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1	Proposed schedule of the 2027, 2028 and 2029 sessions of the Council and clusters of Council working groups and expert groups for the same period (Document C26/2)
1.1	The Secretary of the Plenary introduced Document C26/2, which contained the proposed schedule of the 2027, 2028 and 2029 sessions of the Council and clusters of Council working groups (CWGs) and expert groups (EGs) for the same period. The secretariat proposed moving to a sole CWG/EG cluster each year to reduce costs and rationalize resources, an approach that was regularly applied in the year that followed a plenipotentiary conference. Member States were invited to consider whether to hold the 2029 session of the Council (Council-29) at either ITU headquarters or the World Health Organization in June 2029, or at headquarters in October 2029, by which time the disturbance caused by demolition work would have ended.
1.2	A number of councillors opposed the possibility of only one CWG/EG cluster in years other than that which followed a plenipotentiary conference. CWGs were open to all Member States and thus provided a unique opportunity for them to participate in ITU’s work and decision-making on an equal basis. It was not clear what the full impact of having only one CWG/EG cluster would be, nor was the cost of each cluster when most costs were attributed to staff already working. Certain CWGs and EGs, such as the CWG on child online protection (CWG-COP), addressed subjects that it was prudent to discuss on a regular basis. It was also considered essential for the CWG on financial and human resources (CWG-FHR) to meet in January or February for input on draft reports prior to the Council session. Moreover, various agenda items on which decisions had not been taken at that session had been earmarked for further discussion at, inter alia, CWG-FHR and the CWG on international Internet-related public policy issues (CWG-Internet).
1.3	Several councillors, however, expressed support for a sole CWG/EG cluster, noting that it would reduce costs and optimize use of resources and staff time. It was prudent to be flexible in anticipation of the expected impact of the planned construction work at headquarters. The possibility of holding additional online meetings instead of a second cluster was welcomed. With several councillors highlighting the time commitment and associated costs of travel to Geneva for Council sessions and clusters, it was noted that interim virtual meetings would increase the number of Member States able to participate. One councillor said that the Council should only decide on the matter once the Plenipotentiary Conference (Doha, 2026) (PP‑26) had decided on which CWGs/EGs should be continued.
1.4	Noting the proposal to hold Council-29 off ITU premises, a councillor recalled that legal advice had been requested on holding a Council session away from headquarters.
1.5	Regarding the dates of Council-29, one councillor expressed support for the session to be held in June 2029; it was possible that construction work would not have been completed in time for the smooth organization of Council-29 at headquarters, and holding the session later in the year would limit the time available to the secretariat to implement decisions prior to the session of the Council and the plenipotentiary conference in 2030.
1.6	The Council agreed in principle to hold one CWG/EG cluster in autumn 2027, considering the short time period between the plenipotentiary conference and the only possible dates, as had been done in 2023 after the Plenipotentiary Conference (Bucharest, 2022); and requested the Secretary-General to propose a new draft resolution with new dates at the extraordinary meeting of the 2027 session of the Council in Doha, taking into account the updated information on business continuity and the decisions of PP‑26 regarding the CWGs/EGs.
2	Schedule of future conferences, assemblies and meetings of the Union: 2026-2029 (Document C26/37(Rev.1))
2.1	A representative of the General Secretariat introduced Document C26/37(Rev.1), which listed the assemblies, conferences and meetings planned for the period 2026-2029.
2.2	Councillors welcomed the proposed schedule. However, one councillor noted that the dates of the second session of the Conference Preparatory Meeting for the 2027 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-27) in April 2027 would overlap with a major international exhibition in Geneva, leading to an increased financial burden on Member States owing to higher demand and costs for accommodation. Reconsideration of those dates would be encouraged.
2.3	The councillor from China highlighted that the proposed dates for the meeting of the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) in February 2027 would coincide with celebration of the lunar new year, one of the most important holidays in his country, and requested that alternative dates be suggested.
2.4	The Deputy to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, responding to the concern raised by the councillor from China, said that the secretariat would look into the possibility of revising the scheduling of the proposed TSAG meeting.
2.5	The observer for Uzbekistan said that he had the honour, on behalf of his government, to extend a formal invitation to host the 2028 world telecommunication standardization assembly (WTSA-28) in Samarkand. Uzbekistan would provide a modern platform for collaboration, innovation and consensus building on the main issues in digital telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICT), involving both ITU Member States and the private sector. The formal invitation letter was contained in Document C26/INF/30(Rev.1).
2.6	The Council noted Document C26/37(Rev.1) and the invitation from the Government of Uzbekistan to host WTSA‑28 and invited the Administration of Uzbekistan to submit the invitation to PP‑26.
3	Proposal for hosting the 2030 plenipotentiary conference in India (Document C26/78)
3.1	The Councillor from India introduced a contribution contained in Document C26/78, by which the Indian Administration reiterated its offer to host the 2030 plenipotentiary conference (PP‑30). He recalled India's longstanding membership of and commitment to ITU and said that India had significant experience in hosting international meetings of the highest standard. The Indian Administration envisioned PP‑30 as a milestone event fostering inclusive dialogue, strategic foresight and strong multilateral cooperation, supported by world-class infrastructure, seamless connectivity and exceptional hospitality. 
3.2	In the ensuing discussion, councillors, acknowledging India's experience and expertise in hosting international meetings, expressed their support for the Indian Administration's offer to host PP‑30. They commended India's commitment to the shared values of ITU and expressed confidence that India had the resources and capacity to host a successful plenipotentiary conference. Some councillors, while fully supporting India's offer, said that it should be forwarded to PP‑26 for approval, in line with established practice.
3.3	The Councillor from India thanked all Member States and councillors for their expressions of trust and support and reaffirmed his Administration's commitment to facilitating a successful plenipotentiary conference.
3.4	Responding to a question from a councillor, a representative of the General Secretariat said that implementation of the selection process for host countries of ITU conferences and assemblies (Document C26/70) would begin with events in 2031.
3.5	The Council approved the invitation from India to host PP‑30 and agreed to transmit the invitation to PP‑26 for formal acceptance and inclusion in the revision of Resolution 77 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022).
4	Clear, consistent and respectful time management for ITU conferences and assemblies (Document C26/97)
4.1	The councillor from the United States presented the contribution in Document C26/97, containing a draft Council resolution on clear, consistent and respectful time management of ITU conferences and assemblies. She explained that, in the absence of formal rules governing time management, the working arrangements of ITU conferences and assemblies were determined by the host country and secretariat on a case-by-case basis, while a lack of overarching guidance made enforcing clear and consistent time management practices difficult when challenges arose. Recognizing that Council resolutions were not binding on the arrangements of ITU assemblies and conferences, the draft resolution codified best practices and was intended to provide consistent guidance to steering committees.
4.2	In the ensuing discussion, several councillors voiced strong support for the proposal, emphasizing that guidelines would provide for predictable working hours, disciplined scheduling and robust decision-making. Long hours did not necessarily produce better outcomes. Guidelines would help to foster a culture of respect, facilitate productive negotiations and promote inclusivity, enabling all delegations, regardless of size and capacity, to participate equally, fully and meaningfully in proceedings. Some councillors identified safety concerns and additional costs associated with returning to accommodation after late-night meetings. 
4.3	Some councillors noted other aspects of good time management, highlighting the need for conference agendas to be circulated in good time, encouraging delegations to limit the length of their statements and calling for meetings held in parallel to be avoided. One councillor suggested that the points raised in resolves of the draft resolution be incorporated into training for chairs of conferences and meetings. 
4.4	While welcoming the proposal and attendant benefits in principle, other councillors underscored the need for flexibility and practicality, noting that prolonged, late-night discussions were sometimes necessary at treaty-making conferences; restrictions should not be placed on the ability of delegations to represent their governments. It was premature to consider adopting the resolution at the current time. Further discussions on the draft resolution were needed, ideally within CWG-FHR. One councillor pointed out that the language used in the draft resolution already provided for flexibility in implementation. 
4.5	Responding to a question, a representative of the Legal Affairs Unit explained that the Council could adopt resolutions in which it encouraged consistent time management practices as part of its role in supporting the efficient functioning and coordination of ITU assemblies and conferences. It could not, however, pass resolutions that served to amend the General Rules of conferences, assemblies and meetings of the Union.
4.6	The Chair invited interested Member States to hold informal consultations, with a view to arriving at a revised draft resolution, taking into account councillors' comments.
5	Problems systematically encountered in obtaining Swiss entry visas for Russian Federation delegates (Document C26/77)
5.1	Having received the support of a councillor, the observer for the Russian Federation presented the contribution contained in Document C26/77, in which attention was drawn to the problems repeatedly faced by delegates of the Russian Federation in obtaining Swiss entry visas to participate in ITU meetings held in Geneva. Practical solutions on the part of the host country and General Secretariat were needed to ensure that delegates of the Russian Federation could participate fully, equally and without hindrance in the work of the Union.
5.2	One councillor said that, pursuant to the provisions of the ITU Constitution and Convention, all Member States had an equal right to participate in ITU meetings, conferences and assemblies without discrimination. Based on that principle, any measures that hindered delegates' participation for political or other reasons were prohibited.
5.3	The councillor from Switzerland said that his country took very seriously its commitments as host country of ITU, and it made every effort to facilitate the entry to Switzerland of delegations travelling to Geneva to participate in multilateral discussions and diplomacy. Following the suspension in 2022 of the bilateral visa facilitation agreement between Switzerland and the Russian Federation, however, Russian Federation diplomatic passport holders travelling on official duty to Switzerland —including to attend international meetings and conferences, participate in peace and security talks or take up employment in international organizations or diplomatic missions— were now required to obtain an entry visa. Those visas were issued in accordance with the Schengen acquis and limited to events falling within the scope of the host country's international obligations. Whenever necessary, the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs authorized stays in Switzerland for Russians travelling on official duty. At least eight working days were required to process visa applications owing to Schengen acquis requirements. An external supplier processed visas for travellers from many countries, including the Russian Federation; however, delegates participating in an official capacity in international meetings and conferences could submit visa applications directly to a Swiss embassy or consulate, without an appointment, provided that their visa application was accompanied by a note verbale from a ministry of foreign affairs or invitation from an international organization. The Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the United Nations Office and to the other international organisations in Geneva remained at Member States' disposal to provide assistance wherever possible.
5.4	The Deputy Secretary-General said that the General Secretariat worked in close collaboration with the host country, which provided support and assistance and responded swiftly to individual visa matters brought to its attention. On receipt of the contribution from the Russian Federation, he had contacted the Permanent Mission of Switzerland directly and had been assured of its continued efforts to facilitate the issuance of visas for delegates participating in ITU meetings, assemblies and conferences.
5.5	The Council noted the information contained in Document C26/77.
6	Report by the Chair of the Council Working Group on Languages (CWG-LANG) and four-year report of CWG-LANG 
(Documents C26/12 and C26/13)
	Draft revision of Council Resolution 1386 (C17, last amended C25), on the ITU Coordination Committee for Terminology, and draft revision of Resolution 154 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Document C26/87+Add.1)
6.1	The Chair of the Council Working Group on languages (CWG-LANG) introduced Document C26/12, which summarized the outcomes of the 17th meeting of CWG-LANG, and Document C26/13, containing the group's four-year report. The proposed revisions to Resolution 154 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference and to Resolution 1386 (C17, last amended C25) of the Council, both annexed to Document C26/12, were intended to streamline language-related provisions across related resolutions of the Sectors but did not establish new obligations, create additional translation requirements or have any additional budgetary implications. CWG-LANG had agreed that participation in its work should be opened to all ITU members, including regional telecommunication organizations (RTOs), Sector Members and Academia, through a proposed revision to Council Resolution 1372 (C15, last amended C24), as contained in the annex to Document C26/12.
6.2	Having received the support of a councillor, the observer for the Russian Federation introduced Document C26/87 and Addendum 1 thereto, setting out a proposed revision of Resolution 1386 (C17, last amended C25) that was substantively the same as that contained in Document C26/12 but for one terminological change in resolves 1, which reflected further discussions within the Coordination Committee for Terminology and the Inter-Sector Coordination Group on issues of mutual interest.
6.3	Councillors and an observer welcomed the work of CWG-LANG and its Chair and Vice-Chairs, paying particular tribute to Ms Blanca González, who would soon retire after many years of dedicated work within the ITU family. Multilingualism and the use of the six official languages of the Union on an equal footing were a cornerstone of inclusivity in its work. The use of innovative technologies to increase productivity and reduce costs in language services was welcome but should not come at the expense of quality or reliability; such technologies should complement human expertise, not replace it. In particular, several councillors expressed the view that artificial intelligence (AI)-powered interpretation, while useful, was not yet sufficiently advanced to be suitable for formal meetings or treaty-making conferences. The secretariat was nonetheless encouraged to continue seeking efficiencies by further testing and exploring of that and other options, such as remote simultaneous interpretation and the use of qualified local and regional interpreters for meetings held away from headquarters. Greater involvement of RTOs in the work of CWG-LANG could be beneficial in that regard. One councillor encouraged the secretariat to adhere strictly to the principles set out in Resolution 154 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022); to apply the same standards to all discussions on official agenda items; and to make the necessary interpreting arrangements in advance for formal meetings and any additional sessions. Another councillor enquired about the time limits set on the work of conference interpreters. A third stressed the importance of full multilingual access to ITU content, including the Union's website; in that regard, the use of machine translation to increase the number of webpages available in multiple languages was generally welcomed.
6.4	Councillors expressed broad support for the proposed revisions to resolutions of the Plenipotentiary Conference and the Council. One, speaking on behalf of an RTO that had no permanent executive body, suggested that, in Resolution 1372 (C15, last amended C24), resolves 1 should be altered to refer simply to CWG-LANG being "open to all members of the Union", which would enable any RTO to designate a representative to participate in the group's work.
6.5	Several councillors expressed support for the proposed revision of Resolution 1386 (C17, last amended C25) set out in Document C26/87.
6.6	The Council noted Document C26/12; approved the draft revision of Resolution 1386 (C17, last amended C25) contained in Document C26/87; approved the proposed revision of Resolution 1372 (C15, last amended C24) contained in Annex C to Document C26/12, with the additional amendment suggested to resolves 1; invited delegations to consider the proposed amendments to Resolution 154 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) when preparing contributions for submission to PP‑26; and agreed to transmit Document C26/13 to PP‑26, together with comments made during the Council's discussion.
7	ITU Internet activities: Resolutions 101, 102, 133, 180 and 206 
of the Plenipotentiary Conference (continued) 
(Documents C26/33 and C26/DT/4)
7.1	The Chair said that Document C26/DT/4 contained a package of documents concerning ITU Internet activities under Resolutions 101, 102, 133, 180 and 206 of the Plenipotentiary Conference for transmission to the United Nations Secretary-General. The package comprised the ITU Secretary-General's report to the 2026 session of the Council (Council-26) on the Union's activities under its Internet-related resolutions, contained in Document C26/33; written views submitted by Council Member States; and an extract from the official summary record of the fourth plenary meeting of Council-26 on the item, along with an explanatory covering letter.
7.2	The Council noted Document C26/DT/4 and approved the transmission of the package of documents contained in Document C26/DT/4 to the United Nations Secretary-General.
8	Implementation of Resolution 30 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on special measures for least developed countries, small island developing States, landlocked developing countries and countries with economies in transition (Document C26/74)
8.1	A representative of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) introduced Document C26/74, which outlined the progress achieved in implementing Resolution 30 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference during the period 2022-2025. Steady progress had been observed but significant digital divides persisted, with disaggregated data indicating rural, urban and gender divides and barriers including high connectivity costs. Implementation would continue to be guided by relevant international and institutional frameworks, including the Baku Declaration and Action Plan; Resolution 16 (Rev. Baku, 2025) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference; and global development agendas such as the Doha Programme of Action for LDCs for the Decade 2022-2031, the Awaza Programme of Action for LLDCs 2024-2034 and the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS.
8.2	Councillors expressed support for the work of the Union, in particular the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU‑D) and BDT, to support the digital development of the least developed countries (LDCs), small island developing States (SIDS), landlocked developing countries (LLDCs) and countries with economies in transition by delivering targeted and tailored technical assistance and taking steps to facilitate their meaningful participation in ITU meetings. One councillor highlighted the impact of the Smart Islands and Smart Villages initiative in her region and beyond; another emphasized the particular challenges faced by SIDS, where digital development was shaped by geography, climate vulnerability, infrastructure resilience, limited institutional capacity and dependence on external support, and commended efforts to move from pledges to implementation. Several councillors emphasized the importance of capacity-building and tackling barriers such as affordability, limited infrastructure, lack of digital skills and unequal access to meaningful connectivity. Efforts to support LDCs, SIDS, LLDCs and countries with economies in transition should continue, with a strengthened focus on resilient infrastructure, affordable and meaningful connectivity, emergency telecommunications, emerging technologies, evidence-based policy-making and digital inclusion.
8.3	One councillor encouraged the secretariat, in its future reporting under Resolution 30 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), to improve transparency, data disaggregation and impact analysis so as to give the Council clearer information on what results were being achieved, where implementation gaps remained, and how resources, including seed funding and partner support, were being allocated. Implementation of Resolution 30 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) should be closely linked to a strengthened ITU regional presence, supported by coordination among the three Sectors, collaboration with RTOs and cooperation with the wider United Nations system. Another councillor said that the Union should bolster its existing activities with specific structures to address the needs of LLDCs and SIDS.
8.4	The Director of BDT, responding to comments and questions, said that four LDCs had graduated to developing country status in recent years; of the 44 remaining, six were expected to graduate by 2029. After graduation, LDCs enjoyed a two- to three-year period of continued assistance and support aimed at ensuring a smooth transition. There was a strong correlation between LDC graduation and Internet connectivity. The Union's dedicated division cooperated closely with other United Nations entities, participating in various relevant international conferences, and with the World Trade Organization. LDCs, in particular, were vulnerable to external economic shocks, as well as natural disasters. Other ITU-D activities to support LDCs, SIDS, LLDCs and countries with economies in transition included issuing publications to provide information on connectivity, constraints and challenges and organizing matchmaking sessions under the Partner2Connect Digital Coalition to bring together donors and Member States at regional and international level, with many projects implemented to benefit the countries concerned. He emphasized in particular the value of South-South cooperation and sharing of expertise, information and best practices.
8.5	Document C26/74 was noted.
9	Statements by councillors and observers
9.1	The councillor from Mauritius announced his country's candidature for re-election to the Council.
9.2	The observers for Kazakhstan, Libya and Uzbekistan announced their countries' candidatures for election to the Council.
9.3	The observer for Uzbekistan further announced the candidature of Mr Sirojiddin Usmanov for election as a member of the Radio Regulations Board.
The Secretary-General:	The Chair:
D. BOGDAN-MARTIN	B. TIJANI
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