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	Purpose
Resolution 77 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference instructs the ITU Council, at each ordinary session, to schedule its next three ordinary sessions in June-July and to review the Council’s schedule on a rolling basis. Proposed dates for the annual Council sessions and the Council Working Groups and Expert Groups (CWGs and EGs) are submitted to the Council for its consideration, with a view to be adopted at the final meeting of the 2026 session of the Council in November, in light of any updates on the business continuity for ITU Headquarters operations at that time.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to consider the proposed schedule and agree in principle to hold one cluster of CWGs and EGs in 2027, 2028, and 2029.  
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Convening platforms.
Financial implications
The costs for holding Council sessions and clusters of CWGs and EGs in ITU in 2027 and 2028 are covered by the biannual budgets.
In 2029, meeting rooms at ITU headquarters may not be available until September. If the 2029 cluster of CWGs is held at the International Conference Center Geneva (CICG); the estimated cost for this cluster of CWGs and EGs (10 days) would be CHF 48 000.
_______________
References
Rule 1, Council Rules of Procedure; Resolutions 77 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) and 111 (Rev. Busan, 2014) of the Plenipotentiary Conference; Council Decision 643 (C25).


[bookmark: _Hlk133421428]


Introduction
1	The ITU Council at its 2025 session (17-27 June 2025) adopted Decision 643 regarding the dates and duration of the 2026, 2027, and 2028 sessions of the Council, along with the clusters of Council Working Groups and Expert Groups (CWGs and EGs) for the same period. 
2	Since the Council 2025 Session, the period of major disruption related to the Union’s Headquarters project has been confirmed as 1 October 2028 to 31 August 2029 (see Documents C26/7 and C26/65). Alternative venues in Geneva have been explored to ensure business continuity, as laid out in Document C26/65.
3	Furthermore, considering the need to rationalize costs, optimize resources, and improve efficiency in line with Decision 11; and the fact that the current Council and Council Working Group schedule —including extra meetings, groups, and sessions— has caused considerable strain on Member State and Sector Member resources, it is proposed to hold a sole cluster of CWGs per year in the upcoming cycle. Alternative working methods such as dedicated or correspondence groups with clear, time-bound mandates could be used to advance the work of the groups if necessary.
4	In this context, the dates for the annual sessions of the Council and the clusters of the CWGs are submitted to the Council for its consideration: 
–	For 2027, the 2026 Plenipotentiary Conference will only finish at the end of November 2026. Considering this short timeframe for preparing secretariat documents and Member State contributions, it is proposed to eliminate the Cluster that was foreseen from 18 to 29 January 2027. As was agreed in Decision 643, the session of the Council will open in Geneva for a period of nine working days, from Tuesday, 8 to Friday, 18 June 2027. It is proposed to hold a sole cluster of CWGs and EGs from Monday, 29 November to Friday, 10 December 2027.
–	For 2028, considering the ITU headquarters construction period, it is proposed that the Council take place in ITU for a period of nine working days, from Tuesday, 13 to Friday, 23 June 2028; and a sole cluster of CWGs and EGs be held in ITU from Monday, 11 to Friday, 22 September 2028.
–	For 2029, it is proposed that a sole cluster of CWGs and EGs be held from Monday, 19 February to Friday, 2 March 2029. If, due to the construction of the ITU headquarters building, the meetings will have to be held at the International Conference Center Geneva (CICG), the approximate cost would be CHF 48 000.
–	For the annual Council session in 2029, the meeting is scheduled to be held from Tuesday, 19 to Friday, 29 June 2029 in Popov. If Popov cannot be used during this period (pending the result of acoustic tests), rooms have been provisionally booked at the World Health Organization (WHO). However, a more cost-effective and preferable option would be to hold the session at the ITU headquarters from Tuesday, 25 September to Friday, 5 October 2029, once the high-level disturbance of the demolition work is complete.
5	The Council is invited to consider this proposed scheduled and agree in principle to hold one sole cluster of CWGs in 2027, 2028, and 2029. 
6	Taking into account the Council’s feedback at this session and a further update on the business continuity for the Headquarters operations that will be presented to the final meeting of the 2026 Council session in November, a draft new Decision will be presented at that meeting for the Council’s approval.
______________
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