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	Purpose
This report summarizes the main outcomes of the 43rd and 44th meetings of the Council Working Group on WSIS&SDG (CWG-WSIS&SDG), in line with Resolution 140 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, and Council Resolutions 1332 (Modified 2024) and 1334 (Modified 2023).
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to note this document.
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Convening platforms, partnerships, and international cooperation.
Financial implications
Within the allocated budget 2025-2026.
_______________
References
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1	Introduction
The work of the ITU Council Working Group on WSIS and the SDGs (CWG-WSIS&SDG) is based on Resolution 1332 (Mod. 2023) and conducted in line with PP Resolution 140 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022). The CWG-WSIS&SDG has proven to be an effective mechanism for facilitating Member States’ inputs on the role of ITU in implementing WSIS outcomes and achievement of the SDGs. The 43rd and 44th meetings were attended physically and virtually by more than 300 delegates, representing ITU Member States and Sector Members. Mr Tomas Lamanauskas, Deputy Secretary-General, delivered welcoming remarks at the meetings. The meetings were chaired by Ms Cynthia Lesufi (South Africa); and the Vice-Chairs Ms Renata Santoyo (Brazil), Ms Mina Seonmin Jun (Korea (Rep. of)), Ms Janet Umutesi (Rwanda, remote), and Ms Susanna Mattsson (Sweden) were present.
2	General update on the CWG-WSIS&SDG 43rd and 44th meetings 
The two meetings considered 26 contributions and 6 information documents:
–	43rd meeting: held on 9-10 September 2025 (Summary of 43rd meeting)
–	44th meeting: held on 15-16 January 2026 (Summary of 44th meeting).
3	ITU’s activities related to the WSIS process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (implementation of ITU PP Resolution 140, Council Resolutions 1332 and 1334)
ITU has continued to advance WSIS outcomes and the 2030 Agenda, reinforcing its leadership in coordinating WSIS processes and UN digital cooperation. It supported SDG implementation through the WSIS Action Lines, contributed to key UN policy processes including the WSIS+20 review, and expanded flagship initiatives and multistakeholder engagement. Further details are provided in the present report, the summaries of the two CWG meetings, and related Secretariat submissions.
ITU hosted and led the WSIS+20 High-Level Event 2025, updated Action Line roadmaps, and strengthened core implementation activities such as WSIS Stocktaking, the WSIS Prizes, and the WSIS Fund in Trust. As permanent Secretariat of UNGIS, ITU ensured system-wide coordination and coherence across UN processes, while supporting the WSIS+20 review through the Secretary-General’s Roadmap, the Call for Inputs, and 20-year review reports. ITU also advanced ICT measurement through the Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development and supported regional WSIS implementation in cooperation with ITU Regional Offices and UN Regional Commissions.
4	WSIS+20 High-Level Event 2025 outcomes, and Updates on the WSIS 2026 Calls for Action
The WSIS Forum 2025, held from 7 to 11 July in Geneva as the WSIS+20 High-Level Event 2025, marked a key milestone in the UNGA-led WSIS+20 overall review and reaffirmed WSIS as the United Nations-mandated framework for inclusive digital development. Member States participated actively, with strong ministerial-level engagement, and the ministerial roundtable underscored the importance of preserving WSIS as the foundational process for global digital cooperation, avoiding duplication, and reinforcing the WSIS Forum as a central multistakeholder platform for dialogue, emerging technologies, and the annual presentation of WSIS Action Lines roadmaps.
The outcomes of the event were formally transmitted by the Chair of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) to the President of ECOSOC, ensuring that multistakeholder inputs directly informed the WSIS+20 Review process. Appreciation was expressed to the WSIS+20 HLE 2025 partners for their financial contributions and continued support.
Looking ahead to 2026, the Group was informed of preparations for the WSIS Calls for Action and encouraged to promote broad participation across all WSIS processes. Stakeholders were invited to contribute to the 2026 Open Consultation Process of the WSIS Forum, WSIS Stocktaking, WSIS Prizes, and the WSIS Photo Contest, with deadlines in March 2026, and to support the WSIS Fund in Trust, including through available partnership packages in all six UN languages.
5	Update on implementation and follow-up actions to relevant ITU and UN resolutions and processes
ITU has continued to advance and coordinate follow-up actions related to major UN processes and resolutions, reinforcing its role in global digital governance. The Secretariat provided updates on outcomes of the Summit of the Future 2024 and on the integration of the Global Digital Compact (GDC) into the WSIS process, including ITU’s implementation efforts and system-wide coordination through UNGIS. The Group welcomed ITU’s leadership, including its co-chairing of the UN Working Group on Digital Technologies, and noted UNGA Resolution A/RES/80/173 requesting UNGIS to develop a joint WSIS–GDC implementation roadmap.
The Group was also briefed on outcomes of the High-Level Political Forum 2025 and the Internet Governance Forum 2025. It welcomed preparations for ITU’s input to HLPF 2026, recalled that WSIS+20 outcomes should inform the 2030 Agenda review, and appreciated the Secretariat’s draft contributions and engagement across these processes. Overall, the updates highlighted ITU’s continued efforts to ensure coherence across WSIS, the GDC, the 2030 Agenda, and related UN frameworks, while supporting multistakeholder dialogue and coordinated UN action.
6	Report on PP Resolution 214 (Bucharest, 2022) – Artificial intelligence technologies and telecommunications/information and communication technologies
The secretariat presented an updated and comprehensive report on ITU’s work in artificial intelligence (AI), in line with ITU Resolution 214 (Bucharest, 2022), highlighting progress across standards development, policy guidance, capacity building, and UN-wide coordination. The report outlined ITU’s advancement of AI-related activities, strengthened engagement with UN system-wide AI initiatives, and contributions to global digital policy discussions, including as Knowledge Partner to the G20 Digital Economy Working Group.
The CWG-WSIS&SDG expressed appreciation for ITU’s leadership in advancing inclusive and responsible AI, noting flagship initiatives such as AI for Good, GenAI for Good, the AI Skills Coalition, Early Warnings for All, and AI-enabled Giga activities. The group recognized ITU’s role in strengthening UN system coordination through mechanisms such as the Inter-Agency Working Group on AI and the AI subgroup of the UN Working Group on Digital Technologies, as well as its extensive work on international AI standards and multistakeholder engagement. The group encouraged enhanced mapping of activities to Resolution 214 in future reporting and welcomed continued collaboration with global AI initiatives, including the India AI Impact Summit 2026.
7	Preparations for the UNGA WSIS+20 Overall Review, Outcomes of the Review, and Follow-Up Beyond 2025
ITU contributed to UNGA Overall Review of WSIS+20 and supporting follow-up actions to sustain WSIS implementation beyond 2025. The secretariat provided regular updates on contribution to the WSIS+20 process, based on the implementation of the ITU Secretary-General’s WSIS+20 Roadmap. The group expressed appreciation for ITU’s structured and comprehensive approach, including on ITU’s call for inputs for the WSIS+20 Review, received from ITU membership, and stakeholders, which were transmitted to UNGA as agreed by the ITU Council. The coordination work was appreciated, updating the Action Line roadmaps, and the 20-year reports, which were all submitted to UNGA.
The outcomes of the UNGA High-Level Meeting on the Overall Review of WSIS+20, held in December 2025, which marked twenty years since the Geneva Declaration of Principles and the Tunis Agenda, were thoroughly presented by the secretariat in the 44th meeting, and Member States used opportunity to share their reflections and positive feedback. The outcomes were welcomed, ITU’s active participation and leadership throughout the preparatory process and during the meeting itself was appreciated, including the contribution by the ITU Secretary-General in the process underlining ITU’s lead facilitation role of the WSIS process, emphasizing ITU’s readiness to continue coordinating and supporting WSIS implementation with its members and UN partners. 
The adopted Outcome Document (A/RES/80/173) renewed and strengthened ITU’s mandate in WSIS implementation, which was welcomed by the meeting, underscoring ITU’s central role the process, including in WSIS Action Lines coordination and implementation, convening the WSIS Forum, maintaining the WSIS Stocktaking platform, organizing WSIS Prizes, and serving as UNGIS permanent secretariat. 
The Group held an initial discussion on updating relevant ITU resolutions, including Council Resolutions 1332 and 1334 and Plenipotentiary Resolution 140, to align with the newly adopted WSIS+20 outcomes. It was agreed that the secretariat will prepare a gap analysis for submission to Council‑26, considering current mandates and the new responsibilities set forth in the WSIS+20 Outcome Document. 
8	Consultation with the Co-Chairs of the first Global Dialogue on Artificial Intelligence Governance
During its 44th meeting, the CWG-WSIS&SDG held a consultation with H.E. Ms Egriselda López, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the UN, speaking on behalf of the Co-Chairs of the first Global Dialogue on AI Governance. Ambassador López highlighted the relevance of the WSIS+20 outcome document as a foundation for AI governance, stressed the importance of inclusive, human-centric, and multistakeholder approaches, and outlined next steps for upcoming consultations. ITU reaffirmed its support, including through UN system-wide coordination on AI. Members emphasized the value of organizing the Dialogue back-to-back with the AI4Good Global Summit and the WSIS Forum 2026, ideally in the same venue, to maximize participation and efficiency. 
	Cynthia LESUFI
	Chair, CWG-WSIS&SDG
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