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	Purpose
To inform Member States of the India AI Impact Summit 2026, held at New Delhi, from 16 to 21 February 2026. This contribution outlines the Summit's inclusive participatory process, key outcomes including India's MANAV Vision, the sector use case compendium, and their relevance to ITU's mandate on digital inclusion, emerging technologies, and global ICT development.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to note this document.
_______________
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1	Background
The India AI Impact Summit 2026 was held at New Delhi, India, from 16 to 20 February 2026. It was organized by the Government of India inspired by the principle of Sarvajan Hitaya, Sarvajan Sukhaya — Welfare for All, Happiness for All. 
The Summit is the fourth in the series of global AI summits, following those held at Bletchley Park (United Kingdom, 2023), Seoul (Republic of Korea, 2024), and Paris (France, 2025). It is the first in this series to be hosted by a Global South nation. 
India appreciates ITU’s active participation to the Summit. The Summit's comprehensive outcomes may serve as a valuable resource for ITU’s work on AI for Good and its efforts towards sharing proven AI solutions, sector-specific use cases, best practices & expertise , advancement of inclusive ICT development and AI standards development.
2	An inclusive, participatory process
2.1	Pre-summit engagement
The Summit was the outcome of an extensive, inclusive preparatory process. Between August 2025 and January 2026, more than 550 pre-Summit events were organized, including 80 held abroad across cities. These spanned major global hubs across continents such as Geneva, New York, Paris, London, Barcelona, Dubai, Cairo, Abuja, Buenos Aires, Hanoi, and Jakarta, among others.
Eight regional AI conferences were organized across Indian states, partnering with state governments in Meghalaya, Gujarat, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Kerala, and Telangana, to align regional AI priorities with Summit themes. 
Three flagship Global Impact Challenges were launched to engage innovators worldwide: AI for ALL (identifying impactful AI solutions across sectors); AI by HER (promoting women-led AI solutions for social impact); and YUVAi (global youth challenge for innovators aged 13 to 21). The finalists of all three challenges were announced and awarded at the Summit. 
2.2	Seven thematic Working Groups with co-chairs from Global North and South
The Summit's substantive work was organized through seven thematic Working Groups (Chakras), each co-chaired by representatives from India, the Global North and the Global South, ensuring balanced representation. Over 100 countries engaged through these Working Groups in the lead-up to the Summit. 
The seven Chakras addressed: AI for Economic Growth and Social Good; Democratizing AI Resources; Inclusion for Social Empowerment; Safe and Trusted AI; Human Capital; Science; and Resilience, Innovation and Efficiency. Each Working Group produced concrete outputs —12 deliverables in total— with individual endorsements from 20 or more countries per deliverable.
2.3	Scale and diversity of participation at the Summit
The Summit was the largest AI gathering ever hosted in the Global South. Approximately 600 000 attendees participated in person over six days with over 900 000 views through live virtual streaming. Delegations from countries across the globe and international organizations participated in the proceedings. 
The summit saw presence of 20 HoS/HoG, 3 Deputy Prime Ministers and 41 Ministerial level delegations. The Summit was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 19 February, with opening addresses by French President Emmanuel Macron and United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres. 
2.4	Multistakeholder engagement
The Summit 2026 did not remain merely a government-led process, but it was a truly inclusive platform that brought together people from all walks of life —from researchers to the end users, leading AI companies to emerging startups, as well as civil society organizations, reflecting a broad-based and participatory approach to shaping the future of AI. 
Over 500 global AI leaders —including CEOs, researchers, academicians, and innovators— participated across the Summit programme. The India AI Impact Expo featured more than 850 exhibitors from 30 plus countries across 10 thematic pavilions.
Summit saw participation of CEOs/leaders of several leading tech companies like Anthropic, Alphabet, Meta, OpenAI, Qualcomm, Microsoft, Infosys among others. The presence of several renowned researchers, including Mr Yoshua Bengio and Mr Yann LeCun, further enriched the discussions at the Summit.
3	Key outcomes of the Summit
3.1	The AI Impact Summit Declaration
The principal outcome of the Summit was the AI Impact Summit Declaration, endorsed by 92 countries and international organizations —the broadest consensus achieved in this global AI summit series to date. The Declaration guides the global AI governance framing from risk to impact, organizing international cooperation around the three Sutras of People, Planet, and Progress, and formally acknowledges the outputs of the seven thematic Working Groups. 
3.2	India's MANAV Vision for AI
At the Leaders' Plenary on 19 February, Prime Minister Narendra Modi presented India's MANAV Vision —a human-centric framework for global AI governance. MANAV (meaning "human" in Sanskrit) articulates five foundational principles: 
	M – 	Moral and ethical systems: means AI must be built on ethical guidelines. 
	A –	Accountable governance: means Transparent rules and robust oversight
	N –	National sovereignty: means Data belongs to those who generate it
	A – 	Accessible and inclusive: AI must not be a monopoly, but a multiplier.
	V – 	Valid and legitimate: AI must be lawful and verifiable. 
The MANAV Vision is the first comprehensive AI governance framework articulated by a Global South nation and will be a vital link for human welfare in the AI-driven world of the 21st century. 
3.3	Sectoral casebooks and the Global AI Use Case Compendium
The Summit released six global casebooks documenting high-impact AI deployments across key development sectors, each developed with major international partner organizations: 
–	AI in Health — with the World Health Organization (WHO)
–	AI in Energy — with the International Energy Agency (IEA)
–	AI in Gender Empowerment — with UN Women
–	AI in Agriculture — with the Government of Maharashtra and the World Bank
–	AI in Education — with CSF and EkStep Foundation
–	AI in Accessibility — with ALIMCO, IIIT-Bangalore, and ChangeInkk Foundation.
These sector casebooks, together with the Global AI Impact Commons (aiimpactcommons.global) —a voluntary open platform featuring more than 80 impact stories from 30 plus countries— constitute a practical compendium of verified AI use cases enabling nations to share, replicate, and scale successful AI-for-development deployments.
3.4	Multilateral governance instruments and commitments
Beyond the Declaration, the Summit produced an unprecedented suite of multilateral governance instruments and voluntary commitments, all publicly available at impact.indiaai.gov.in/outcome-resources: 
–	New Delhi Frontier AI Impact Commitments: Announced by 13 leading global and Indian frontier AI model developers, committing to multilingual evaluation and trustworthy inclusive deployment
–	Voluntary Guiding Principles for Skilling and Reskilling in the Age of AI: Endorsed by 23 countries, addressing workforce transition and equitable access to AI skills
–	Voluntary Guiding Principles for Resilient, Innovative and Efficient AI: Endorsed by 20 or more countries
–	Charter for the Democratic Diffusion of AI: Supported by 22 countries and international institutions
–	Framework for the Trusted AI Commons: Announced with 22 partner countries to promote shared access to AI compute, data, and models
–	Alliance for Advancing Inclusion Through AI: Endorsed by 20 countries and UNICEF
–	Network of AI for Science Institutions: Launched with 19 partner countries
–	Guidance Notes on AI Governance: Endorsed by 22 countries
–	Equitable AI Transition Playbook: Released in partnership with the International Labour Organization (ILO)
–	Resilient AI Challenge: Launched in partnership with UNESCO and France.
3.5	Public engagement and grassroots AI adoption
The Summit demonstrated India's commitment to democratizing AI at a societal level. India achieved a Guinness World Record for the "Most pledges received for an AI responsibility campaign in 24 hours," with 250,946 validated pledges for responsible AI adoption, collected in partnership with Intel India under the IndiaAI Mission. Approximately 80 per cent of food court transactions at the Summit venue were conducted through UPI, demonstrating AI‑enabled digital public infrastructure in everyday use.
4	Linkages to Global AI Governance and ITU’s work
4.1	Feeding into the Global Dialogue on AI Governance
The AI Impact Summit Declaration and associated instruments provide guiding, substantive, development-oriented inputs to: 
–	the first Global Dialogue on AI Governance (July 2026), for which the Summit's governance instruments offer a broad multilateral baseline from 92 signatories; 
–	their Co-Chairs who convened a dedicated consultation with stakeholders on the margins of the Summit; 
–	the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-26, Doha, November 2026), where Member States will determine ITU's future direction including on AI, digital governance, and emerging technologies; and
–	the AI Summit 2027, ensuring continuity in the global AI governance dialogue.
4.2	Relevance to ITU's AI work 
The Summit's outcomes are of particular relevance to ITU's technical and normative work on AI in the telecommunications sector: 
–	Multilingual AI and Universal Access: The New Delhi Frontier AI Commitments on multilingual evaluation and India's BHASHINI platform —supporting 36 text languages, 22 voice languages, and 350 or more AI language models— complement ITU's mandate to advance meaningful connectivity for linguistically diverse populations. 
–	AI Governance Standards: The Guidance Notes on AI Governance, the Trusted AI Commons framework, and the MANAV Vision offer substantive inputs to ITU-T's standardization work on AI, including ongoing work on AI interoperability, safety, ethics, and conformance assessment.
–	AI for Sustainable Development and Green ICTs: The Summit's Planet Sutra —including the AI and Climate Expert Engagement Group output and the Resilient AI Infrastructure Playbook— aligns with ITU's work on environmental sustainability of ICTs and AI's role in climate adaptation. 
–	Skilling and Capacity Building: The Voluntary Guiding Principles for Skilling and Reskilling in the Age of AI, endorsed by 23 countries, provide a multilaterally endorsed framework that complements ITU's capacity development programmes, particularly for developing countries and least developed countries.
5	Conclusion
India is pleased to bring to the attention of ITU Member States the outcomes of the India AI Impact Summit 2026 —the most participatory, inclusive, and outcome-rich AI summit in this series to date. Anchored in the MANAV Vision and the principles of People, Planet and Progress, backed by 92 endorsers of the Declaration, 12 Working Group deliverables, six international sector casebooks, and a comprehensive suite of multilateral governance instruments, the Summit demonstrated that together we can shape a human-centric and development-oriented global approach to artificial intelligence
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