest) as well as 145 members of the public. 42 VIPs participated in the Forum, including Ministers and Deputy Ministers, ITU Elected Officials as well as several heads of regulatory agencies.
3.4	The Policy Forum opened with addresses from H.E. Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas, the Honourable Philip Edward Davis, KC, MP, H.E. Mr Sebastian Bastian, Minister of Innovation and National Development and Minister responsible for communications, The Bahamas, and Ms Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union.
3.5	Following the Opening Ceremony, the Inaugural Plenary was held, where Mr Randol Dorsett, Chair of the Utilities Regulation and Competition Authority (URCA) of The Bahamas, was elected to chair the Forum.
3.6	Five vice-chairs were also elected for the Forum:
•	Ms Roberta dos Santos Pereira Hakme, Brazilian National Telecommunications Agency (Brazil)
•	Mr Muath S. AlRumayh, Communications, Space and Technology Commission (Saudi Arabia)
•	Ms Cynthia Leungo Lesufi, Permanent Mission of South Africa
•	Mr Haji Jailani Haji Buntar, Authority for Info-communications Technology Industry of Brunei Darussalam (Brunei Darussalam)
•	Mr Tobias Kaufmann, Senior Policy Officer, Federal Ministry for Digital Transformation and Government Modernization (Germany).
3.7	In accordance with Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), discussions at the WTPF were based on the Report of the Secretary-General (SG Report), which served as the main working document of the Forum. The contributions and comments of members of the IEG-WTPF-26 were incorporated into this SG Report. Annexed to the SG Report were five draft Opinions which were forwarded by the IEG-WTPF-26, by consensus, to WTPF-26 for further discussion.
3.8	All WTPF-26 related information including the programme, the Chair’s Report, and the Opinions adopted by the Forum are available on the WTPF-26 website.
3.9	The secretariat presented the SG Report, on behalf of the Secretary-General, giving a broad overview of the SG Report which is based on the theme decided by Decision 641 (Mod. 2026). Following this presentation, the Chair of the IEG-WTPF-26, Mr Rodney Taylor (Barbados), also presented the five draft Opinions proposed by the IEG for the Forum’s consideration.
3.10	The presentation of the SG Report was followed by a succession of high-level statements by Member States and Sector Members on the theme of the Forum and the SG Report.[footnoteRef:2] It was noted that the body of the SG Report serves as an input document to the Forum and will not be revised during the Forum. [2: 	https://wtpf.itu.int/2026/statements/all-statements/.] 

3.11	Five Working Groups were established to discuss the five draft Opinions annexed to the SG Report and related contributions from Member States and Sector Members. The following were elected the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Working Groups:

	Group
	Chairs
	Vice-Chairs

	Working Group 1
	Ms Roberta dos Santos Pereira Hakme, Brazilian National Telecommunications Agency (Brazil)
	Mr Kirk Sookram, Telecommunications Authority of Trinidad and Tobago (TATT)

	Working Group 2
	Mr Muath S. AlRumayh, Communications, Space and Technology Commission (Saudi Arabia)
	Mr Ahmed Riad Ismail (Huawei)

	Working Group 3
	Ms Cynthia Leungo Lesufi, Permanent Mission of South Africa
	Mr Nate Davis, American Registry for Internet Numbers (ARIN)

	Working Group 4
	Mr Haji Jailani Haji Buntar, Authority for Info-communications Technology Industry of Brunei Darussalam (Brunei Darussalam)
	Ms Natalia Vicente, GSOA

	Working Group 5
	Mr Tobias Kaufmann, Senior Policy Officer, Federal Ministry for Digital Transformation and Government Modernization (Germany)
	Mr Mark C. Reynolds, Caribbean Association of National Telecommunication [Organizations] (CANTO)



3.12	The Working Groups worked constructively over two and a half days. The Chairs of the five Working Groups presented the results of the work undertaken by the Working Groups to the Plenary for approval – see Annex I of the Chair’s Report.
3.13	The Chair of the Forum presented the draft Opinions, which had been revised and endorsed by the Working Groups. He invited the Forum to adopt the following Opinions:
	Opinion 1: Bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as skills and connectivity
	Opinion 2: Green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability
	Opinion 3: Resilience of telecommunications/ICTs
	Opinion 4: Space connectivity
	Opinion 5: Strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship.
3.14	The Forum delegates thanked the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the various Working Groups for their outstanding work.
3.15	The Forum adopted the following Opinions:
	Opinion 1: Bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as skills and connectivity
	Opinion 2: Green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability
	Opinion 3: Resilience of telecommunications/ICTs
	Opinion 4: Space connectivity
	Opinion 5: Strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship.
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