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	Purpose
To present India’s proposal for hosting the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2030 and seek support from Member States.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to consider and approve India’s proposal for hosting the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2030.
_______________
References
ITU Council 2025 discussions; CWG-FHR Meeting (September 2025); Expression of Interest submitted on 19 November 2024


[bookmark: _Hlk133421428]


1	Background
India has been an active and steadfast Member State of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) since 1869, earnestly contributing to the advancement and global proliferation of telecommunication services. As a regular and distinguished member of the ITU Council since 1952, India has played a pivotal role in formulating international telecommunication policies, strengthening multilateral cooperation, and fostering inclusive and sustainable development. Representing the Asia and Australasia region (Region E), India has consistently upheld the principles of balanced representation and consensus-based decision-making. With an enduring commitment to equity, collaboration, and innovation, India continues to actively support and shape the evolution of the global telecommunication ecosystem.
2	India’s Commitment to ITU
2.1	India reaffirmed its strong commitment to the ITU by successfully hosting the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) in 2024, which witnessed the participation of more than 3 700 international delegates from 194 member states including, over 40 Honourable Ministers of Communications/ICTs. The Assembly also saw active engagement from industry leaders, start-ups, innovators, manufacturers, R&D experts, academia, and government representatives. 
2.2	World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly 2024, hosted in India served as a vital global platform to advance dialogue on inclusive ICT standardization, sustainable digital innovation, and emerging technologies—further reinforcing India’s role as a proactive, capable, and trusted partner in global ICT governance.
2.3	In addition to WTSA-2024, India has a strong track record of successfully hosting other key ITU events, including the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC‑2010), ITU-T SG meetings, Focus Group meetings, and ITU-R Working Party meetings, reflecting its deep engagement and leadership across all areas of the Union’s work.
3	Vision for PP-2030
3.1	India envisions the Plenipotentiary Conference 2030 as a milestone event that fosters inclusive dialogue, strategic foresight, and strong multilateral cooperation. With its robust digital infrastructure, expanding innovation ecosystem, and people-centric digital initiatives, India offers an ideal setting for Member States to collectively define the ITU’s future course.
3.2	The proposed venue will feature world-class infrastructure, seamless connectivity, and exceptional hospitality to ensure a productive and enriching experience for all participants. India also aims to showcase its achievements in digital public infrastructure, universal connectivity, and digital inclusion that align with the ITU’s vision and the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
4	Proposal to host Plenipotentiary Conference 2030
4.1	India, guided by the spirit of its G20 Presidency, the successful hosting of WTSA-2024, and the enduring philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam — One Earth, One Family, One Future, presented the proposal to host the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2030. 
4.2	An Expression of Interest in this regard was submitted to ITU on 19 November 2024, and the formal proposal was presented during the 2025 ITU Council Sessions. The Councilors welcomed the kind invitation from the Government of India and recalled the highly successful hosting of the WTSA-24.
4.3	As per Article 1 (No. 2) and Article 3 (Nos. 41-42) of the ITU Convention, the venue and dates of a conference or assembly to be determined either by the Plenipotentiary Conference or by the Council, with the concurrence of a majority of Member States. This established practice was being adopted in the recent precedents: Busan (2014) determined Dubai (2018); Dubai (2018) determined Bucharest (2022); and Bucharest (2022) determined Doha (2026). This approach is further reinforced by Resolution 77 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), which sets out the schedule of future conferences, forums, assemblies and Council sessions for the period 2023‑2027, including the holding of the next Plenipotentiary Conference in 2026. 
4.4	India is aware of the developments in ITU Council 2025 where in member states deliberated regarding need for the development of a formal, collaborative and transparent bidding process for hosting future ITU conferences (if there are multiple bids) he Chair proposed that the Council Working Group on Financial and Human Resources to take up that task. However, in the present case, the bid to host PP-30 is only from India.
4.5	The Indian proposal for hosting the PP-30 was discussed during 21st meeting of the Council Working Group on financial and human resources (CWG-FHR) in the month of September 2025. As per the summary report of 21st meeting, the Chair of CWG-FHR will recommend this contribution to Council 2026 via the final CWG-FHR report noting that there was no objection to India’s proposal to host ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2030. 
4.6	Several delegates expressed that India’s bid should be honored and that the new bidding process should not be applied retroactively. 
4.7	The Chair reminded delegates that it is not in CWG-FHR’s mandate to decide on India’s bid to host the Plenipotentiary Conference in 2030. Rather, that determination falls to Council or the Plenipotentiary Conference.
5	Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to consider and approve India’s proposal for hosting the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2030.
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