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	Purpose
This contribution aims to highlight the need to further align the work of the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues (CWG-Internet) with its Terms of Reference, in particular with regard to the development of substantive outputs addressing international Internet-related public policy issues.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to consider this contribution and to provide guidance on enhancing the effectiveness of the CWG-Internet, including its ability to deliver substantive outcomes in line with its mandate.
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Introduction
We would like to extend our appreciation to the Chair, Vice-Chairs, the General Secretariat, and all ITU Member States for their valuable contributions to the work of the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues (CWG-Internet).
The CWG-Internet was established pursuant to Council Resolution 1336 (Mod. 2019), with a mandate to address international Internet-related public policy issues within the scope defined by Council Resolution 1305 (Mod. 2019).
Over the past four years, the CWG-Internet has continued its work through regular meetings and open consultations. In this context, the four-year report submitted to ITU Council 2026 (C26/52) provides a clear overview of the Group’s activities, particularly with regard to the organization of successive open consultations. 
While these consultations represent an important and valuable component of the Group’s work, they constitute only one element of its broader mandate.
Discussion
The Terms of Reference of the CWG-Internet outline a comprehensive role for the Group, including the responsibility to identify, study and develop matters related to international Internet-related public policy issues.
In practice, the activities of the CWG-Internet during the past four years appear to have been primarily focused on the conduct of open consultations and related processes. These consultations have provided a useful platform for stakeholder engagement and exchange of views.
At the same time, it may be observed that the outcomes of this work have remained largely limited to consultation-related outputs, such as summaries and compilations. There appears to be limited evidence of substantive outputs that further develop or address international Internet-related public policy issues in a structured manner.
In this regard, there may be an opportunity to further align the work of the CWG-Internet with the full scope of its Terms of Reference, particularly with respect to the identification, study, and development of policy-relevant matters.
Proposal
In light of the above, the Council may wish to consider encouraging the CWG-Internet to further strengthen its work, including by:
1	Reaffirming the importance and the implementation of the full Terms of Reference of the CWG-Internet, including its role in addressing international Internet-related public policy issues; 
2	Enhancing the linkage between open consultations and substantive outputs, with a view to ensuring that consultation inputs contribute to more structured and policy-oriented outcomes; 
3	Encouraging the development of additional outputs, such as analytical summaries, key findings, or guidelines, that could support the Council’s work and deliberations; and
4	To annex this contribution to the four-year report of the CWG-Internet for submission to the Plenipotentiary Conference for its consideration.
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