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	Subjects discussed
	Documents

	1
	Reports of the Chair of the Council Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society and Sustainable Development Goals
	C26/8, C26/10

	2
	Final and comprehensive report on ITU activities in implementing the WSIS outcomes and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
	C26/58

	3
	Report on the outcomes of the United Nations General Assembly WSIS 20-year overall review in 2025
	C26/59

	4
	Gap analysis on updating of Council Resolutions 1332 (C11, last amended C24) and 1334 (C11, last amended C23), Resolution 140 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, and the terms of reference of CWG-Internet in the light of the WSIS 20-year review outcomes
	C26/60, C26/93

	5
	ITU's contribution to the UN80 initiative
	C26/61

	6
	Status report on assistance and support to Palestine
	C26/69

	7
	Statements by observers
	–





1	Reports of the Chair of the Council Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society and Sustainable Development Goals (Documents C26/8 and C26/10)
1.1	The Chair of the Council Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) and Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) (CWG‑WSIS&SDG) introduced the report in Document C26/8, which summarized the main outcomes of the group's 43rd and 44th meetings. She also introduced the four-year report of CWG-WSIS&SDG, in Document C26/10, which contained links to summaries of the working group's six meetings since the 2022 plenipotentiary conference (PP‑22). The Council was invited to recommend to the Plenipotentiary Conference (Doha, 2026) (PP‑26) the continuation of CWG-WSIS&SDG for the next four-year period.
1.2	Councillors considered that the working group served as an important platform for monitoring progress, facilitating inclusive dialogue and providing guidance on ITU's contribution to the WSIS process and outcomes and implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and praised the chair for her leadership. They supported the continuation of its activities over the next four-year period. Some councillors suggested that the working group might focus on the development of practical guidance, clear deliverables and measurable indicators to better assess progress and impact.
1.3	The Council noted the reports in Documents C26/8 and C26/10 and agreed to transmit the report in Document C26/10, together with comments thereon, to PP‑26 for further consideration.
2	Final and comprehensive report on ITU activities in implementing the WSIS outcomes and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Document C26/58) 
2.1	A representative of the General Secretariat introduced Document C26/58, which contained the final and comprehensive report on ITU's activities in implementing the WSIS outcomes and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and outlined further activities. 
2.2	Councillors expressed strong support for ITU's important work and leadership in the implementation of the WSIS outcomes and the 2030 Agenda, including through the WSIS Forum, the Partner2Connect Digital Coalition (P2C), the WSIS Stocktaking platform and the permanent secretariat of the United Nations Group on the Information Society (UNGIS). One councillor said that a full assessment of the activities undertaken, including impact, financial implications, gaps and lessons learned, would have been useful, and the role and contribution of different member categories, including from the private sector, should have been more clearly identified. 
2.3	Councillors welcomed the further activities proposed that would help to address persistent challenges with respect to developing countries' digital transformation and inclusion and growing digital divides. Support was expressed, in particular, for the establishment of a task force to assess gaps in digital development funding for developing countries, and one councillor suggested that information on the level of Member State participation would be useful. Councillors also welcomed strengthened regional implementation, including with regional offices and organizations to ensure tangible national outcomes. While the WSIS Action Lines remained a relevant framework, their implementation must be underpinned by more user-friendly indicators, follow-up and monitoring mechanisms. One councillor welcomed the integration of the Global Digital Compact within the WSIS architecture. Other councillors, however, called for a carefully coordinated approach and coherence in that regard to avoid duplication and preserve WSIS as the multistakeholder framework for digital development that remained inclusive and responsive to the priorities of all Member States, particularly developing countries. One councillor, having expressed his country's support for a multistakeholder Internet governance model, highlighted the importance of cooperation by all stakeholders and clearly defined responsibilities. 
2.4	Another councillor was of the view that the further activities proposed should be considered carefully in the light of resource constraints. They should be clearly prioritized, and due consideration should be given to potential added value, efficient use of resources and tangible outcomes. 
2.5	One councillor described his country's engagement in the WSIS process, and another noted that her government had been contributing annually to the WSIS Fund in Trust since 2013.
2.6	The councillor from Italy, speaking on behalf of the European Union, expressed strong support for the 2030 Agenda and SDGs, and strongly supported ITU’s engagement in implementing the WSIS process. The European Union supported the Pact for the Future and the Global Digital Compact and stood ready to cooperate constructively with all stakeholders, including the private sector, which was not given appropriate recognition in the report. It remained committed to Council resolutions, including Resolution 1429 (C24), on ITU's role in facilitating the contribution of information and communication technologies (ICTs) to sustainability and climate action and to Resolution 70 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on mainstreaming a gender perspective in ITU and promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls through telecommunications/ICTs. 
2.7	Two councillors expressed their countries' support for the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs and reiterated their commitment to the Pact for the Future. Support was also expressed for ITU's role in facilitating the contribution of ICTs to sustainability and climate action, in addressing the empowerment of women and girls, and in ensuring gender equality through ICTs and environmental sustainability.
2.8	One councillor recalled that her country had disassociated itself from the Pact for the Future and its annexes at adoption. It viewed the 2030 Agenda as legally non-binding. It was the sovereign right of Member States to determine their own development priorities, in line with domestic legislation.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]2.9	The Council noted Document C26/58.
3	Report on the outcomes of the United Nations General Assembly WSIS 20‑year overall review in 2025 (Document C26/59) 
3.1	A representative of the General Secretariat introduced Document C26/59, which reported on the high-level meeting of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on the 20-year overall review of the implementation of WSIS outcomes (WSIS+20) held in December 2025, which had reaffirmed ITU's role in facilitating WSIS implementation. The annex to Document C26/59 set out paragraphs from the outcome document referencing ITU's engagement and activities in implementing the WSIS process. 
3.2	Councillors noted that the review of WSIS outcomes had provided valuable insights into progress made, gaps and priorities, and had reaffirmed the importance of the WSIS process as the United Nations central framework for advancing inclusive digital development. They welcomed the successful adoption of the outcome document, which had confirmed ITU's convening power and leading role. The renewed WSIS mandate should translate into tangible results and meaningful access and support for developing countries. ITU should maintain its leadership role, while ensuring that WSIS remained inclusive, development focused and consistent with the wider United Nations digital cooperation agenda. ITU's engagement and activities in implementing the WSIS process must be practical, resource efficient and aligned with existing mandates and frameworks. Several councillors underscored the importance of ensuring synergies, avoiding duplication and maintaining coherence across ongoing processes to preserve the strength of the existing multilateral framework. 
3.3	One councillor underscored the importance of institutional continuity to prevent fragmentation in digital cooperation and noted ITU's central role in the process. Another councillor called on the secretariat to provide further details on the activities it was already undertaking, including as permanent secretariat of UNGIS.
3.4	A further councillor highlighted the need to establish tangible, predictable and unconditional financing mechanisms to build national capacity for sovereign digital infrastructure. She also emphasized the importance of technology transfer and capacity building to achieve digitalization for all. 
3.5	The Council noted Document C26/59.
4	Gap analysis on updating of Council Resolutions 1332 (C11, last amended C24) and 1334 (C11, last amended C23), Resolution 140 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) 
of the Plenipotentiary Conference and the Terms of Reference 
of CWG-Internet in the light of the WSIS 20-year review outcomes (Documents C26/60 and C26/93) 
4.1	A representative of the General Secretariat introduced Document C26/60, which presented the gap analysis prepared by the secretariat on updating Council Resolutions 1332 (C11, last amended C24) and 1334 (C11, last amended C23), Resolution 140 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference and the terms of reference of the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues (CWG-Internet) in the light of WSIS+20 outcomes. The outcome document of the WSIS+20 review had identified a number of ITU activities to be pursued within existing mandates, and the gaps identified therefore related to clarity, specificity and updated terminology.
4.2	Having received the support of three councillors, the observer for the Russian Federation introduced Document C26/93, in which it was proposed that Council update Resolution 1332 (C11, last amended C24) at the current session to reflect the WSIS+20 outcomes, including the need for ITU to report to the Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) at its 30th session, which would be held before the 2027 session of the Council (Council-27).
4.3	Numerous councillors welcomed the gap analysis. Although the WSIS+20 outcome document did not establish any new mandates for ITU, there was a need to align Resolutions 1332 (C11, last amended C24) and 1334 (C11, last amended C23) and Resolution 140 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) with the WSIS+20 outcomes and emerging digital priorities; timely updates to the relevant texts would improve clarity and operational relevance. One councillor suggested that priorities such as digital inclusion and bridging the digital divide should also be addressed. Several councillors underscored the need for a more specific focus on the use and impact of emerging technologies, such as artificial intelligence (AI), including in the context of telecommunications and ICTs, pointing out that discussions thereon needed to be inclusive, human-centred and based on multilateral cooperation. One councillor also called for enhanced capacity building and technology transfer in such areas as digital public infrastructure and data governance. 
4.4	One councillor said that strengthened reporting on WSIS implementation should be implemented within existing resources and another asked whether there would be additional reporting obligations on Member States. It was also suggested that performance indicators concerning ITU's implementation of the WSIS+20 requests for action should be developed. 
4.5	One councillor said that, while the gap analysis had been requested by two Council working groups, any revisions to the relevant resolutions or terms of reference of working groups should be contribution-driven and member-led. It was for the Union's governing bodies to establish any new mandate for ITU. She therefore did not support any inference in the gap analysis that the scope of ITU's work should be expanded to various topics mentioned in the outcome document.
4.6	Another councillor said that his country was concerned that the gap analysis did not fully reflect the WSIS+20 outcomes. It included areas such as data governance, safety and trust that had not been identified as areas of engagement for ITU but had failed to include a number of areas of engagement for ITU set out in the WSIS+20 outcome document, such as the establishment of an internal task force. Noting the different views expressed, he said that there were more details to be considered in preparation for PP‑26.
4.7	Two councillors considered that review of Resolution 1332 (C11, last amended C24) was a correct and timely step to be undertaken at the current Council session, which was the last one before the CSTD meeting in 2027. Several other councillors, however, considered that it would be premature to consider any changes to the relevant Council resolutions or the terms of reference of any council working groups before PP‑26 had considered Resolutions 102 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) and 140 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022). Resolutions 1332 (C11, last amended C24) and 1334 (C11, last amended C23) could then be updated by Council-27, if necessary. One councillor observed that the gaps identified related only to specificity and clarity and would not therefore impede ITU's implementation of the WSIS+20 outcomes before PP‑26. Several councillors suggested that Document C26/60 and the contribution in Document C26/93 should be noted and taken into consideration by Member States in their preparations for PP‑26. Another councillor was of the view that the terms of reference of CWG-Internet did not require revision. 
4.8	One councillor suggested that the secretariat might continue to refine the gap analysis to make it more operational and actionable under the guidance of the Council. Such an approach could help to ensure greater clarity on priorities and next steps.
4.9	The Council noted the gap analysis contained in Document C26/60 and the contribution in Document C26/93 and instructed the Secretary-General to update the gap analysis in Document C26/60, in the light of the discussions, for submission to PP‑26.
5	ITU's contribution to the UN80 Initiative (Document C26/61)
5.1	The Chief of the Strategic Planning and Membership Department (SPM) introduced Document C26/61, which presented an overview of the Union's contribution to and engagement with the UN80 Initiative (UN80). Since publication of the document, UNGA had adopted a resolution on the creation, implementation and review of mandates, and the United Nations Secretary-General had issued a progress report on the implementation of UN80. The secretariat acknowledged that any recommendations for organizational reform would need to be assessed against the Union’s mandate, regulatory framework and institutional processes.
5.2	Several councillors highlighted the importance and timeliness of UN80, given the need to adapt the United Nations system to meet modern challenges by optimizing administrative functions, reducing costs and improving effectiveness.
5.3	Councillors expressed appreciation for the constructive and visible role played by ITU in UN80, in particular its leadership of specific work packages, especially Work Packages 8 and 15, and within the Steering Committee. One councillor highlighted the lessons that could be learned from the Union's own experience of promoting transformation and operational excellence. He also encouraged ITU to take inspiration from the cross-system work of organizations such as the United Nations International Computing Centre. Another councillor emphasized that ITU could make a unique contribution to the UN80 process.
5.4	Several councillors welcomed Work Package 15, which would help unify services and eliminate silos across the United Nations system. One councillor highlighted the creation of the expertise-on-demand mechanism under Work Package 8 and its potential to help identify competitive advantages and avoid duplication among agencies on the ground. Another councillor praised the Union's contribution in other Work Package areas, such as the creation of joint knowledge hubs, service-wide data commons and training initiatives. To achieve the 2030 Agenda and enhance the impact of United Nations activities, a combined approach of institutional reform, digital transformation and improved knowledge was essential.
5.5	One councillor noted that UN80 had yet to be formally approved by United Nations Member States. Discussions at the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development and UNGA would be crucial in determining the direction and scope of United Nations initiatives.
5.6	One councillor asked how Work Package 15 would translate into tangible benefits for Member States, in particular by supporting digital transformation and enhancing the delivery of United Nations services at regional level. Two councillors said that they would welcome information on how the secretariat would ensure a balance between ITU reform and UN80 activities. Another councillor wondered how ITU activities under Work Packages 8 and 15, especially the planned initial pilots, would be embedded into the strategic plan.
5.7	Several councillors wondered what impact the UN80 trend towards regional consolidation would have on the ITU regional presence. They encouraged the secretariat to discuss any proposed reforms in that area with Member States before implementing them. 
5.8	Two councillors wondered about the impact of the planned expertise-on-demand mechanism, specifically whether it was expected to replace the regional offices and whether it would vary depending on whether a Member State hosted an ITU office. One councillor asked how ITU intended to ensure continued support to developing countries in project preparation.
5.9	The councillor from South Africa recalled that most of the ITU membership was satisfied with the current ITU regional presence, which was considered to deliver tangible value. While the membership would welcome practical improvements, structural overhaul was not necessary. ITU should therefore avoid restructuring its offices prematurely in the face of pressure from UN80.
5.10	One councillor and one observer said that they would welcome figures on the cost savings achieved through UN80 reforms.
5.11	The councillor from Australia said that reforms could help reduce duplication, promote efficiencies and enhance impact. In that connection, his country was in favour of increasing the ITU regional presence in the Pacific region.
5.12	One councillor requested the secretariat to provide a timeline of actions required from Member States with regard to UN80. One councillor and one observer encouraged further reporting on the progress of reforms, including benchmarks, timelines, the influence of specialized agencies, and the impact of the United Nations digital governance approach on Geneva-based agencies.
5.13	One observer emphasized that all proposals emanating from UN80 must be subject to approval by the ITU governing bodies. He encouraged the secretariat to include the Independent Management Advisory Committee in the UN80 process, given its valuable input on reform proposals. Reforms to enhance internal oversight within the United Nations system and mainstream best practices should also be considered, especially in the light of the systemic complexities faced by specialized agencies.
5.14	The Chief Information Officer, responding to questions from councillors, said that the aim of Work Package 15 was to reduce fragmentation and further improve access to shared digital services, which were already used by most agencies. Activities under the work package were evidence-based and guided by insights into overall spend on ICTs. Building on existing models, such as the United Nations International Computing Centre, the reform would be implemented through a phased approach, prioritizing standardized services, while mission-specific services would remain the purview of the specialized agencies. Any savings made would be redirected towards innovation and problem-solving.
5.15	Under Work Package 15, ITU was providing strategic leadership to ensure a tangible impact across regions, in particular on reforms involving the use of AI in conferences and the development of a platform for enhancing access to talent and expertise. Such activities were strongly aligned with the ITU digital transformation strategy and would support the goal of expanding regional digital capabilities. 
5.16	The Chief of SPM, responding to questions and comments from councillors and one observer, said that, since the launch of the specialized agency cluster in March 2025, ITU had made clear that the specialized agencies had their own constitutions, mandates and governing bodies, which would guide all reform efforts. ITU had invested no additional financial resources in the reform, and all reform activities were carried out by staff members as part of their existing work. The reforms were in fact expected to generate cost savings.
5.17	Responding to a question from an observer, she said that the activities under Work Packages 7, 8 and 15 did not need governing body approval as they required no additional financial resources and would produce purely administrative tools.
5.18	The Council noted Document C26/61.
6	Status report on assistance and support to Palestine (Document C26/69)
6.1	The Director of the Regional Office for the Arab States introduced Document C26/69, which provided a status report on assistance and support to Palestine. He highlighted the extensive damage to ICT infrastructure in the State of Palestine and the actions taken over the previous year to support reconstruction. As part of the transition from monitoring towards active implementation readiness, ITU had established a comprehensive implementation plan and was carrying out a technical assessment to guide future interventions on the ground. It had also made preparations for holding a pledging roundtable to link projects to international donors. In addition, it had supported policy reform in the State of Palestine, initiated the creation of a digital skills assessment and a digital innovation profile, worked to facilitate the delivery of satellite equipment to support humanitarian efforts and supported the continued participation of the State of Palestine in the Union's work through fellowships. While the pledging roundtable and the on-site assessment had been postponed owing to the regional security situation, ITU remained ready to carry out those activities once possible.
6.2	Ms Alwahidi, Deputy Minister for Telecommunications and Digital Economy, State of Palestine, delivered the statement available at: council.itu.int/2026/wp-content/uploads/
sites/6/2026/06/26.05.06-E-Palestine-statement-PL6.pdf.
6.3	Many councillors recognized the widespread destruction of critical telecommunication infrastructure in Palestine. Such destruction not only generated economic losses but also undermined the right of Palestinians to remain connected. Digital connectivity was also essential for humanitarian coordination and the delivery of essential services, as well as for socio-economic development. One councillor said that the impact of such destruction appeared to be intentional.
6.4	Many councillors expressed support for the Union's efforts to implement Council Resolution 1424 (C24), which aligned with its mandate and embodied the collective will for action. The shift from monitoring towards active implementation was welcomed, and appreciation was expressed for efforts to ensure the participation of Palestine in ITU activities. The full and effective implementation of the resolution was essential to support the reconstruction of the telecommunication sector in Palestine.
6.5	Several councillors expressed support for the establishment of the fund in trust, which would help channel pledges and voluntary contributions towards priority projects. One councillor emphasized the need to establish a clear governance structure, use criteria and a project roadmap for the fund and to report regularly to the Council on its progress. Another councillor called for clear timelines to be included in an implementation plan for ITU activities in Palestine.
6.6	Many councillors noted that, while the ceasefire had brought some stability, the humanitarian situation in Palestine remained catastrophic, with millions of people displaced and homeless. The rapid, safe and unhindered delivery of humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip was essential, and United Nations agencies must be allowed to carry out their work independently and impartially. Two councillors reiterated that the timely entry of critical communication equipment, including maintenance materials, fuel and energy, into Palestine must also be guaranteed. In that connection, another councillor encouraged the secretariat to respond positively to the requests made by Palestine, which were humanitarian in nature.
6.7	Two councillors noted that key frequency bands for 4G network deployment remained unavailable. ITU should support the deployment of those networks. 
6.8	One councillor welcomed ITU collaboration with partners, including the World Bank and the United Nations, to assess the extent of the damage to telecommunication infrastructure in Palestine. ITU was encouraged to coordinate further with international partners and with the Palestinian Authority to accelerate the implementation of priority projects in Palestine. Some councillors emphasized the need for ITU experts to visit Palestine to assess the situation on the ground, given the limited impact of activities to support the Palestinian telecommunication sector thus far. Emphasizing the need for additional resources to fund such activities, two councillors said that the international community had a moral and political responsibility in that regard. Member States that had provided such support were praised.
6.9	Many councillors described their countries' efforts to support reconstruction and development in Palestine, in particular by making pledges through P2C. They stood ready to work with ITU in pursuit of those aims. Many councillors also expressed support for the implementation of the Comprehensive Plan to End the Gaza Conflict contained in United Nations Security Council Resolution 2803 (2025).
6.10	The Chair said that consideration of the item would continue at the following plenary meeting.
7	Statements by observers
7.1	The observer for Botswana announced that his country would be submitting the candidature of Ms Basebi Mosinyi for election as member of the Radio Regulations Board.
7.2	The observer for the Dominican Republic announced that her country would be standing for election to the Council at PP‑26.
The Secretary-General	The Chair:
D. BOGDAN-MARTIN	B. TIJANI
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