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	Purpose
The contribution seeks to request the 2026 Council to recommend to the 2026 Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-26) to convene the third edition of the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT) that would review and revise the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) to align with new trends and emerging issues in global ICTs/Telecommunications. It is further proposed that the Expert Group on ITRs be encouraged to continue its work at the next Council Period.
Action required by the Council
The 2026 Council is invited to consider the proposal.
_______________
References
Council Resolution 1379 (C16, last amended C23); Council document C26/26);WCIT Resolution Plen/4 (Dubai, 2012)
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1. Introduction
The Terms of Reference (ToR) in Resolution 1379 mandated by the 2023 Council for the work of the current EG-ITRs was very clear and precise as follows:
1.1 	Taking into consideration the work of the previous two Expert Groups, the review may consider, among others: 
a)	new trends in telecommunications/ICT and emerging issues in international telecommunications/ICT environment which may impact the ITRs,
b)	empirical data on the current use of the ITRs by operating agencies and/or administrations and the proportion of global telecommunication services which now rely on the ITRs, and
c)	the relevance of the ITRs which “consist of high-level guiding principles” in the current telecommunication/ICT environment.
1.2 	The EG-ITRs will present a progress report reflecting all views on the ITRs review to Council 2024 and Council 2025, and a final report to Council 2026 for examination and submission to the 2026 Plenipotentiary Conference with the Council's comment
The Administrations of Ghana, South Africa and Nigeria believe that the Expert Group for the International Telecommunication Regulations (EG-ITRs) has creditably delivered on its mandates as enshrined in the above provisions of the ToR and would like to thank the Group for its four-year report as found in .
We note with concern, however, that the membership still appears divided on the relevance or otherwise of the ITRs thereby placing some setback on the future of the ITRs within the Union.
Having carefully reviewed the final report of the Expert Group for the International Telecommunication Regulations (EG-ITRs) to Council 2026, Ghana, South Africa and Nigeria are of the view that among the various options presented as “potential way forwards” under Section 4 of the Report the cogent thing to do under the circumstance is to give Member States yet another opportunity to discuss and make a determination on the future of the ITRs one of which is to revise the ITRs pursuant to  Resolution Plen/4 (Periodic Review of the International Telecommunication Regulations) of the World Conference on International Telecommunications (Dubai, 2012).
2. Proposal
Given that the debate on the ITRs has gained much traction over the past three (3) Council Periods, there is the need to call a truce and make progress. We therefore would like to propose to Council 2026 to recommend to the 2026 Plenipotentiary Conference to convene the third edition of the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT) that would assist make a determination on the future of the ITRs. Ghana, South Africa and Nigeria strongly support the view that the ITRs are still relevant to our current ICT dispensation and only requires review and amendment, particularly of the provisions and areas that that have outlived their usefulness in order to align with the new trends and emerging issues within the global telecommunications/ICT environment. We would also like to propose a continuation of the work of the EG-ITR under a renewed mandate and/or framework at the next Council Period, where expedient.

3. Action required
This contribution is submitted for consideration by the 2026 Council.
______________
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