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	Subjects discussed
	Documents

	1
	Status report on assistance and support to Palestine (continued)
	C26/69

	2
	Update on the implementation of Council Resolution 1408 (C22, last amended C23), on assistance and support to Ukraine for rebuilding their telecommunication sector
	C26/68

	3
	Efforts to safeguard humanitarian telecommunications in conflicts and disasters
	C26/64

	4
	Report by the Chair of the Council Working Group for the strategic and financial plans 2028-2031, including the draft strategic plan for 2028-2031 (continued)
	C26/31+Add.1-2, C26/83

	5
	Statement by the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
	–

	6
	Draft four-year rolling operational plan for the Union for 
2027-2030 (continued)
	C26/28(Rev.1)

	7
	Statement by a councillor
	–





1	Status report on assistance and support to Palestine (continued) (Document C26/69)
1.1	Continuing discussion of the item, several councillors and one observer condemned the systematic destruction of telecommunication infrastructure and the imposition of restrictions on the telecommunication sector in Palestine. Such destruction had serious economic, social, health and humanitarian consequences. One councillor and two observers underscored the right of Palestinians to the full and effective use of telecommunication services and stressed that that right must not be undermined. One observer also emphasized the need for telecommunication infrastructure to be protected during military conflict, given its broad civilian role. Two councillors and one observer emphasized that the international community had a historic responsibility to support the reconstruction of the telecommunication sector in Palestine.
1.2	Many councillors and observers expressed support for ITU activities to implement Council Resolution 1424 (C24), in line with the principle of leaving no one behind. The status report contained in Document C26/69 reflected the importance of the Union's technical role in crisis situations and its capacity to coordinate a response in its areas of expertise. One councillor and one observer underscored the purely technical nature of ITU activities in Palestine.
1.3	The ITU's efforts to establish an intersectoral task force and a fund in trust, as well as the measures taken to facilitate Palestine's participation in the Union's work were praised.  Two councillors emphasized the importance of mobilizing sufficient resources for the fund to ensure tangible and swift reconstruction. Several councillors requested the secretariat to include clear timelines, priorities and key performance indicators in the implementation plan.
1.4	Some councillors encouraged ITU to continue to work closely with international organizations to secure sufficient support for reconstruction in Palestine. ITU should also continue its collaboration with international partners to assess the extent of the damage to telecommunication infrastructure in Palestine.
1.5	Emphasizing the gravity of the humanitarian situation in Palestine, one councillor called for the free and unhindered entry of humanitarian aid. An observer expressed support for the use of country code +970 for Palestine in order to ensure the reliable provision of telecommunication services.
1.6	Two councillors expressed support for the legitimate right of the Palestinian people to establish an independent, fully sovereign State with Jerusalem as its capital.
1.7	One councillor voiced support for the two-State solution, with both States living side by side in freedom and security, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, and emphasized that only a credible political solution could break the cycle of war and allow economic recovery. He also reiterated his country's opposition to colonization, as a violation of international law, as well as its support for both the New York Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine and the Implementation of the Two-State Solution and United Nations Security Council Resolution 2803 (2025).
1.8	A councillor and an observer noted that 4G services were expected to be launched in Palestine by July 2026 as a result of ongoing bilateral cooperation between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. Bilateral cooperation was the appropriate channel for addressing telecommunication issues. They cautioned against the politicization of the Council's work.
1.9	Many councillors underscored their countries' commitment to supporting the implementation of Resolution 1424 (C24). Reconstruction should respect international law, the territorial integrity of Palestine and the fundamental rights of the Palestinian people and should involve the full participation of the Palestinian Authority. One observer underscored that all parties must uphold their international responsibilities, including the responsibility to protect critical civilian infrastructure and ensure the continuation of vital services.
1.10	The councillor from the United States said that his country would continue to pursue tangible change through non-political expert exchanges to promote connectivity and digital opportunity.
1.11	Two councillors requested the secretariat to retain the item on the agenda of the Council at future sessions.
1.12	The observer for Israel said that various political statements had been made that presented an unbalanced view of regional complexities and distracted from the professional and technical mandate of ITU. The representative of the Palestinian Authority had chosen to speak on behalf of the Hamas terrorist organization, which exercised control over the population and infrastructure of Gaza and was preventing the implementation of Security Council Resolution 2803 (2025). Any concerns regarding civil and logistical operations in Gaza should be addressed to the Board of Peace established pursuant to that resolution.
1.13	The observer for the State of Palestine, speaking in right of reply granted pursuant to Resolution 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, said that delegations had been discussing, in an entirely non-political manner, how best to work together to alleviate the catastrophic humanitarian situation in the occupied Palestinian territories. The accusations levelled against the representative who had spoken on behalf of the State of Palestine were absurd. He wondered whether the observer for Israel thought that all Palestinians were terrorists, in that case. The impact of the multiple genocidal wars against the Palestinian people should not be forgotten; the international community must assume its ethical and moral responsibility to restore basic telecommunication services.
1.14	The councillor from the United States, raising a point of order, stated that the intervention by the observer for the State of Palestine had exceeded the scope of a right of reply under Resolution 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the Plenipotentiary Conference and amounted to a second intervention on the item.
1.15	The Director of the Regional Office for the Arab States said that ITU experts were drawing up an implementation plan in close collaboration with the Palestinian Authority. The plan would be further amended in light of the technical assessment of the extent of the damage. The secretariat welcomed the invitation to visit Palestine and would make the necessary arrangements in due course.
2	Update on the implementation of Council Resolution 1408 (C22, last amended C23), on assistance and support to Ukraine for rebuilding their telecommunication sector (Document C26/68)
2.1	The Head of the ITU Office for Europe introduced Document C26/68, which summarized ITU's actions since the 2025 session of the Council on assistance and support to Ukraine for rebuilding their telecommunication sector, in response to Resolution 1408 (C22, last amended C23), with a particular focus on monitoring and reporting, coordination mechanisms, technical assistance, mobilization of resources and capacity-building activities. The international community's engagement and support in the priority projects identified would be appreciated. He looked forward to the Ukraine Recovery Conference to be held in June 2026 and thanked all stakeholders that had provided financial means or support in kind.
2.2	The observer for Ukraine, speaking on behalf of 43 countries, delivered the statement available at: council.itu.int/2026/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2026/06/26.05.07-Ukraine_43
-Joint-Statement-PL7.pdf.
2.3	The councillor from Brazil delivered the statement available at: council.itu.int/2026/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2026/06/26.05.07-Brazil-statement-on-Ukraine-PL7.pdf.
2.4	The councillor from Italy, speaking on behalf of the European Union countries, delivered the statement available at: council.itu.int/2026/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2026/06/
26.05.07-Italy_EU-statement-on-Ukraine-PL7.pdf.
2.5	A number of councillors condemned in the strongest possible terms the unprovoked aggression against Ukraine by the Russian Federation, which violated international law and the Charter of the United Nations. They called on the Russian Federation to immediately cease its attacks, including on telecommunication and civilian infrastructure, and expressed their unwavering support for a just, comprehensive and lasting peace that respected Ukraine's sovereignty, territorial integrity, long-term security and independence. They praised ITU's important role in documenting the damage to Ukraine's telecommunication sector and building its resilience and capacity, and its active cooperation with the Government of Ukraine. One councillor emphasized that ITU's assistance to all Member States affected by conflict must be impartial, inclusive and proportional, and be guided by the Union's mandate as a technical organization.
2.6	The observer for the Russian Federation delivered the statement available at: council.itu.int/2026/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2026/06/26.05.07-E-Russian-Federation-statement-C26_68-PL7.pdf. 
2.7	The observer for Ukraine, having requested the floor in exercise of the right of reply, said that the detrimental effects to which the previous speaker had referred would cease once the Russian Federation ended its aggression against Ukraine. He also pointed out that the referenda conducted by the Russian Federation were illegal and that the territory of Ukraine was based on its internationally recognized borders. His country was not politicizing the issue; the Russian Federation was directly influencing the situation by attacking Ukraine's communication infrastructure.
2.8	A representative of the Legal Affairs Unit, responding to a point of order raised by one observer, said that the Rules of Procedure of the Council did not specifically provide for a right of reply for observer member states, and that Rule 7.3 established an exhaustive and limited framework for participation of observer member states. In the same manner, observer member states could not raise points of order in the Council, as such right is not specifically provided for in the Rules of Procedure. 
2.9	The Chair said that the interventions should be reflected in the summary record of the meeting.
2.10	The Council noted Document C26/68.
3	Efforts to safeguard humanitarian telecommunications in conflicts and disasters (Document C26/64)
3.1	The Chief of the Strategic Planning and Membership Department introduced Document C26/64, which outlined ITU's efforts to safeguard and facilitate public telecommunication networks and services since the adoption of a statement by ITU Member States at the 2025 world telecommunication development conference (WTDC-25) on recognition of the importance of public telecommunication networks and services to essential humanitarian services to be safeguarded and facilitated during armed conflicts and disasters. 
3.2	Councillors and observers welcomed the recognition of the critical role of telecommunication networks and services in saving lives, supporting emergency response and maintaining communication continuity during armed conflict and disasters. Access to emergency telecommunications should not be a privilege, and efforts were needed to ensure that the existing legal architecture was fully applied to support resilient communication systems, particularly for the most vulnerable. ITU's strengthened collaboration across the United Nations system and its support in developing national emergency telecommunication plans, building resilience and facilitating access to telecommunications for humanitarian purposes were appreciated. The sharing of best practices was essential to improve national emergency communication protocols, response and coordination. 
3.3	Other councillors agreed that, while the issues under discussion were of significant importance, they were highly complex and encompassed legal, humanitarian, technical and operational considerations. Although ITU had an important role to play within its mandate and expertise, it was not the appropriate forum to consider matters pertaining to international humanitarian law, armed conflict or civilian protection. Meaningful progress would be achieved through the involvement of a wide range of stakeholders with clearly defined roles, coordination across the wider United Nations system and beyond, and mobilization of existing frameworks and partnerships. One observer pointed out that some of the concepts in the statement adopted at WTDC-25 went beyond ITU's mandate; certain instructions therein to the Secretary-General were problematic and could lead to division. 
3.4	The councillor from the United States delivered the statement available at: council.itu.int/2026/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2026/06/26.05.07-USA-PL7.pdf.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]3.5	One observer underscored that efforts to safeguard telecommunication infrastructure during armed conflict and disasters must be undertaken with full respect for the territorial integrity and national sovereignty of Member States. She requested ITU to provide technical assistance for the reconstruction of ICT infrastructure in her country destroyed in recent attacks. Another observer said that telecommunication services should be considered a protected service. National and regional emergency plans should be aligned, and telecommunications should be part of early warning services. 
3.6	The Council noted Document C26/64 and requested the secretariat to take into account the comments thereon when preparing the report to the 2026 plenipotentiary conference (PP‑26).
4	Report by the Chair of the Council Working Group for the strategic and financial plans 2028-2031, including the draft strategic plan for 2028-2031 (continued) (Documents C26/31+Add.1 and 2 and C26/83)
4.1	The Chair of the Council Working Group for the strategic and financial plans 2028-2031 (CWG-SFP) said that, following informal consultations, some issues in the draft strategic plan, contained in the draft Annex 1 for the proposed revision of Resolution 71 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), had been resolved. The General Secretariat and the Bureaux would work together, in the run up to PP‑26, to further improve the text of targets 1.5, 1.6 and 1.7. He would continue his engagement with the regional groups with a view to expediting discussions at the conference.
4.2	Councillors agreed with the proposed approach. The draft strategic plan, as it currently stood, provided a solid foundation for discussions at PP‑26.
4.3	Pursuant to recommendations made by the chairs of CWG-SFP and the Council Working Group on financial and human resources (CWG-FHR) in Document C26/112, two councillors requested the secretariat to organize an ad hoc information session for Member States. In addition, the financial plan should include itemized monetary amounts for the expenses of each Bureau and the General Secretariat, as well as a detailed explanation of the budget process, as recommended by the working group chairs and by the Independent Management Advisory Committee.
4.4	One councillor emphasized the importance of using indicators that were specific, measurable and relevant and of ensuring coordination between the strategic, financial and operational plans. Another councillor underscored the importance of strategic and financial planning, as reflected by the level of commitment to discussions on the item.
4.5	Councillors said that they looked forward to engaging in further discussions on the draft strategic plan at PP‑26.
4.6	The Chair of CWG-SFP, responding to comments from councillors, said that Appendix B to draft Annex 1, which contained a table on the allocation of resources, would be updated once the draft financial plan for 2028-2031 had been approved. The secretariat would finalize the table in close collaboration with Member States at a consultation session.
4.7	The Council noted Document C26/31 and its Addenda; endorsed draft Annex 1, containing the draft strategic plan for 2028-2031, as well as draft Annexes 2 and 3, for transmission to the Plenipotentiary Conference, together with the proposed revision of Resolution 71 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022); and instructed the Secretary-General to organize an information session on the draft financial plan for 2028-2031 before PP‑26.
5	Statement by the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
5.1	The Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Mr Khaled El‑Enany, delivered the statement available at: council.itu.int/2026/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2026/06/26.05.07-UNESCO-DG-speech-PL7.pdf.
5.2	Councillors expressed strong support for the continued collaboration between UNESCO and ITU, given their highly complementary mandates across various areas. The leadership of UNESCO on capacity-building and on ethical development regarding artificial intelligence (AI), and its engagement in the World Summit on the Information Society 20-year review process, were particularly appreciated.
6	Draft four-year rolling operational plan for the Union 2027-2030 (continued) (Document C26/28(Rev.1))
6.1	The Chief of the Financial Resources Management Department introduced Document C26/28(Rev.1), which had been amended in the light of discussions earlier in the session. As ITU had not yet approved the strategic and financial plans for 2028-2031, pursuant to which the operational plans for 2028-2030 would be developed, the report now focused on the draft operational plan for the year 2027 and provided information on the five thematic priorities and 43 outputs identified in the 2024-2027 strategic plan. A draft resolution on the operational plan for the Union for 2027 was contained in annex to the document.
6.2	Councillors welcomed the alignment of the draft operational plan for 2027 with the 2024-2027 strategic and financial plans. More information on how resource allocation would translate into measurable developmental impact for Member States would be welcome. An appropriate balance should be maintained between administrative support and programme delivery, especially in ITU‑D, and the mobilization of extrabudgetary resources must remain aligned with Member State priorities and equitable across regions. Accountability and implementation oversight should continue to be strengthened. Two councillors observed that the current draft of the operational plan bore no resemblance to the versions discussed by the advisory groups of the three Sectors. CWG-FHR should consider how to improve the processes for preparing the document. 
6.3	The Council approved Document C26/28(Rev.1) and adopted the draft resolution contained in annex thereto. 
7	Statement by a councillor
7.1	The councillor from Uganda announced that his country would be standing for re‑election to the Council at PP‑26.
The Secretary-General:	The Chair:
D. BOGDAN-MARTIN	B. TIJANI
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