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	Purpose
This document provides an update on the International Advisory Body for submarine cable resilience established by the ITU and the International Cable Protection Committee (ICPC), co‑chaired by H.E. Minister Bosun Tijani, Minister of Communications, Innovation and Digital Economy of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and Prof. Sandra Maximiano, Chair of the Board of Directors of the National Communications Authority of the Republic of Portugal (ANACOM) and the 2026 International Submarine Cable Resilience Summit hosted by Portugal in Porto on 2 and 3 February 2026.
Action required by the Council
The ITU Council is invited to note the document.
_______________
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Introduction
The second International Submarine Cable Resilience Summit, held in Porto in 2025, marked a shift from dialogue to structured implementation through the adoption of the Porto Declaration on Submarine Cable Resilience. The Declaration set out concrete guidance to streamline permitting and repair processes, strengthen legal and regulatory frameworks, promote route diversity and redundancy —particularly for vulnerable and underserved regions— enhance risk mitigation and cable protection measures, and foster capacity-building and innovation. Building on the foundations laid at the Abuja Summit, the Porto meeting consolidated international commitments and defined the transition toward implementation. In this context, Document C25/81 submitted by Nigeria to the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 2025 Council Session provided an update on global efforts to improve the resilience of submarine telecommunications cables and presented the outcomes of the 2025 Abuja Summit.
As indicated in such contribution, In November 2024, the ITU and the International Cable Protection Committee established the International Advisory Body on Submarine Cable Resilience (IAB). Its goal is to promote cooperation and develop solutions to:
–	Improve cable maintenance and repair.
–	Prevent damage and reduce risks.
–	Increase redundancy and route diversity.
–	Support sustainable and resilient infrastructure.
The Advisory Body includes 42 experts from governments, industry, and international organizations and is co-chaired by H.E. Minister Tijani, Minister of Communications, Innovation and Digital Economy of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and Prof. Sandra Maximiano, Chair of the Board of Directors of the National Communications Authority of the Republic of Portugal (ANACOM). It was formed through an open and inclusive selection process and will meet regularly over an initial two-year mandate. 
The International Submarine Cable Resilience Summit held in Abuja in February 2025 adopted the Abuja Declaration and decided to establish three Working groups within the IAB to focus on:
–	Risk identification, monitoring, and mitigation.
–	Connectivity and geographic diversity.
–	Deployment and repair efficiency.
The Advisory Body is establishing its working groups. 
These groups will develop best practices, case studies, and recommendations by early 2026 to strengthen global submarine cable resilience.
Working group activities
Given the decisions made in Abuja, Nigeria, in February 2025, the structure of the International Advisory Body for Submarine Cable Resilience includes three working groups, as follows: 
–	Working Group 1 – Timely Deployment & Repair 
•	with 53 members
•	co-facilitated by Mr Zhiguo Zhao, People’s Republic of China, and Mr Kevin Adams, United Kingdom. 
–	Working Group 2 – Risk Identification, Monitoring & Mitigation
•	with 61 members 
•	co-facilitated by Ms Nonkqubela Thathakahle Jordan-Dyani, South Africa, and Mr Andy Palmer-Felgate, North American Submarine Cable Association.
–	Working Group 3 – Fostering Connectivity & Geographic Diversity
•	with 61 members
•	co-facilitated by Mr Sangbu Kim, World Bank, and Mr Rodney Taylor, Caribbean Telecommunications Union.
The work of the three Working Groups of the International Advisory Body on Submarine Cable Resilience is progressing in line with the agreed work plan and timeline. All groups are currently finalising their main deliverables, with a strong focus on producing practical, actionable, and consensus-based recommendations.
Each Working Group is preparing a comprehensive report of up to 50 pages, which will present an in-depth analysis of the key challenges and opportunities in their respective areas. These reports aim to identify concrete and implementable recommendations and to clearly indicate the entities responsible for their implementation, including international organisations, national governments, and industry stakeholders.
In parallel, each Working Group developed a concise summary of its most essential and actionable recommendations, which were adopted at the Porto Summit (see below). These summaries will support high-level decision-making and facilitate the endorsement process. 
Following the Summit, the full reports will undergo further editing and technical review, with final publication expected by June 2026.
The International Submarine Cable Resilience Summit 2026, Porto, Portugal
The Second International Submarine Cable Resilience Summit took place on 2 and 3 February 2026 in Porto, Portugal. 
Under the High Patronage of the President of the Portuguese Republic, the Summit was hosted by ANACOM —Autoridade Nacional de Comunicações— Portugal and supported by ITU and the International Cable Protection Committee (ICPC). 
Porto Summit brought together more than 350 participants from over 70 countries, representing governments, regulatory authorities, industry leaders, investors, submarine cable experts, international organizations and other stakeholders to continue to address the pressing challenges surrounding submarine telecom cable systems.
The International Submarine Cable Resilience Summit 2026 featured high-level sessions, and expert panels, with interactive discussions aimed at enhancing the resilience and financing of this vital infrastructure. 
Key outcomes of the Summit included: 
1)	Adoption of the Porto Declaration on Submarine Cable Resilience. 
	The Porto Declaration affirmed the following guidance to strengthen international cooperation and resilience:
–	Streamline submarine cable permitting, maintenance, and repair processes through clear, transparent, and predictable regulatory frameworks and designate a single government contact point to facilitate timely cable deployment and repair. 
–	Improve legal framework and regulatory procedures while reducing legal and regulatory barriers, including in areas such as cabotage, customs, and marine spatial planning and management. 
–	Encourage cable geographic diversity and redundancy, by supporting investment, through partnerships, including public–private partnerships, supporting varied routes, redundant landing points, and resilient infrastructure, especially for small island developing states, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, and underserved regions. 
–	Encourage the adoption of industry best practices for assessing, mitigating and responding to risks to submarine cable infrastructure. 
–	Encourage enhanced cable protection through better planning and across relevant marine sectors. 
–	Build cable capacity and support innovation through training and use of technologies that enhance monitoring, route design, redundancy, and climate-resilient infrastructure. 
The Declaration reaffirmed the shared commitment to cooperation to help ensure submarine cables serve as a resilient foundation of open, reliable, and interoperable global connectivity for all.
2)	Approval of IAB recommendations providing practical guidance on:
–	timely deployment and repair;
–	risk identification and mitigation, and the promotion of route diversity, and 
–	global connectivity.
The Porto Declaration together with the set of recommendations developed by the International Advisory Body on Submarine Cable Resilience, offer guidance to bolster international cooperation across the public and private sectors to boost the resilience of this vital shared infrastructure, ranging from shortening cable repair times to supporting underserved regions.
Next steps
Following the successful Porto Summit, the focus will shift from endorsement to implementation. 
The first priority will be the technical and editorial finalisation of the Working Group reports. 
This will include sub-editing, design, and final technical review to ensure that the documents are coherent, accessible, and aligned across the different thematic areas. 
Once completed, the consolidated reports will be published, marking the transition from consultation and analysis to concrete action and global outreach. 
At the same time, efforts will need to concentrate on promoting the uptake of the Summit outcomes. This will involve engaging with key stakeholders —including international organisations, national governments, industry actors, and financial institutions— to translate the endorsed recommendations into policies, regulatory frameworks, investment strategies, and operational practices. 
Finally, maintaining momentum after the Summit will be critical to ensuring that the recommendations lead to tangible improvements in the resilience, security, and sustainability of global submarine cable infrastructure.
Action for the Council
The ITU Council is invited to note the document and the progress made in advancing international collaboration on submarine cable resilience.
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