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	Purpose
This document provides a Chapeau Opinion prepared by the Chair of the Informal Expert Group. The opinion addresses the five thematic draft Opinions under the agreed theme for WTPF-26, “Accelerating an inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and innovative digital future.” It reflects their interlinkages and sets them within a single context for consideration by the Informal Expert Group.
The Chapeau Opinion highlights the connections among the five themes and underscores the importance of addressing them in an integrated manner to support inclusive and forward-looking digital policy discussions at WTPF-26.
· Bridging digital divides, particularly on gender and age as well as skills and connectivity
· Green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability
· Resilience of telecommunication/ICTs
· Space connectivity
Strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship
Action required
The Informal Expert Group on WTPF-26 is invited to:
· Consider and Discuss this Chapeau Opinion as an overview that frames the thematic draft Opinions;
Provide comments and suggestions to guide the Chair in refining the text ahead of the next deadline for written inputs.
_______________
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DRAFT OPINION
Accelerating an Inclusive, Sustainable, Resilient, and Innovative Digital Future
The Seventh World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Nassau, 2026),
Recalling
a) that the World Telecommunications/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF), established by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994), and successfully convened in 1996, 1998, 2001, 2009, 2013 and 2021, has provided a venue for ITU Member States and Sector Members to exchange views and information on emerging policy issues arising from the changing telecommunication/ICT environment, producing non-binding opinions that serve to create a shared vision among global telecommunications/ICT policy-makers;
b) Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) calling for the organization of a World Telecommunication/Information and Communication Technology Policy Forum in 2026 (WTPF-26);
c) Decision 641 (C24), that called for the ITU Secretary-General to convene a balanced, informal group of experts to assist with the preparation for (WTPF-26), under the theme "Accelerating an inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and innovative digital future"; discussing challenges and opportunities to address the following critical issues:
· bridging digital divides
· green digital transformation: climate change and environmental sustainability
· resilience of telecommunication/ICTs
· space connectivity
· strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship
d) Decision 641 (C25) to convene the seventh WTPF (WTPF-26) in the Bahamas from 9 to 11 June 2026, with a Strategic Dialogue hosted on 8 June 2026;
considering
a) the need for global cooperation in the development of policies that ensure everyone can access and benefit from telecommunications/ICT technologies, while safeguarding social, economic, and environmental sustainability, and the need to foster innovation and resilience so that these technologies can adapt to future challenges and drive equitable global development,
b)	the rapid digital transformation taking place globally and the persistent digital divides between and within countries, particularly affecting women and girls, elder adults, persons with disabilities, and other marginalized groups;
c)	the increasing urgency of addressing climate resilience, and the potential of telecommunications/ICT technologies to enable a green transition while reducing their own environmental footprint;
d) 	the growing dependence of societies and economies on resilient telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and services, especially in the context of disasters, pandemics, and other global shocks;
e)	the emergence of new opportunities provided by space-based connectivity to extend access to unserved, underserved and marginalised communities, especially in remote and small island developing states;
f)	the importance of strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship to create inclusive opportunities for sustainable economic growth and decent work, particularly for youth and women, persons with disabilities and other marginalised groups;
recognizing
a)	the importance of accelerating universal, meaningful, and affordable connectivity and digital skills development in order to address global inequality;
b)	that the resilience, sustainability, and inclusiveness of the digital future are interlinked and mutually reinforcing, requiring coherent and holistic policies and international cooperation;
c)	that space-based telecommunications/ICT technologies, working together with terrestrial networks, can bridge gaps in coverage, enhance resilience, and foster innovation;
d)	that innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship drive the development and adoption of emerging digital technologies that can advance climate action, enable green digital transformation, and generate new sources of employment and growth;
noting
a)	ongoing initiatives by the ITU and other relevant organizations to support capacity-building, digital inclusion, sustainable ICT practices, infrastructure resilience, and innovation ecosystems;
b)	the need for enhanced multi-stakeholder cooperation, including governments, private sector, academia, civil society, youth and women, to accelerate progress;
is of the view
a. that bridging digital divides, including skills and connectivity gaps, is fundamental to achieving an inclusive digital future and unlocking the potential of all people, particularly women, youth, elder adults, persons with disabilities, and other marginalised groups;
b. that green digital transformation must be embedded into the design, deployment, and use of telecommunication/ICT technologies, reducing their environmental impact and enabling climate resilience and environmental sustainability across sectors;
c. that enhancing the resilience of telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and services is essential to ensure continuity of digital connectivity and services in the face of disruptions, disasters, and global crises;
d. that space connectivity solutions can complement terrestrial networks to accelerate universal access, strengthen resilience, and accelerate the adoption of innovative services, especially in remote and underserved regions;
e. that fostering ICT-centric innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship, including support for start-ups and micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), can generate inclusive social and economic opportunities, accelerate green and digital transitions, and promote resilience;
f. that these five priority areas are mutually reinforcing and would appropriately be pursued in an integrated manner through national policies, regional collaboration, and international cooperation under the auspices of the ITU and other relevant stakeholders;
encourages
a. Member States and Sector Members of the ITU to promote policies and programmes that simultaneously advance digital inclusion, environmental sustainability, resilience, space connectivity, and innovation;
b. the strengthening of partnerships between governments, the private sector, civil society, academia and other stakeholders to mobilize resources, share knowledge, and develop innovative solutions to accelerate progress across these interlinked areas;
c. the development of common principles, standards, and frameworks that support inclusive and sustainable digital transformation, foster resilience, and leverage space-based and terrestrial technologies harmoniously;
d. further collaboration amongst other international and regional organizations, and relevant stakeholders, to build capacities, promote best practices, and monitor progress towards an inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and innovative digital future for all.
______________
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