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	Purpose
This contribution aims to support the ITU CWG-Internet in strengthening the continuity, effectiveness, and policy relevance of its work, while fully respecting its intergovernmental, policy-oriented mandate and the roles of other relevant stakeholders.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to consider this document.
_______________
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1	Introduction
1.1	At its twenty-second (22nd) meeting, the Council Working Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues (CWG-Internet) engaged in substantive discussions on the outcomes of the open consultation, proposals from Member States, and emerging developments related to international Internet-related public policy issues.
1.2	These discussions highlighted some recurring challenges, including the need to enhance continuity and effectiveness in the work of the CWG-Internet, difficulties in reaching consensus on topics for open consultations, and growing concerns related to the stability and resilience of critical Internet resources.
1.3	This contribution aims to propose a pragmatic and mandate-consistent approach to addressing these issues, while preserving the intergovernmental and policy-oriented nature of the CWG-Internet without prejudice to existing institutional arrangements, mandates, or roles of other relevant organizations.
1.4	The African Group has actively participated in the work of the Council Working Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues (CWG-Internet) since the Bucharest Plenipotentiary Conference. We note with satisfaction the progress made during the 2022–2026 cycle, including the adoption of consultations on developmental aspects, multilingualization, and landlocked developing countries (LLDCs).
2	Endorsement of Document CWG-Internet-23/6
The Group reaffirms its position as articulated in Document CWG-Internet-23/6, co-authored by Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania, Nigeria, and South Africa. We endorse the following principles:
a)	Non-binding thematic framework: The CWG-Internet should adopt a flexible, non-binding thematic framework that provides guidance for its work without imposing rigid work plans or binding recommendations. This approach preserves the group's role as a forum for dialogue while ensuring focused discussions on priority topics.
b)	Intergovernmental character with enhanced input: The African Group recognizes that public policy discussions are the prerogative of Member States. We support maintaining the intergovernmental character of CWG-Internet meetings while remaining open to enhanced input mechanisms from non-governmental stakeholders, including through open consultations.
c)	Policy-level reflection on critical Internet resources: The stability and resilience of critical Internet resources, including Regional Internet Registries (RIRs), is a matter of legitimate public policy concern. The African Group supports policy-level reflection on these issues, strictly non-operational and non-normative in nature, using the AFRINIC experience as a case study.
d)	LLDCs as a signature issue: The African Group welcomes the successful completion of the consultation on "Ensuring meaningful connectivity to the Internet for landlocked developing countries (LLDCs)." We propose that LLDCs remain a priority focus for CWG-Internet, given that only 39% of the population in LLDCs is online.
3	Proposed way forward for 2026-2030
The Group recommends that the Council:
a)	take note of Document CWG-Internet-23/6 and endorse the principles contained therein as a basis for the group's work in the next cycle;
b)	instruct the CWG-Internet to develop a non-binding thematic framework for its 2026‑2030 work, to be presented to the Council in 2027;
c)	request the CWG-Internet to continue its focus on LLDCs and to consider additional topics such as youth participation, digital trust, and inclusive connectivity; and
d)	encourage the CWG-Internet to engage constructively with other working groups, particularly CWG-WSIS&SDGs, to ensure coherence in ITU's work on Internet-related matters.
4	Conclusion
The group believe that CWG-Internet plays a valuable role in facilitating dialogue among Member States on Internet-related public policy issues. We are committed to constructive engagement and look forward to contributing to the work of the CWG-Internet in the 2026–2030 cycle.
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