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	Purpose
This liaison statement contains a proposal for the consideration of the 2026 session of ITU Council to consider the allocation of necessary funds to support the implementation of the outcomes of WTDC-25 on the Regional Initiatives adopted at the Conference. The proposal takes into account previous allocations granted by the 2018 and 2023 sessions of Council to support the implementation of the outcomes of WTDC-17 and WTDC-22, respectively.
Action required by the Council
The Council is requested to consider the allocation of necessary funds to support the implementation of the outcomes of WTDC-25 on the Regional Initiatives adopted at the Conference.
_______________
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	Contact:
	Name/Organization/Entity:
	Ms Fleur Regina Assoumou Bessou, Chair, Telecommunication Development Advisory Group

	
	Phone number:
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	bessou.regina@artci.ci 
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	Summary:
This liaison statement contains a proposal for the consideration of the 2026 session of ITU Council to consider the allocation of necessary funds to support the implementation of the outcomes of WTDC-25 on the Regional Initiatives adopted at the Conference. The proposal takes into account previous allocations granted by the 2018 and 2023 sessions of Council to support the implementation of the outcomes of WTDC-17 and WTDC-22, respectively.



The World Telecommunication Development Conference 2025 (WTDC 25), held in Baku, Azerbaijan, adopted the Baku Declaration and the Baku Action Plan, including a comprehensive set of thirty Regional Initiatives) aimed at addressing specific needs for each region to advance universal and meaningful connectivity and accelerate digital transformation. These outcomes constitute a clear and ambitious mandate for the Telecommunication Development Sector. 
TDAG recalls that ITU‑D has consistently relied on project‑based implementation, supported by targeted seed funding, as an effective and results‑based mechanism to operationalize WTDC mandates. At the same time, TDAG acknowledges that the feasibility of signing new projects depends greatly on the availability of funding and funding partners willing to fund ITU’s work and that a number of donors expect that agencies receiving funds and/or beneficiary countries receiving support provide a certain level of co-funding to ensure the feasibility of new projects, bringing additional challenges to the work of resource mobilization. TDAG notes concerns raised by some delegates that co-funding requirements may create barriers for some developing countries, and in particular Least Developed Countries (LDCs).
In addition, TDAG recognizes the modifications to Resolution 17 (Rev. Baku, 2025) on Resource mobilization, implementation and cooperation for approved regional initiatives and the new Resolution 92 (Baku, 2025) on Strengthening the role of ITU regional offices in accelerating digital transformation and leveraging partnerships, which call for the creation of a comprehensive set of mechanisms and guidelines for BDT to co-design projects with partners and beneficiaries and to support the mobilization of funds through a structured process. Also TDAG recognizes the recent changes in the Financial Regulations in the part of in-kind contributions which is valuable for Regional initiatives implementation
With these considerations TDAG recognizes the importance of allocating adequate funds from ITU budget to support the setup of new projects in support of the implementation of the outcomes of WTDC-25 on Regional Initiatives. Such allocation would build on the positive experiences from the previous funding allocated by ITU Council in support of the implementation of Regional Initiatives of WTDC-17 and WTDC-23 respectively (CHF 5 million at the 2018 session and CHF 3 million at the 2023 sessions). 
Resolutions adopted at WTDC-25 will be implemented using the regular budget, as well as extra-budgetary funds received through projects and voluntary contributions. Through Council Document C26/42, Secretariat proposes to allocate a proportion of savings from 2025 budget implementation to Regional Initiatives approved by WTDC-25.
In light of the above, and noting the options presented by the Secretariat, TDAG invites ITU Council to give favourable consideration to approve appropriate allocation of funds to support the new set of RIs adopted at WTDC-25. This includes the proposed CHF 1.30 million to realize the projects under Regional Initiatives in 2026-2027 from the savings achieved in 2025 ITU budget implementation, as presented in Council Document C26/42, but might not be limited to it, based on the request provided by BDT (see referenced documents) for an additional allocation of funding for 2028-2029, from the ITU Financial Plan 2028-2030. 
The appropriate allocation would help address the financial implications of the conference and enhance ITU’s capacity to mobilize additional extrabudgetary funds in support of ITU Member States to address the specific needs of each region, promote universal and meaningful connectivity and accelerate digital transformation. 
_______________
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