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	Purpose
Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference resolves to hold the World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF). Council 2024 decided to convene a seventh WTPF for a duration of three days in the first half of 2026 (WTPF-26), with the dates and venue to be determined by the next session of the Council and created an Informal Expert Group (IEG) to assist with the development of the Report by the Secretary-General to WTPF-26. Decision 641 was subsequently amended at Council 2025, confirming Nassau, Commonwealth of the Bahamas, as the venue and 9 to 11 June 2026 as the dates. This document provides an update on the preparatory process for WTPF-26 and on the state of preparations for the Forum.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to take note of the preparatory process.
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Convening platforms.
Financial implications
Within the allocated budget 2026-2027.
_______________
References
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1	Background
1.1	The ITU World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF) was established by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994) and is covered by the provisions of Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022).
1.2	In accordance with Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), the 2024 session of the Council approved Decision 641, which decided to convene the seventh WTPF (WTPF-26) for a duration of three days in the first half of 2026, with the dates and venue to be determined by the next session of the Council. Decision 641 was subsequently amended by the 2025 session of the Council (Decision 641 (C24, last amended C25)), confirming that WTPF-26 will be held in Nassau, Bahamas, from 9 to 11 June 2026, with a Strategic Dialogue on 8 June 2026.
1.3	By its Decision 641, the Council decided that the theme for WTPF-26 is as follows:
	“Accelerating an inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and innovative digital future: In this regard, the WTPF-26 will discuss opportunities, challenges and policies to address the following:
–	bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as skills and connectivity
–	green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability
–	resilience of telecommunication/ICTs
–	space connectivity
–	strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship”.
2	Preparatory process for WTPF-26
2.1	In accordance with Decision 641, the ITU Secretary-General convened an Informal Expert Group (IEG-WTPF-26) to prepare the report by the Secretary-General to WTPF-26 (SG Report), which will form the basis of discussions at WTPF-26. Council 2024 appointed Mr Rodney Taylor of Barbados as Chair of the IEG, as well as six Vice-Chairs representing each of the ITU regions. Member States, Sector Members, Associates, and Academia, as well as the State of Palestine and organizations that have the right to attend ITU conferences and meetings as observers, were invited to nominate their experts to the IEG-WTPF-26.
2.2	The IEG has held four meetings:
–	First meeting: 7-8 October 2024, ITU HQ
–	Second meeting: 13-14 February 2025, ITU HQ
–	Third meeting: 17-19 September 2025, ITU HQ
–	Fourth meeting: 21-23 January 2026, ITU HQ.
At its first meeting and second meeting, the IEG discussed successive drafts of the SG Report and the possible draft Opinions, and facilitated the thematic discussions by Vice-Chairs as follows:
–	Bridging Digital Divides, led by Vice-Chair Mr Ashok Kumar (India)
–	Green Digital Transformation, led by Vice-Chair Mr Muath Alrumayh (Saudi Arabia)
–	Building Resilient Telecommunication/ICT Infrastructure, led by Vice-Chair Mr Dominic Ooko (Kenya)
–	Space Connectivity, led by Thematic Facilitator Mr Ronaldo Neves de Moura Filho (Brazil)
–	Strengthening ICT-centric Innovation Ecosystems, led by Vice-Chair Mr Tobias Kaufman (Germany).
2.3	Between the second and third IEG meetings, each of the five thematic areas was further developed through a series of informal online consultations led by the respective Vice-Chairs and Thematic Facilitator. A Third Draft of the SG Report was prepared by the secretariat and published in March 2025, including the text of the possible draft Opinions as an annex, for inputs from IEG members and through a second open public consultation.
2.4	At its third meeting, the IEG discussed the Third Draft of the SG Report as well as the draft Opinions and comments received, including from the open public consultation. On 16 June 2025, the Chair published a Chair’s Report containing five consolidated baseline draft Opinions, and an interim deadline of 7 August 2025 was established for additional written comments on the draft Opinions.
2.5	The IEG held its fourth and final formal meeting on 21-23 January 2026, during the cluster of Council Working Groups and Expert Groups. The original timetable set out in Annex 2 of Decision 641 had foreseen conclusion of the IEG's work at the fourth meeting and indicated a deadline of 13 April for posting the Secretary General's report and annexed Opinions. However, two draft Opinions required additional time owing to the volume and substance of issues raised by IEG members in each thematic area. Accordingly, three informal follow-up meetings were agreed upon by IEG members to finalize the remaining two draft Opinions and the SG Report. These included informal virtual meetings on 24 February and 24 March 2026, and an informal physical meeting with remote participation on 26 April 2026, just prior to ITU Council. The IEG anticipates concluding its work at the 26 April meeting, after which the Secretary-General's Report, including all five draft Opinions as annexes, will be published as the input document for WTPF-26. The SG Report, including the five draft Opinions as annexes, will be available on the WTPF-26 website at wtpf.itu.int/2026.
2.6	In accordance with past practice, Circular Letter CL-26/7 (13 February 2026) invited Member States and Sector Members to submit candidatures for the Chair and six Vice-Chairs of the Forum, as well as Chairs and Vice-Chairs for the five Working Groups of the Plenary, by 20 April 2026.
2.7	All documents related to the preparatory process are available on the IEG website at www.itu.int/en/council/Pages/ieg-wtpf-26.aspx. These include the various drafts of the SG Report, contributions received from IEG members, and feedback from the open public consultation process. An email reflector (iegwtpf26@lists.itu.int) has been established to facilitate communications among members of the Group between meetings.
3	Organization of WTPF-26 and venue
3.1	WTPF-26 will be held at the Atlantis Paradise Island Resort, Nassau, Bahamas, from 9 to 11 June 2026. A Strategic Dialogue will be held on 8 June 2026, co-organized with the Government of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas.
3.2	The WTPF-26 website, containing all related information on the Forum and the preparatory process, is available at wtpf.itu.int/2026. Registration for the Forum is open. The official host country website, which contains information on visa applications, hotel accommodations, and other logistical arrangements, is available at wtpf26bahamas.com. Accommodation for delegates is available at the Forum venue
3.3	The following circular letters have been issued in connection with WTPF-26:
–	Circular Letter CL-25/56: Invitation to WTPF-26
–	Circular Letter CL-26/7: Invitation to nominate Chairs and Vice-Chairs for WTPF-26
–	Circular Letter CL-26/9: Update on preparations for WTPF-26 and the Strategic Dialogue
–	Circular Letters CL-26/13, CL-26/14, CL-26/15, and CL-26/16: Invitations to WTPF-26 addressed respectively to Ministers of ITU Member States, Regulators of ITU Member States, CEOs of ITU Sector Members, and United Nations specialized agencies and ITU Academia Members.
Written contributions intended for presentation during the Forum should be submitted to wtpf@itu.int by 19 May 2026 and should not exceed three pages. Contributions will be made available on the WTPF-26 documents webpage.
3.4	The Host Country Agreement between Government of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas and ITU is expected for signature during Council 2026.
3.5 	To reduce the cost, the ITU conducted a virtual site visit in December 2025 to meet with the Host Country Counterparts and examine the conference Center. A site visit of the ITU Security Focal point also took place in December to prepare the event security plan.
3.6 	The ITU secretariat holds biweekly virtual meetings with the Local Organizing Committee of the Government of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas to exchange information, and coordinate preparations for the event with regards to Protocol, logistics and communication. 
4	Strategic Dialogue and programme of the Forum
4.1 	The Strategic Dialogue Day on 8 June 2026 will comprise a high-level multistakeholder roundtable in the morning, co-organized by ITU and the Government of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, and two parallel thematic sessions in the afternoon: a Thematic Dialogue on Empowering Women, Youth, and Persons with Disabilities in ICT; and a Partner2Connect Investment Solutions Lab. The Strategic Dialogue will provide a platform for ministers, policymakers, industry leaders and experts to exchange views on the key themes of WTPF-26 and set the tone for the Forum’s deliberations. The unique challenges and opportunities facing small island developing States will be given particular consideration in the discussions.
4.2	The Forum will officially open on Tuesday, 9 June. Following the opening ceremony at 0930 hours, there will be a presentation of the Secretary‑General’s Report, discussion in working groups on each of the five draft Opinions, which will open with a scene-setting panel. Panels will be followed by statements —each limited to three minutes— by high-level participants, and by an open discussion and exchange of views during which all Forum delegates are encouraged to contribute. The draft provisional programme for WTPF-26 is set out in Table 1 below.
Table 1
Draft provisional programme for WTPF-26
	
	0930-1230 hours
	1230-1730 hours

	Tuesday, 
9 June 2026
	–	Opening ceremony
–	Plenary
–	Working Group on Opinion 1
	–	Working Group on Opinion 1 (continued)
–	Working Group on Opinion 2

	Wednesday, 
10 June 2026
	–	Working Group on Opinion 2 (continued)
–	Working Group on Opinion 3
	–	Working Group on Opinion 3 (continued)
–	Working Group on Opinion 4

	Thursday, 
11 June 2026
	–	Working Group on Opinion 4 (continued)
–	Working Group on Opinion 5
	–	Working Group on Opinion 5 (continued)
–	Plenary – Adoption of the Opinions
–	Closing ceremony



4.3	Both in-person and remote participation will be available for registered participants. Statements from High-Level Participants present in Nassau will be given priority.
4.4	A number of side events will also take place during the Forum period, including an ITU Youth Negotiation Simulation, a hybrid meeting of the International Advisory Body on Submarine Cable Resilience, and the third interregional preparatory meeting for PP-26.
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