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1	Preparations for the 2026 plenipotentiary conference (Document C26/4)
[bookmark: _Hlk201404443]1.1	The Chief of the Strategic Planning and Membership Department (SPM) introduced Document C26/4, which informed the Council of the status of preparations for the organization of the 2026 plenipotentiary conference (PP-26), scheduled to take place in Doha, Qatar, on 9-27 November 2026.
1.2	An ITU team had conducted a second site visit in November 2025 and had been satisfied with the readiness of the venue, accommodation, and security and logistics arrangements. Coordination between ITU and the host country was ongoing, and the host country agreement was expected to be finalized shortly. Internal preparations were also advancing as planned. The Mobile World Congress would be held concurrently with PP-26, on 8-11 November, and would present opportunities for synergies and engagement with the wider community.
1.3	The General Secretariat was monitoring security developments in the Middle East, in close cooperation with the host country, and was following the guidance issued by the United Nations Department of Safety and Security in that regard. A further assessment would be conducted four months before the event and, if necessary, the Council would be convened to discuss the situation.
1.4	Mr Al-Muslemani (President, Communications Regulatory Authority, Qatar), Chair-designate of PP-26, said that his country looked forward to hosting PP-26 and remained firmly committed to delivering a safe, secure and well-managed event. Qatar was working closely with regional counterparts to monitor the security situation and had implemented comprehensive security measures, in line with global best practices. Daily life and services in Doha were continuing as normal. Qatar would continue to engage proactively with the General Secretariat and participants to provide reassurance and support.
1.5	A short video showcasing Qatar and the conference venue was shown. An observer for Qatar gave a presentation on logistical arrangements for PP-26. Responding to a question from a councillor, she said that delegates were eligible for a higher-entry permit that eliminated the need for additional visas, simplifying entry requirements. The application process was fully online, and the permit was issued free of charge.
1.6	Councillors took the floor to thank the Government of Qatar for its offer to host PP-26 and its commendable preparations. It was hoped that the outcomes of the event would be grounded in consensus and would provide clear strategic guidance.
1.7	Several councillors praised the close cooperation between Qatar and the General Secretariat in preparing for PP-26. In particular, the efforts made by the host country to ensure the safety, accessibility and smooth conduct of the event inspired confidence in its ability to adapt to the evolving security situation in the region.
1.8	Two councillors expressed support for the secretariat's proposal to review the security situation four months before PP-26 was due to be held. One councillor encouraged the secretariat to consider providing flexible means of participation to ensure inclusivity.
1.9	One councillor underscored the importance of ensuring the timely convening of the Plenipotentiary Conference, given its role as the highest authority within ITU. Two councillors encouraged the secretariat to share the host country agreement as soon as it had been finalized.
1.10	Several councillors praised the inclusive and transparent preparation process for PP‑26, highlighting the role of regional and interregional consultations in strengthening regional cohesion and improving the effectiveness of global dialogue. The conference provided a critical opportunity to reaffirm the collective commitment to achieving universal connectivity and sustainable digital transformation. The concurrent scheduling of the Mobile World Congress would further help enrich dialogue and engagement between the public and private sectors.
1.11	The observer for Cabo Verde emphasized the importance of PP-26 as an opportunity to focus on collective action to enhance infrastructure resilience and build sustainable, secure and inclusive digital infrastructure and capacity, which was of particular importance to developing countries, including small island developing States (SIDS).
1.12	The Chief of SPM, responding to comments from councillors, said that the General Secretariat was considering when to hold the third interregional preparatory meeting for PP‑26, given that it was currently scheduled to be held during the 2026 World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF-26), which might be postponed. A decision would be made in the light of the outcomes of the second interregional preparatory meeting, which had been held that day. She reassured councillors that the secretariat would share information about any changes to the arrangements for PP-26 as soon as possible.
1.13	The Secretary-General commended the administration of Qatar and the Chair designate for their active engagement with the secretariat, Member States and regional telecommunication organizations to ensure the success of PP-26.
1.14	The Council noted the report on preparations for PP-26 in Document C26/4.
2	Preparations for the 2027 radiocommunication assembly and the 2027 world radiocommunication conference (Document C26/6)
2.1	The Deputy to the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) introduced Document C26/6 and briefed the Council on the preparatory work for the 2027 radiocommunication assembly (RA-27) and the 2027 world radiocommunication conference (WRC-27), which would be held in Shanghai, China, from 11 October to 12 November 2027, followed immediately by the first session of the conference preparatory meeting for the subsequent WRC (CPM31-1). The host country had put forward Ms Zhu Keer, Director General of its State Radio Monitoring Center, as WRC-27 Chair designate. 
2.2	The councillor from China expressed gratitude to the Union and its Member States for entrusting the hosting of WRC-27 to Shanghai, a city defined by its openness, innovation and inclusiveness and one that stood at the forefront of China's radiocommunication development. No effort would be spared to ensure the success of the conference. 
2.3	The Council viewed a short video showcasing the attractions of Shanghai and the work being done to prepare the conference venue and facilities. 
2.4	Councillors expressed appreciation to the Government of China for hosting RA-27 and WRC-27, the results of which would shape global communications for years to come. Given the breadth and complexity of the WRC agenda, effective time management would be vital in ensuring efficient and productive deliberations. WRC-27 would provide a critical opportunity for the international radiocommunication community to discuss emerging technologies, which must be supported by effective spectrum management. Several councillors underscored the importance of regional and interregional preparatory activities in ensuring an inclusive and transparent process. Another, noting that much of the agenda related to space and satellite communications, underscored the need for continuous support to developing countries in the preparatory process, particularly through capacity building and technical assistance, to facilitate balanced and effective outcomes, while a third stressed the need for practical support in matters such as obtaining visas.
2.5	Several councillors emphasized the importance of guaranteeing that privileges and immunities  are ensured, in accordance with the Convention on the Immunities and Privileges of the Specialized Agencies of the United Nations of 1947 and sought assurance that there would be no interference by the authorities or limitations in the operational or other activities of delegates or staff throughout their stay in the host country. The host country agreement should include explicit commitments in that regard. A number of councillors also stressed the need to ensure the broadest possible participation by governments and industry from all regions.
2.6	The Director of BR, responding to comments, said that due note would be taken of the concerns expressed. As a signatory to the 1947 Convention, the host country was bound by its provisions. The process of negotiating the host country agreement would continue, with direct talks between the BR and the General Secretariat  and the host country authorities; it was hoped that the agreement could be signed before PP-26. Once signed, it would be published.
2.7	The Council noted the progress of preparations for RA-27, WRC-27 and CPM31-1.
3	Statements by councillors and observers on interference with satellite communications
3.1	The councillor from Poland, speaking on behalf of nine countries in the Europe region and supported by 24 others, delivered the statement available at: council.itu.int/2026/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2026/06/26.04.30-Poland_EU-Interferences-statement-PL3.pdf. 
3.2	Two other councillors expressed support for his comments.
3.3	The observer for the Russian Federation delivered the statement available at: council.itu.int/2026/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2026/06/26.04.30-E-Russian-Federation-statement-PL3.pdf.
4	Preparations for the 2026 World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Document C26/5+Add.1)
4.1	A representative of the General Secretariat introduced Document C26/5, which informed the Council of the status of preparations for the organization of the 2026 World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF-26), scheduled to take place in Nassau, the Bahamas, on 9-11 June 2026, with the Strategic Dialogue on 8 June 2026.
4.2	Preparations for the event were proceeding according to schedule, and coordination with the host country was ongoing. The secretariat was continuing to make sustained formal and informal efforts, including through the regional offices, to promote the forum and support broad in-person and remote participation.
4.3	The councillor from Brazil, speaking on behalf of the Chair of the Informal Expert Group on WTPF-26, provided an overview of the group's activities in preparation for WTPF-26, which had included four formal meetings and a sustained programme of informal consultations across five thematic areas. The draft Opinions produced by the group would provide a solid foundation for productive discussions at WTPF-26. He thanked the participants for their engagement and the General Secretariat for its support.
4.4	The councillor from the Bahamas, also Chair designate of WTPF-26, introduced Addendum 1 to Document C26/5, which contained a communication regarding the host country agreement.
4.5	WTPF-26 presented an opportunity for inclusive dialogue on important policy issues that would be central to the future of digital development, especially in developing countries. As a SIDS, the Bahamas hoped to bring greater visibility, in the run up to PP-26, to the unique priorities and realities of SIDS.
4.6	While preparations for WTPF-26 were well under way, the current confirmed number of participants fell well short of the estimates on which the preparations had been based, which generated significant operational and financial risks for his country. After much consideration, the Bahamas had proposed that WTPF-26 be rescheduled to 2-4 September 2026, with the Strategic Dialogue on 1 September, to allow delivery of an appropriately scaled event that met the Union's expectations. The proposed dates would also create an opportunity for more meaningful interregional dialogue on the forum's outcomes in the context of the regional common proposals for PP‑26.
4.7	The inconvenience caused, in particular to those delegations that had already made arrangements for the June dates, was regrettable. His delegation stood ready to engage with Member States to resolve their concerns. The Bahamas remained committed to delivering a successful, well-attended, in-person event.
4.8	Councillors expressed appreciation to the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the Informal Expert Group and the General Secretariat for the drafting of the Secretary-General's report and associated Opinions, which provided an avenue for building consensus on issues that would also be discussed at PP-26. Applauding the generosity and extraordinary efforts of the host country to prepare for WTPF-26, several councillors expressed support for the proposal to postpone the event as a reasonable and responsible approach. One councillor emphasized the importance of preserving the value of the extensive preparations already carried out.
4.9	Some councillors, while expressing sympathy with the host country, voiced concern that the proposed new dates could lead to lower participation, especially as the proposed dates immediately preceded the final PP-26 preparatory meeting for the Europe region.
4.10	The councillor from Brazil, recalling that the secretariat had opted against his country's offer to host the Global Symposium for Regulators in September 2026, on the grounds that too many events were already being held that month, expressed concern that the postponement of WTPF-26 to September would therefore have a negative impact on that or other events.
4.11	Some councillors highlighted the busy ITU event calendar —and the associated cost burdens for ITU and Member States— and called for the rationalization of events. Lessons should also be learned from the situation at hand when it came to determining demand for future events. One councillor reiterated that the situation should not be allowed to set a precedent, given the importance of advance planning to Member States. Another councillor encouraged the host country to work closely with those delegations that had already made travel arrangements for the June dates.
4.12	A representative of the General Secretariat, responding to comments from some councillors, said that the proposed postponement was an exceptional case. The proposed new dates had been selected following careful consideration of the ITU event calendar. Every effort would be made to ensure that no participants faced undue hardship as a result of the postponement. The secretariat would take on board the comments regarding the need to rationalize the event calendar.
4.13	The Council noted the report in Document C26/5; approved the new dates of 2‑4 September 2026 for WTPF-26 and 1 September 2026 for the Strategic Dialogue; and agreed to revise decides 1 of Decision 641 (C24, last amended C25) as well as its Annex 2 accordingly.
4.14	The Secretary-General praised the dedicated work of the Informal Expert Group. The draft Opinions offered valuable guidance to policy-makers navigating an increasingly complex technological landscape. Expressing appreciation to the Bahamas for its active engagement with the secretariat and the ITU membership, she said that the secretariat would continue to work closely with the country to ensure the success of WTPF-26.
5	Report by the Chair of the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues (Document C26/51)
5.1	The Vice-Chair of the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues (CWG-Internet) introduced Document C26/51, which summarized the main results of the group's 22nd and 23rd meetings. 
5.2	Councillors welcomed the invaluable work of CWG-Internet, which demonstrated efficient and inclusive cooperation among members and stakeholders. One called for developing country priorities to be a central focus of the Union's contribution to the World Summit on the Information Society 20-year review process and urged the secretariat to ensure that relevant materials were available well in advance of PP-26. Another, emphasizing the need for coordination with other organizations so as to avoid duplication of effort, highlighted the contribution that CWG-Internet made to developing international policy-related issues to promote an inclusive and resilient Internet environment for Member States. 
5.3	Document C26/51 was noted.
6	Four-year report of the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues (Documents C26/52, C26/94, C26/99 and C26/101(Rev.1))
6.1	The Vice-Chair of CWG-Internet introduced Document C26/52, which summarized the main results of all CWG-Internet meetings held from October 2023 to January 2026. 
6.2	The councillor from Saudi Arabia, introducing the multicountry contribution contained in Document C26/99 on behalf of seven countries, said that the focus of CWG-Internet since PP‑22 had been on open consultations. The proposal set out in Document C26/99 aimed to reinforce the adoption of practical and pragmatic outcomes on Internet-related issues, enhance the linkage between open consultations and substantive outputs, and encourage the adoption of outputs such as summaries, key findings and guidelines to support the work of the Council. The Council was invited to annex the contribution to the four-year report of CWG-Internet. 
6.3	The councillor from South Africa introduced the multicountry contribution contained in Document C26/101(Rev.1) on behalf of four countries. It outlined recurring challenges faced by CWG-Internet, including difficulties in reaching consensus on consultation topics, the need for greater continuity in the group's work, and growing concerns regarding the stability and resilience of critical Internet resources. The contribution sought to set out a pragmatic approach that was consistent with the group's mandate and would preserve its intergovernmental, policy-orientated nature. It was suggested that the Council take note of the contribution, endorse the guiding principles set out therein, and task CWG-Internet with developing a non-binding thematic framework for 2026-2030, while continuing to prioritize inclusive connectivity and engaging constructively with other relevant groups.
6.4	The observer for the Russian Federation introduced Document C26/94, which set out various proposals to improve the work of CWG-Internet. While the group's discussion of topical issues was appreciated, it had produced few specific recommendations in recent years, nor had it issued any documents that could serve as a basis for resolving policy matters on Internet governance. The mandate of the group should not be a mere formality but should have real impact in practice.
6.5	The Chair said that consideration of the documents would continue at the next plenary meeting.
7	Statements by councillors
7.1	The councillors from the United Kingdom and Tanzania announced their countries' candidature for re‑election to the Council.
7.2	The observers for Cabo Verde, Iraq and Qatar announced their countries' candidature for election to the Council.
The Secretary-General:	The Chair:
D. BOGDAN-MARTIN	B. TIJANI
	council.itu.int/2026
		C26/120-E	1



	gDoc #
		C26/120-E	1



image1.png
T

\!«

ITUCOUNCIL

GENEVA2026
28 April - 8 May 2026 - Geneva, Switzerland





