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	[bookmark: dtitle1]Purpose
This report presents ITU’s efforts to safeguard and facilitate public telecommunication networks and services for essential humanitarian assistances during armed conflicts and disasters.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to note this report.
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Partnerships and international cooperation.
Financial implications
Within the allocated budget 2025-2026.
_______________
References
Provisional Final Report of WTDC-25; Resolution 98 (Minneapolis, 1998) and Resolution 136 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference
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1	Introduction
1.1	At the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2025 (WTDC-25) in Baku, Azerbaijan, Member States adopted the statement “Recognition of the importance of Public Telecommunications Networks and Services to Essential Humanitarian Services to be Safeguarded and Facilitated during armed Conflicts and Disasters” recognizing, inter alia, the critical importance of telecommunication networks and services in saving lives, supporting rescue and emergency operations, delivering humanitarian assistance, and maintaining communication continuity for populations during such events. 
2	Collaboration across the UN system
2.1	Recognizing telecommunications as a fundamental humanitarian need and life-saving service, ITU consulted with the World Food Programme (WFP), as the coordinator of the Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC), and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) to raise awareness of the WTDC statement and deepen understanding of the issues. ITU also collaborated with WFP and IFRC on an informal brainstorming meeting in February 2026 and engaged with interested Member States through their Missions in New York.
2.2	Building on these efforts, ITU contributed to an informal briefing in March 2026 with interested Permanent Missions in Geneva, convened by the Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom, highlighting the urgent need to safeguard telecommunication infrastructure to keep humanitarian services operational during crises. The discussion also explored how resilient, responsible digital tools can strengthen disaster preparedness and response, including through support to the Early Warnings for All (EW4All) initiative, while helping to bridge the digital divide for vulnerable communities. 
2.3	Access to telecommunications has been a serious issue in several contexts, with limited success in importing telecommunications equipment and reports of GPS jamming and spoofing affecting navigation – particularly for flights and UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) operations – as well as satellite communication systems. In some cases, communications shutdowns have impacted both the general population and humanitarian organizations, hindering operational coordination, staff safety, and access to critical information. In other crisis settings, connectivity remains extremely limited for civilians and humanitarian personnel, with the UN Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) and partner agencies facing significant restrictions on bringing equipment, creating a high-risk environment for humanitarian operations.
2.4	The Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC), led by the World Food Programme, is a global network of humanitarian, government, and private-sector organizations that work together to provide shared communications services in humanitarian emergencies. The ETC is one of the clusters designated by the UN Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC). ITU is an active member of the ETC and contributes technical expertise, standards, and coordination capacities in emergency ICT and telecommunication operations. In particular, through its work on National Emergency Telecommunication Plans (NETPs), ITU supports Member States in defining strategies, policies, and procedures for emergency communications that align with humanitarian coordination mechanisms.
2.5	ITU has also engaged with the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) by sharing the WTDC statement and expressing its commitment to strengthening collaboration and coordination with the Committee and its members to address these critical issues at the national, regional and global levels.
2.6	Under the Tampere Convention, which provides a legal framework for using telecommunications in humanitarian assistance and for reducing regulatory barriers, the absolute priorities of emergency life-saving communication are reaffirmed in international regulatory instruments. In addition, as established in the Constitution of the Union, ITU Resolution 98 (Minneapolis, 1998) and Resolution 136 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, as well as other resolutions from the World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC) recognize telecommunication infrastructure as a critical component of humanitarian assistance that requires legal protection and facilitation.
3.	Next Steps
3.1	The WTDC statement instructs the Secretary-General, in consultation with Member States and relevant stakeholders, to implement a number of actions to promote emergency communication services for critical, life-saving, humanitarian aid and public safety and continuity of public telecommunication networks and services during armed conflicts or disasters. The Secretary-General is working on a strategic plan to ensure implementation of such actions.
3.2	The WTDC Statement also requests the Secretary-General to identify any potential additional budgetary needs for the secretariat to support efforts to promote the need for UN bodies to support the protection of public telecommunication networks and services during times of armed conflict and disasters. At this initial stage a need for a dedicated coordination officer has been identified. Member States are invited to support this need through voluntary funding, staff loans, or secondments.
______________
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