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	Purpose
This document provides an update on the implementation of the decision taken at the ITU Council 2025 (Document C25/111) on the theme for World Telecommunication and Information Society Day, which is “Digital lifelines: strengthening resilience in a connected world”.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to note the global celebration of WTISD 2026.
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Communications and advocacy.
Financial implications
The WTISD-26 activities of the ITU secretariat are financed by non-regular, extrabudgetary funds through direct sponsorship. Sponsorships are complemented by in-kind donations, events being hosted by third parties, and leveraging existing third-party events. 
_______________
References
Council Document C25/111; Council Resolution 1416 (C23); Resolution A/RES/60/252 of the United Nations General Assembly; Resolutions 30 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) and 68 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference
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1	Background
1.1	World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD) has been celebrated annually on 17 May since 1969, marking the date of the founding of ITU and the signing of the first International Telegraph Convention in 1865. 
1.2	The theme of WTISD 2026, as resolved by the ITU Council 2025 in Document C25/111, is “Digital lifelines: strengthening resilience in a connected world.”
1.3	Digital lifelines –from undersea cables to satellites in orbit– form the backbone of our communities and economies. Every part of our connectivity ecosystem must be built to withstand turbulence, shocks, wear and tear. Putting resilience at the heart of policy helps ensure digital systems continue to function, adapt and recover when disruptions occur, protecting both people and livelihoods. In a time of escalating natural hazards, and as our reliance on technology grows, closer cooperation between governments and industry is essential to strengthen digital resilience and stabilize critical systems. This cooperation ultimately safeguards economic stability, shared prosperity, and sustainable growth.
2	Commemoration of WTISD-26
2.1	WTISD 2026 calls on governments, industry, and communities to strengthen the resilience of digital lifelines that keep the world running.
2.2	Building on the positive momentum of the year-long 160th Anniversary campaign in 2025, the vital importance of strengthening resilience of infrastructure can be highlighted at key moments throughout the year leading up to the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2026. Secretariat milestones include:
–	Launch of a report on Critical Digital Risks, examining unintentionally, externally triggered disruptions of digital infrastructure with potentially catastrophic systemic impacts.
–	Open air exhibit on the AI for Good Global Summit and Digital Lifelines by Lake Geneva, at Quai Wilson, 1-30 June 2026.
2.3	The Critical Digital Risks report will aim to analyse how environmental and natural hazards, such as extreme weather, wildfires, floods, and space weather events like solar storms, can unintentionally disrupt digital infrastructure. It will aim to examine how heat stress, power outages, undersea cable damage, satellite interference, or geomagnetic disturbances can cascade through cloud services, data centres, telecommunications, and navigation systems. By focusing on these externally triggered disruptions, the report will aim to highlight how growing digital dependence increases systemic exposure to physical shocks. It will aim to identify resilience gaps, and cross-sector coordination challenges.
2.4	Members are invited to join the campaign by contributing in the following ways:
–	Create and share their accomplishments, national visions and strategies, commitments and initiatives on their social media accounts using the hashtags #DigitalLifelines and #WTISD. Supportive content, digital materials and campaign updates can be found on the dedicated WTISD-26 website and digital media kit.
–	Organize events on digital lifelines: these could include workshops, local community roundtables, webinars, publications, or exhibitions bringing the vital importance of resilient digital lifelines and their work to professional and public diplomacy audiences whose lives run on them. Please submit completed events here.
–	Be a partner by providing financial or in-kind support, seizing opportunities here.
2.5	The theme of World Telecommunication and Information Society Day 2027 is “Space for All: Expanding connectivity beyond borders”.
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