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	Purpose 
[bookmark: _Hlk95832083]Each year, ITU receives requests from organizations of an international character seeking exemption from membership fees and other financial contributions to the Union based on reciprocity. These new requests are reviewed by the secretariat according to criteria established by the Council.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to consider the recommendations of the Secretary-General regarding new requests for exemption. 
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Partnerships and international cooperation.
Financial implications 
CHF 48K per year for the two organizations recommended for exemption from membership fees. 
_______________
References
Document C2000/28(Rev.1), Council Resolution 925, Council Criteria for Exemptions (Rev. 2017)
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1	Background
1.1	Each year, ITU receives requests from organizations of an international character seeking exemption from membership fees and other financial contributions to the Union. These requests are considered as per the procedure established by the Council at its 2000 session (Document C2000/28(Rev.1)) and in accordance with No. 476 of the Convention and Council Resolution 925, as well as criteria established by the Council, revised in 2017 (see § 1.5 below). 
1.2	Exemption from fees is granted by the Council following an analysis of the relevant Bureaux and a recommendation by the Secretary-General. If approved, they become Sector Members or Associates under the terms of No. 231 of the Convention. 
1.3	Currently, there are 145 exempted organizations of an international character. A full list is available here.
1.4	In Resolution 187 (Busan, 2014), the 2014 Plenipotentiary Conference instructed the Council to “review the practice and criteria for exempting entities from membership fees and, if necessary, make changes to tighten the criteria to help bring greater clarity, consistency and fairness between paying and non-paying members and to reduce the total of exempted entities.” 
1.5	Council-17 approved revised criteria, available here. Since then, each Council has reviewed new applications according to these criteria. 
1.6	This document addresses only new requests for fee exemption since the last Council.
2	New requests and recommendations
2.1

	Organization
	Membership
	Recommendation

	Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)
	ITU-D
	Yes



The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is an intergovernmental regional organization with the purpose of accelerating economic development and social progress, promoting collaboration in economic, social, technical and scientific fields. 
The organization was established in 1997. Initially known as BIST-EC (Bangladesh – India – Sri Lanka – Thailand Economic Cooperation), the organization is now known as BIMSTEC and comprises seven Member States, with the admission of Myanmar on 22 December 1997, and Bhutan and Nepal in February 2004. 
In the view of the secretariat, this entity meets the criteria established by Council for fee exemption.
2.2

	Organization
	Membership
	Recommendation

	DigiHub Africa
	ITU-D
	No



Digihub Africa is registered as a not-for-profit company without members, and is dedicated to improving digital rights, online safety, and inclusive digital transformation across the continent. The organization provides youth, women, and other vulnerable rural communities with practical digital literacy skills, promotes safe and open internet environments, and encourages responsible online engagement.
In the view of the secretariat, this entity does not meet the membership criteria established by the Council for fee exemption as they have not demonstrated that they are: “a legally-recognized non-profit organization, representing members which also have non-profit status”. 
2.3

	Organization
	Membership
	Recommendation

	The European Federation of Hard of Hearing People (EFHOH)  
	ITU-T
ITU-D
	Yes
Yes



The European Federation of Hard of Hearing People (EFHOH) is a not-for-profit regional organization established in 1993. The organization works to promote awareness, understanding and collaborative practical actions that remove the barriers for hard-of-hearing people to reach their full potential with access to affordable, universal hearing care and rehabilitation. This is optimized by an accessible society with public services, hearing loops, subtitling, captioning and assistive devices. EFHOH members are national or regional organizations representing hard-of-hearing and deaf people.
EFHOH’s overall objective is to protect, promote, and raise awareness on the rights of persons with hearing loss in Europe, thus facilitating legislative and social protection.
In the view of the secretariat, this entity meets the criteria established by the Council for fee exemption.
2.4

	Organization
	Membership
	Recommendation

	Global Peace and Development Organisation
	ITU-D
	No



Global Peace Development Organisation (GPDO) is a not-for-profit organization established in 2011. 
GPDO aims to promote peace and international solidarity for human rights, development, and social change. In Liberia, Global Peace and Development Organization’s work spans across women’s rights, sustainable food systems, policy and advocacy work, as well as responding to humanitarian crises as part of Western Africa.
In the view of the secretariat, this entity does not meet the membership criteria established by the Council for fee exemption as they have not demonstrated that they: “have a significant membership, presence and activities in multiple Member States whose participation in ITU activities would be beneficial to the aims of the Union”.
2.5

	Organization
	Membership
	Recommendation

	6G Industry Association (6G-IA)
	ITU-R
	No



6G Industry Association (6G-IA) is an international not-for-profit association established in 2013. 6G-IA positions itself as the voice of European Industry and Research for next generation networks and services. Its primary objective is to contribute to Europe’s leadership on 5G, 5G evolution, and SNS/6G research.
The 6G-IA brings together a global industry community of telecoms & digital actors, such as operators, manufacturers, research institutes, universities, verticals, SMEs, and ICT associations.
The 6G-IA carries out a wide range of activities in strategic areas, including positioning of EU digital technologies priorities, standardization, frequency spectrum, R&D projects, technology skills, collaboration with key vertical industry sectors, notably for the development of trials, and international cooperation.
In the view of the secretariat, this entity does not meet the following membership criteria established by the Council for fee exemption: “be a legally recognized non-profit organization, representing members which also have non-profit status”, as their members are predominantly for-profit entities.
______________
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