[image: ]
	[bookmark: dmeeting][bookmark: dnum][bookmark: _Hlk133421839][bookmark: _Hlk133421856][bookmark: _Hlk133422370][bookmark: _Hlk133586559]Agenda item: PL-2
	Document C26/15-E

	[bookmark: ddate]
	6 March 2026

	[bookmark: dorlang]
	Original: English

	
	

	[bookmark: dsource]Report by the Chair of the CWG-COP 

	[bookmark: _Hlk221124372][bookmark: dtitle1]REPORT ON THE OUTCOMES OF THE TWENTY-THIRD AND TWENTY-FOURTH MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL WORKING GROUP ON CHILD ONLINE PROTECTION

	Purpose
This report summarizes the main results of the twenty-third and twenty-fourth meetings of the Council Working Group on Child Online Protection (CWG-COP), held on 16 September 2025 and 19 January 2026 respectively, as part of the Group’s work since the 2025 session of the Council.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to note the report.
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Sustainable Digital Transformation: Foster equitable and inclusive use of telecommunications/ICTs to empower people and societies for sustainable development.
Financial implications
Within the allocated budget 2025-2026.
_______________
References
Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest. 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference; CWG-COP website and summary reports of the twenty-third and twenty-fourth meetings.
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1	Introduction
1.1	The ITU Council Working Group on Child Online Protection was established by Council Resolution 1306 (Mod. 2015), in accordance with Resolutions 179 of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (Rev. Bucharest, 2022). CWG-COP is open to all relevant stakeholders.
1.2	The terms of reference for CWG-Internet are specified in Annex 1 of the outcome of the 1st meeting).
1.3	Plenipotentiary Conference Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) requested the Council:
–	to continue the work of CWGCOP, in order to facilitate the membership's input and guidance on ITU's role in child online protection, and to serve as a platform for discussion and exchange of best practices; 
–	to facilitate the contribution and participation of all relevant stakeholders in the work of CWG‑COP to ensure maximum collaboration in implementing this resolution; 
–	to encourage CWG-COP to liaise with the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues (CWG-Internet), as appropriate, in order to contribute in a mutually beneficial manner to fulfilment of work under the respective mandates of these Council working groups on the relevant issues; 
–	to encourage CWG-COP to liaise with ITU-D Study Group 2, sharing the outputs of CWG-COP meetings, to benefit the discussion of the relevant study question; 
–	to encourage CWG‑COP to conduct online consultations with youth to listen to their views and opinions on different matters related to child online protection, prior to and during its meeting; 
–	to continue to make output documents related to child online protection issues publicly accessible without password protection.
2	CWG-COP activities
2.1	This document contains the Chair’s summary of the activities and outcomes of the twenty-third and twenty-fourth meetings of the Council Working Group on Child Online Protection (CWG-COP), held on 16 September 2025 and 19 January 2026 respectively, as part of the Group’s work since the 2025 session of the Council.
During this period, the work of the Group focused on:
a)	Advancing strategic discussions on child online protection in the context of emerging technologies, in particular artificial intelligence;
b)	Showcasing national, regional, and sector-led initiatives addressing child online safety risks and opportunities;
c)	Strengthening coordination between policy, operational, and technical standardization efforts within ITU;
d)	Promoting multi-stakeholder engagement, including with industry, civil society, and international organizations; and
e)	Reinforcing transparency, information-sharing, and collaboration among CWG-COP members and partners.
2.2	Across both meetings, CWG-COP provided a platform for the exchange of national experiences, good practices, and policy approaches related to child online protection. Member States and partners shared initiatives addressing online sexual abuse and exploitation of children, excessive screen time, digital literacy, parental empowerment, data protection, and emerging risks linked to artificial intelligence and algorithmic systems. The meetings highlighted the importance of whole-of-government and multi-stakeholder approaches, combining awareness-raising, regulatory measures, technical solutions, capacity building, and international cooperation. 
Particular attention was given to operational mechanisms such as national hotlines, reporting systems, school-based interventions, and parental control tools, as well as to the need for evidence-based policymaking informed by research and data.
2.3	Discussions during the reporting period placed increased emphasis on the implications of artificial intelligence for child online protection. Contributions addressed AI-enabled risks, including content generation, automated moderation, conversational systems, and algorithm-driven engagement, while also highlighting opportunities to embed safety-by-design and child-centred safeguards within digital services.
The Secretariat provided updates on major global initiatives launched during this period, including the Joint Statement on Artificial Intelligence and the Rights of the Child and the Protection through Online Participation (PoP) Principles, as well as ongoing dialogue with industry through the ITU Industry Connect series.
2.4	The Working Group continued to strengthen its coordination with ITU-T Study Group 17, including through the exchange of liaison statements and the presentation of the Gap Analysis on Standards Supporting Child Online Protection developed by the Correspondence Group on Child Online Protection (CG-COP).
Discussions underscored the complementary roles of CWG-COP and ITU-T in addressing policy, operational, and technical dimensions of child online protection, particularly in relation to age assurance, automated content moderation, and interoperability of parental control tools. The Group welcomed continued collaboration and information exchange to ensure alignment between standardization efforts and policy discussions.
2.5	Both meetings reaffirmed the importance of inclusive and multi-stakeholder engagement in advancing child online protection. Contributions from industry, civil society, academia, and international organizations highlighted innovative tools, awareness initiatives, research, and capacity-building programmes.
The Working Group also welcomed updates on regional and global initiatives, including collaborative efforts led by UN agencies and international partners, and noted the value of sharing resources and knowledge through ITU platforms to support scalable and sustainable impact.
2.6	The main outcomes of the twenty-third and twenty-fourth meetings included:
–	Reinforced transparency and information-sharing practices within CWG-COP, including the publication of information documents and resources on the CWG website;
–	Continued recognition of the value of national experiences and good practices in informing global child online protection efforts;
–	Strengthened coordination with ITU-T Study Group 17 through liaison statements and technical collaboration;
–	Acknowledgement of the growing relevance of artificial intelligence and emerging technologies in child online protection discussions; and
–	Encouragement for continued dialogue, collaboration, and engagement among Member States, the Secretariat, and partners.
–	Increase reporting by ITU Regional Offices to the CWG-COP on Child Online Protection activities undertaken during the reporting period, with a view to better reflecting and strengthening regional engagement in the CWG-COP’s work.
2.7	At the twenty-third meeting of the CWG-COP, Member States, Sector Members, and partners discussed a wide range of contributions addressing policy, technical, and operational aspects of child online protection. Discussions covered awareness-raising and regulatory measures, standardization efforts, parental empowerment tools, and emerging issues related to artificial intelligence, encryption, and interoperability. The meeting reaffirmed the importance of inclusive, multi-stakeholder engagement and continued coordination between policy discussions and technical standardization work within ITU.
2.8	The main results of the meeting were:
–	The meeting took note of suggestions to further broaden participation in ITU Industry Connect sessions, including by involving manufacturers and network operators, and encouraged greater engagement of ITU regional offices in future CWG-COP meetings. 
–	The meeting acknowledged a proposal to broaden the scope of CWG-COP discussions to include youth. The Chair invited the proposing delegation to submit the proposal through the appropriate ITU decision-making processes, while noting that the Secretariat will continue supporting youth-focused digital skills and awareness activities under existing child online protection programmes. 
–	The Working Group took note of the liaison statement from ITU-T Study Group 17 and welcomed continued collaboration. The meeting endorsed SG17’s ongoing work on age assurance and automated content moderation as priority areas and encouraged Member States and stakeholders to participate in the Correspondence Group on Child Online Protection (CG-COP). 
–	The meeting welcomed the contribution by SouthWest Grid for Learning (SWGfL) on the Parental Control Enforcement Protocol (PARCEP) and supported continued collaboration between CWG-COP and SG17’s CG-COP. The Chair invited the Secretariat to transmit a liaison statement to SG17 reflecting CWG-COP’s support for PARCEP and its recommendations on interoperable parental controls, engagement with relevant standards bodies, and further technical and regulatory dialogue. 
–	The meeting reaffirmed the importance of inclusive participation and cross-community collaboration among standards bodies and welcomed interventions highlighting the value of cooperation across ITU, other standards organizations, and stakeholder communities.
–	The meeting supported proposals to explore modalities for safe and meaningful participation of children and youth in future CWG-COP sessions and acknowledged suggestions to consider intergenerational aspects of online protection, including risks. 
–	The meeting took note of updates from UNICEF and expressed appreciation for the continued cooperation between ITU, UNICEF, and other UN agencies in advancing global child online protection efforts. 
2.9	At the twenty-fourth meeting of the CWG-COP, the Working Group continued its substantive discussions on child online protection in an evolving digital environment, with a particular focus on emerging technologies, national implementation experiences, and coordination across policy, operational, and technical domains. Member States and partners shared contributions addressing online sexual abuse and exploitation of children, digital literacy, data protection, parental empowerment, and the implications of artificial intelligence for child safety.
2.10	The main results of the meeting were:
–	The meeting welcomed updates from the Secretariat on ongoing Child Online Protection activities, including capacity-building initiatives, national implementation support, and global outputs developed during the reporting period, notably the Protection through Online Participation (PoP) Guiding Principles and the Joint Statement on Artificial Intelligence and the Rights of the Child.
–	The Working Group took note of a wide range of national experiences and information documents presented by Member States, highlighting whole-of-government and multi-stakeholder approaches combining awareness-raising, regulatory measures, operational mechanisms, and partnerships to address child online safety risks.
–	The meeting acknowledged contributions emphasizing the growing relevance of artificial intelligence and algorithmic systems in shaping children’s online experiences, including both risks and opportunities, and underscored the importance of embedding child-centred safeguards and safety-by-design approaches in digital services.
–	The Working Group welcomed continued coordination with ITU-T Study Group 17, including the presentation of a liaison statement and updates on technical work related to artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and trust. The meeting reaffirmed the value of ongoing information exchange between CWG-COP and ITU-T to ensure coherence between policy discussions and standardization activities.
–	The meeting reaffirmed the importance of inclusive and multi-stakeholder engagement in advancing child online protection, including the participation of industry, civil society, academia, and international organizations, and welcomed continued collaboration with UN agencies and partners.
–	The Chair underscored the value of transparency, information-sharing, and continued dialogue within the Working Group, noting the importance of keeping Member States informed of ongoing and upcoming work in order to support effective engagement.
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